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CORRESPONDENCE. 


; LETTER LXXI. 


; Dr. SHERIDAN to Dr. SWIFT. 
1 DRDN May 26th, 1735. 


E W mare aim Ember, a bout Ann our Ah 
oh Ire it Sum Ann glow Ann Glee, I nim it ay 
a un off Ewers. Butt If here they rare miſt eaks. 
Il few fine day nigh, Eye may Kit mire eak queſt 
Tom end dumb. They'll aid Eyes Name Les 
Mad damn Harry Son, White Whey, Sigh Cann 
air ray dye Two join new, Sow add Yew Too 

Ale even, Ewer Mow Stumble Add my rare 


THOUGH MASS SHE RID ANN. 


Meath ay two went he Sick'ſt, 
Wan thou Sand Say vain Hun dread &c. 


Tooth ay Revere End Dock tore Jo Nathan 


Dray Peer, Gull Liver, Inn They Dane 
4 Wry. ; 
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LETTER LXXIII. 


Lord Ox r ORD to Dr. SwiFrT. 


GOOD Mr, DEAN, Dover-ſtreet, June 19, 1735, 


1 COULD not ſuffer Mr. Jebb to paſs into 
Ireland without giving you the trouble of reading 
a few lines from your humble ſervant, to enquire 
how you do, and to return you many thanks for 


your kind remembrances of me in your letters to 


my good friend Mr. Pope. I am much concerned 
for the account you give in your late letter to him 
of the ſtate of your own health. I ſhould think 
that the change of air, and ſeeing ſome of your 
remaining. friends you have left in this iſland, 
would be of ſervice to you, at leaſt to entertain 
and amuſe you : as for any other agreeable view, 
I cannot pretend to flatter you ſo far as that you 
mult expect any; that is over, as I believe you 
know very well ; but as I know you to be a truly 

ood-natured man, I hope you will come over; 
for I aſſure you it will be an infinite ſatisfaction 
and pleaſure to your friends to embrace you here. 


If this motive will not do, I do not know what 


argument to make uſe of, 

I troubled you laſt year with an account of the 
diſpoſal of my daughter: it has in every point 
anſwered our expectations and wiſhes. I was in 
hopes I ſhould have been able to give you an 
account that my daughter was ſafely brought to- 
bed: we expect it every day. My wife is pretty 
well; deſires your acceptance of her humble ſer- 
vice: ſhe, among others, would be very glad to 
ſee you here. My uncle, the auditor, is in a 
very ill ſtate of health: I am afraid he cannot laſt 
very long: his ſon has, this ſpring, put to Weſi- 
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mmi nſter- ſchool two ſons; he has three more and a. 
daughter. Mr. Thomas Harley has had the gout; 
but he is better, and 1s at his ſeat in Hereford- 
ſhire, The duke of Leeds is returned from his 
travels a fine gentleman, and has imported none 
of the fopperies and foolerics of the countries 
he has paſt through. My nephew Robert Hay 
travelled with the duke, and is come home un- 
tainted, but much improved : he is returned to 
Oxford to follow his ſtudies : he deſigns for hol 
orders. My two youngeſt nephews are ſtill at 
Meſiminſter-ſchool. Lord Dupplin has not yet got 
an employment ; but lives upon hopes and pro- 
miſes. My ſiſter lives in Yor4fire with her daugh- 
ters, as well as ſhe can, conſidering the times, 
Sc. Sc. Now | aſk your pardon, dear Sir, for 
ſaying ſo much of family affairs ; but as you are a 
good man, and have always wiſhed my family 
well, I have ventured to be thus impertinent to 
give you the ſtate of it. Maſter Pope is pretty 
well: he is under perſecution from Curl, who has, 
by ſome means, (wicked ones moſt certainly) got 
hold of ſome of Pope's private letters, which he 
has printed, and threatens more. We are in ſo 
free a ſtate, that there is no remedy againſt theſe 
evils. 

It is now time to releaſe you from this dull 
paper: but I muſt aſſure you, what I hope you 
know already, that I am, with true reſpe& and 


eſteem, Sir, your moſt obliged and moſt faithful 
humble ſervant, 


OXFORD. 
Pleaſe to be ſo good as to make my compli- 
ments to lord 4. ji: 


4 
. w 
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LETTER EXRIY. 


Dr. SwiFT to Dr. SHERIDAN. 


SIR, June, 1735. 


I SUPPOSE you are now angle ling with 
your tack /ing in a purr /ing ſtream, or pad /ing and 
| ſay ling in a boat, or ſad ling your ſtum ling horſe 
ll with a ſap ling in your hands, and ſnare ling at 
1 your groom, or ſet ling your affairs, or tick ling 


if. your cat, or tat ling with your neighbour Price; 
1 not always Toy ling in your ſchool. This Dryes 

\þ ling weather we in Dub ling are glad of a Dump 
1 ling, and Bab ling is our dare ling. Pray do not 
1 look as cow ing at me when I come, but get a 


| fat ling for my dinner, or go a fowl ling for fill 
ling my belly. I hope none of your 'Townsfolks | 
are Bub ling you: Have you a Bow ling Green at 4 

| | Cavan ? I have been il] of my old Ay ling, and yet 
k you ſee I am now as crib /ing. Can you buy me 
| fl an am ling Nag ? I am bat ling for health, and juſt | 
| il craw ling out. My Breakfaſt is cut ling sand : 
I ſugar to cure the Curd /ing of my blood. My new $ 
| Summer coat is cock ling already, and I am call 4 
Mi ling for my old one. I am cob ing my riding f 
1 ſhoes * and cur ling my riding periwig. My maids $ 
(| hens keep ſuch a Cack ling, and Chuck ing, that i 
i I ſcarce know what I write. My mare is juſt foe : 
| Jing, for which my Groom is grumm [ng and | 
' grow ling, while the other ſervants are gob ling { 
| 


— IE 
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| GO 
| | As Dr. Swift was, on all occaſions, fond of walking, 
1400 he always wore ſtrong jack ſpatterdaſhes, which he 3 


100 could flip off as ſoon as he alighted from his horſe ; [ 
| | and, to match theſe ſpatterdaſhes, he had ſhoes ſtrong 1 
ſl in proportion, to bear the dirt and weather; but he 
4 never wore boots, 
Ul —L x al and 
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and gut ling, and the maids Gigg ling, and the 
dogs how ling. My Bung ling Taylor was tip 
ling from morning to night. Do you know Drive 
ling Doll with her Drab ling tail, and drag ling 
petticoat, and gog ling eyes; always gag ling like 
a gooſe, and hob /ing to the ale-houſe, hand ling 
a Mug and quarry ling and ſquab {ng with Por- 
ters, or row ling in the kennel? I bought her a 
muzzle ling Pinner. Mr. Wall walks the ſtreets 
with his ſtrip ling boy, in his ſham ling gait, as 
cuff /ing for the wall, and juſt /ing all he meets. 1 
ſaw his wife with her pop lug gown, Pill ling 
oranges, and pick ling cucumbers, Her eyes are 
no longer ſpark ling; you may find her twat /zng 
with the neighbours, her noſe trick ling, and 
ſpawl ling the floor, and then ſmug ling her huſband, 
A Lady whoſe underſtanding was ſing ling me 
out as a Wit ling or rather a ſuck ling, as if ſhe 
were tick ling my fancy, tang ling me with queſ- 
tions, tell ling me many ſtories, her tongue toe 
ling like a clapper; fays ſhe, an old man's dare ling 
is better than a young man's War ling. I liked 
her dad ling and plain deal ling: ſhe was as wiſe 
as a goes Jing or a duck ling, yet ſhe counted upon 
gull ing and grave ling me. Her maid was hack 
ling flax and humm ling her miſtreſs, and how ling 
in the Iriſh manner: I was fool ling and fiddle lin 
and fade ling an hour with them, We hear Tit. 
dall is puſs ling the Curates, or mud ling in an 
ale-houſe, or muff ling his chops, or rump ing his 
Band, or mum ling ſongs, though he be but a 
mid Jing verſifyer at beſt, while his wife in her 
Mac ling lace is mull ling claret, to make her huſ- 
band Maud ing, or mill ling chocolate for her 
breakfaſt, or ruſt ling in her ſilks, or net ling her 
ſpouſe, or nurſe ling and ſwill ling her grandchil- 
dren and a year ling calf, or oyl ling her pimp ling 
a B 3 face, 
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face, or ſet ling her head dreſs, or ſtif ling a f- 
to a fizz ling, or boy ling ſowins for ſupper, or 
pew ling for the death of her Kit ling, or over rue 
ling the poor Doctor. As to Madame votre femme, 
I find ſhe has been coup ling her daughters; I wiſh 
ſhe were to live upon a Cod ling or a Chit or liag. 
She has as mile ling countenance, which is yet 
better than as well ling belly: I wiſh ſhe were to 
go a bull ling and begin with a bill /g, and then 
go to hick ling. She hath been long as cram ling 
for power, and would fain be a fond ling, and de- 
lights in a Fop ling, when ſhe ſhould be fur ling 
her ſails, and fill lig her belly, or game ling about 
Cavan, or Gall ling her company. Why do not 
you ſet her a truck ling with a vengeance, and uſe 
her like an under ling, and ſtop her ray /ing, rat 
ling rang ling behaviour? I would cure her ram 
ling and rum ling; but, you are ſpy ling all, by 
rig ling into her favour, and are afraid of ruff ling 
her. I hear you are fell ling your timber at Quilca: 
you love to have a fee /ing of money, which is a 
grove /ing temper in you, and you are for ſhove 
ling it up like a Lord ling, or rather like a Star 
ling. I ſuppoſe now you are vail ling your bonnet 
to every Squire. I wiſh you would grow a world 
ling, and not be ſtrow ling abroad, nor always 
ſhake ling yourſelf at home. Can I have ſtable 
ling with you for my horſe ? Pray keep plain whole- 
ſome table ling for your boys, and employ your 
maids in teaz ling cloth and reel ling yarn, and 
unravle ling thread without ſtay ling it. Set the 
boys a race ling for diverſion ; ſet the ſcullion a 
rid ling the cinders without rife /ing them. Get 
ſome ſcrub to teach the young boys their ſpell ling, 
and the cow-boy to draw ſmall beer without ſpill 
ling or pall ling it: have no more piſs to ling lads : 
Employ yourſelf in nay ling your broken ſtools. . 

Whip 
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Whip all the libel ling rogues who are loll ling out 
their tongues, and kind ling quarrels, and rave eye 
ling their ſchool-fellows, and ſtick ling with their 
ſeniors, and ſnuff ling in a Jeer, and ſcraw ling 
on the ſchool walls, and ſcut ling to the pye-houſe, 
and yawl ling and yell ling to frighten little chil- 
dren, and fowl ling the houſe for miſchief ſake, 
and grape ling with the girls. Pray take care of 
ſpy ling your younger daughters, or ſty ling them 
ets . | 


LETTER EXXY; 


Dr. SHERIDAN to Dr. SWIFT. 


Ah Miſs cell a knee, 


DEAR SIR, Cavan, June 23, 1735. 
1 RECEIVED your letter with the formi- 


dable account of your Lings, no leſs than 160 in 
aſh hole, enough to bear down awe hale. What 
a Change Ling was I to prove oak yew by Grove 
Ling in the dark as I did? I ſhould rather have 
minded the Cop Ling of Timber for an old houſe, 
which I am two reap air, 1 am now dale Ling 
with a March aunt for boards, a Droll Ling Logg 
or he add. His nay miſs ds ter, It hinc. Buy 
' theſe aim to ken his toll a fat Ling lamb from 
our Butt chair. This ſent hence I feris ad I fi 
culti an dume me quit o ut buy awl it ell ſtudij. 


The term Pet, which is a contraction of the French 
Petite, ſignifies a favourite. It 1s here marked with a 
note of reprobation, 
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Now fora new e fi ſtyle. Eu 0 Iv WP Hd, 70 
ſtand 
Dye a bleſs Inn Fern ale, bee cauſe 
eye 
A very good name for ſue chaw help meet. 

Mice cool encreaſes, and wood faſter, butt that 
Eye will not a bait of my rates. Eye heave 
Ralph uſed a bove as core all ray dye. I do not 
yet hear of Maſter Licas from Caſile Sanc, for 
whom I have agrecd, and have kept a room. If 
you ſee Dr. Coghill, perhaps he may reſolve you 
what I have to depend upon, that I may not re- 
fuſe another in his place. I wiſh with all my ſoul 
you were here before my chickens and ducks out- 
grow the proper ſeaſon; as for the gecſe, they 
have ceafed to be green, and are now old enough 
to ſee the world, which they do as far as our 
river will let them ſayle commodioufly. 

Our mutton is the beſt J ever taſted, fo is our 
beef, our trouts, our pheaſants, particularly the 
eels, Dear fir, I am almoſt perſuaded that the 
Journey hither will not only remove your diforder, 
but the good air will alſo get you a ſtomach, 
and of conſequence new fleſh, and good health. 
Your little ſtarts to the country from Dublin, only 
make your lungs play quicker, to draw in more 
of your city poiſon ; whereas being here with me 
in the midſt of Arabia Felix, you draw in nothing 
but balſamick aromatick air, the meaneſt odour of 
which is that of our bean bloſſom and lily of 
the valley. Every one ſwears who looks on my 
face, that I am grown already ten years younger, 
and this I am almcft perſuaded to believe, becauſe 
T labour more than ever, drink leſs, ſee fewer 
company, and have abundantly more ſpirits. Mrs. 
Sheridan began her athletic gambols by cuffing and 
kicking one of the maids; for which J gave the 
GS. wench 


French. 
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wench money before her miſtreſs, with inftruc- 
tions to kick and cuff again; which had the 
effect intended. We have been quiet ever ſince. 
I have almoſt finiſhed a walk of half a mile for 
you, and now it is ready for a coat of coarſe gra- 
vel; for I cannot afford a rolling- ſtone; ſo that 
my garden walks will require a ſtrong pair of 
German ſhoes. To my great grief I hear that my 
lord Orrery is landed, and I fear will not be in Dublin 
at my Auguſt vacation, You are too happy while 
he is in Dublin for me to inveigle you from thence 
with all the charms of our EH ium. W hat would 
give that ſome necromancer would ſet you both 


down at Cavan upon an eaſy cloud, while my 


good wine laſts ? If you would think it proper to 
let five dozen of my Mullan's wine come down 
for yourſelf, I do not think it would be amiſs ; 
for i have a good cool cellar for it. I beleech you 
to let me know the day you intend to ſet out, that 
I may meet you at Virginia; and be pleaſed to be 
there on a Saturday. 

You give me a great deal of good advice in your 
letter, for which I return you my hearty thanks, 
and I wiſh with all my foul I could take it as 
eaſily as you give it; but alas, I muſt ſay as Tafſo 
did in a letter to his friend Antonio Conſlantini, Il 
conſiglio di V. S. è ottimo; ma io conoſco gran- 
diſſima difficoltà nell' eſeguire Jo. 

Doctor was a fool to trouble himſelf about 
his rampant daughter; for he may be aſſured, 
although he ſecures her from the preſent lover, 
lince the love-fit is upon her, the will try either 
his butler or coachman. And poor ſprig of A 
I pity. He may now mourn in ſackcloth and 
Aſhes. I ſuppoſe he is ſo much A aimed, that he is 
worn away to A/þ add dough : Veſey, it ſeems, was 
D Harper, and played him A hitten trick. = 

mu 
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muſt have been A allow fellow, to loſe that 
beautiful Trollop ſo eaſily; I beg pardon, I ſhould 
have ſaid ſo Veaſily. If he had been 4% hay rid 
Ann, he would not have loſt her ſo eaſily. | 

It is the faſhion here, among all manner of 
parties, to drink the Drapier's health. The rea- 
ſon I give you this caw ſhun is, that you may not 
Ralph uſe it, when you come among us. 

Ibis ſee itch yew tom eak my come Plea meant 
to Mrs. W/hiteway, and tell her no one in Ireland 
ſhall be more welcome to my houſe; do not fail 
to hawl her down with you. I can billet her at 
a relation's houſe ; and ſhe can live and joke with 
us the beſt of the day. Pray Jet me know her 


reſolution, that I may iettle my mind accord- 
inglv. 


My next to you ſhall be in verſe, and what you . 


little think of; nor is it to be wondered, becauſe 
J declare ſolemnly, I am an utter ſtranger to what 
I intend, either as to meaſure, rhyme, diction or 
thought. May all happineſs attend you. I am, 
dear Sir, with all reſpect, your moſt obedient and 
very humble ſervant, 


THOMAS SHERIDAN. 


L:ET-T-ER--EXXYVT- 


Dr. SHERIDAN to Dr. SwIFT. 


DEAR 81 R, July 5th, 1735. 


1 RECEIVED your two receipts, i. e. race 
cats, or ray ſeats, and as ſoon as I can hear of 
Hliginbotham, he ſhall get you the money. The 
biſhop of Killmore has ordered him to get up all 
he can for him in the firſt place; for you muſt 
know that the biſhop has my bond for the rent due 

to 
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to him, together with the fine, when I renewed 
with him the laſt February. This made me two 
hundred and eighty pounds in his debt.—T he 
moment 1] can raile the Devil among the tenants, 
I will ſecure your poor money. At preſent I have 
not a ſouſe but a guinea and an half, till ſome bird 
of paſſage brings me ſome. You muſt know that 
I have lately been be-Sheridan'd. A damnable 
rogue, one William Sheridan, couſin to counſellor 
Sheridan, has run away three- ſcore and {1x pounds 
in my debt. He was tenant to Drumcor and Bleny- 
cup, part of the lands which I fold you. I writ to 
counſellor Caliaghan about him, and he tells me 
that I muſt eject him legally before I can fet to 
another, although 1 have no diſtreſs on the land, 
but two acres of growing wheat. The villain 
keeps within fix miles of this piace, and will not 
give up his articles. One Smyth, a rich graſier, 
would pay moſt of his arrear to get into the lands 
now. I ſent to Mr. Hale for an cjectment and a 
writ, but hear nothing of it. I beſeech you to 
let him have SHeridan's article and Carter's bond, 
which you have among the papers | gave you, that 
he may ſhew them to counſellor Robert Caliaghan z + 
for it was to him I writ. Be pleaſed to ſend me 


a letter of attorney to receive your rents of Mara- 


hills, Drumcor, and Bleny-cup ; and to ſet the two 
latter at forty-two pounds a year, which was the 
rent payable by that run-away villain. You can- 
not loſe, but I muſt be content to loſe forty-ſix 
pounds, Now a pox of all loſſes. To buſineſs 
more material. 

Eye rage hoiſe X C Dingley tuff Hind mile 
Order or Eyes top Aſs awe interr inn Dubb Line 
an damn well play ſaid two fine dimn inn aſs 
teat off Mare he meant: All aſs Ice he knot aſs 
mile inn knack wart her: Theſe Quires he 000 

* 


„ 

ſow flow eye call. Ann they par Suns ſow dam 
nab lye inn ſup port able Eye cann knot bay rum. 
O'er ay Rum (Sea dye two wan) ay rue awe vye 
car, O raw pray bend Harry, O rack Yew rat. 
Know ſca ſee, butt adge, uſe't is ſack woe rum. 
Ho! Rum! Hah! Rum! Ho! Rum! ſay dye. 

I have no news from «ur parts, but that my man 
Pat (upon deſiring him to filence our dog) ſaid, 
By my ſoul, Sir, he would bark if his head were 
cut off. He preſents his humble ſervice to your 
Jo. For God's fake come as ſoon as you can 


poſſibly, while our weather and every thing is 


good. I am, dear fir, your molt obedient hum- 
ble ſervant, 


THOMAS SHERIDAN. 


L-E-T-:T ER LAN. 


Lord HowTn to Dr. SWIFT. 


Killfane, July 6th, 1735, 


I AM very much obliged to my good dean of 
St. Patrick's for the honour he did me in fitting 
for his picture ; and have wrote to Dr. Grattan to 
give Mr. Bindon ſtrict charge in the finiſhing of it: 
and when that is done to bring it to his houle, for 
fear I ſhould get a copy inſtead of the original. I 
am very much concerned at the account you give 
me of your health, but don't in the leaſt doubt 
but the change of air would be of ſervice to you, 
and 2 molt hearty welcome you may be ſure of. 
The archbiſhop of Cafhel told me he would wait on 
you the day after he went to Dublin; and does 
mightily admire he has not ſeen you oftner. I 
have taken your advice, and kept very good hours 
 lince | came laſt here, Every ſecond day I am out 
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fix or ſeven hours an otter hunting. As to read- 
ing and working, my wife obſerves your directions: 
and could wiſh ſhe would do the ſame as to exer- 
ciſe. She defires me to tell you that the liking 
ſhe has to the Baboon “ is out of the true regard 
ſhe has for you, he being one of your greateſt 
favourites. Your giant + will uſe her endeavours 
to make lord Bacon a liar, and inſtead of addi 
two inches to her height, would be very well ſatis- 
fied to part with four. I am very ſorry Mrs. 
Acheſon is ſo much out of order: ſhe is one I have 
a great regard for ; and ſhall defire the favour of 
you to give my wite's ſervice and mine to her, and 
lady Acheſon, when you ſee them. I thank God 
my family and I are very well. Some time this 
Summer J deſign drinking Balliſpellen waters for a 
month. As for news we have no ſuch thing here : 
only the Baboon has done his viſitation ; that is, 
he goes into the churches and looks about, then 
aſks the tumbler Sites how long they have been 
coming? So long, ſays Sites. Aye, replies the 
Baboon, and we ſhall be as long going back; 
ſo mounts his horſe and away. Who durſt ſay the 
church is in danger when we'have ſo good biſh- 
ops? My wife and all here join in their kind ſer- 
vice to the Drapier. Iam, good Mr. Dean, your 
moſt aſſured and affectionate humble ſervant, 


HOWTH. 

The biſhop of OHery ſo called. 
Could you ſee his grim, for a pound to a penny, 8 
You'd {wear it mult be the Baboon of K:lltkexxy. 
Vid. Swif?'s Poem on the Biſhops. 


' + Miſs Rice, an exceeding tall young lady, and niece 
to my lord Hout. c 
Ss L E T- 
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LETTER LXXVIII. 


Dr. SuERI DAN to Dr. SWIFr. 


DE ARMIS TER DE AN, Julij 15, 1735. 


RI T tome ſum time ago an diam redito anſer 
it thus. A lac a de mi illinc, ducis in it, is no- 
tabit fit fora de an; it is more fit fora puppi. I 
luſit toti. Irritato ripam flet an Dicti toral e ver 
ibit. Die is abeſt. Dic is a ſerpenti ſe, Dic is 
a turdi ſe. Dic is a fartor. Die is a piſti ſe. Dic 
is a vix en. Dic is as qui ter in naſti fuſti muſti 
cur. Dic is arantur. Dic is ab a boni ſe. Sed 
Ito Dicti cantu cum in as a dans in mas ter an 
dans ab ori ora minuet. Da me I fido ſed Dic. 
Quis mi ars ſe diu puppi. Ure as turdi rufi 
an ſed I. Ure a tori villa in ſed Dic. Ure 
fit fora gallus ſed I; an dume dia dansin. Ure 
aras calli cur ſed Dic. Dicti ſed I ure regis a 


farto me. 


Tanti vi ſed I tanti vi 
Hi fora Dic in apri vi. 


Ime Dic as te mas amo uſe foralis angor. I 
re collecta piper, ſed J, an dat rumpetur, an da 
ſume cur, an ad rumor, an das qui re, an ab lac 
a more in ure cum pani, an da de al more me ac 
in a geſto uti. It is ali ad a me ſed Dic, as ſuras 
iſtinc. Senſu cæſo I cæno more. 

I cum here formo ni. Itis apparent I canta ve 
mi merent, mi tenentis tardi. I curſim e veri de 
nota peni cani res. I ambit. Mi ſtomachis a cor 
morante ver re ad ito digeſta me ale in a minute, 
I eat nolam, noram, no dux, I generali eat a 


quale carbone dedat ſuper an da qualis as fine abit 
as arabit, I es ter de J eat atro ut at abit. _ 
villis 
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vilis in mi a petite. A cruſtis mi de lite. (I neu 
Eumenides ago eat tuenti times more) As unde [ 
eat offa buccas fatas mi arſis. O nam unde I cat 
ſum pes. A tu es del eat apud in migra num edit. 
A venis de I eat ſum paſti. Poſt de notabit. Afri 
de abit ab read. A Satur de ſum tripes. 

Luis is mus ter in an armi an de fines carri in 
it as far as I tali, ſum ſe germani. It do es alarum 
mus; De vel partum. I fani nues is fito ritu 
me directo me at cava ni Virgini a. Miſer vice 
tomi da ter an, Captain Pari, Doctor de lanij, 
Major Folli ut ; an mi complemento mi de armis 
treſſes, e ſpeciali W R L L. 

I amat ure re verens his cervice 
fore ver an de ver. 


LE 1 TS KA&ELIE; 


Dr. SHERIDAN to Dr. SWIFT. 


DEAR SIR, Jaly 16th, 177%. 


I RECEIVED your twenty pounds from 
lord Laneſborough's agent yeſterday, and it travels 
to you from this on Saturday next, by one John 
Donaldſon, one of our nobility. You will get it, 
I believe, on Monday. You have nothing to ſay 
to the 280/. you mention. That is, as I told 


you, the fine and rent of Drumlane, which I owe 


the biſhop, and which will be paid him Augu/? 
26th. I cleared off the rent which I owed him 
for your purchaſe, the other day, or I ſhould have 
nt your poor money, poor as J am, before this. 
Now are you ſatisfied that I am not negligent or 
giddy ? But what, in the name of God, is the 
matter with you to delay ſo long? Can I overſee 
my workmen and a ſchool to? If you will not 
come 
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come and take your charge in hand, I muſt employ 
ſome body elſe. There is a long walk begun : 
ſtones a drawing home for an addition to my houſe: 
the ſchool-houſe repaired at the charge of the 
county: a gravel walk from the market croſs to 
my houſe, at the town's expence : item, 2 gravel 
walk by the river, which will all requue your at- 
tendance. As you were a good and faithful over- 
ſeer of my improvements at Quilea, I am willing 
fo employ you rather than another ; therefore I 
expect your anſwer immediately, for the ſummer 
is flying off apace. My lord Orrery writ to me, 
that he would come from Munſter to ſee me ſoon ; 
if you will but have the prudence to be here, you 
may have a fair opportunity of recommending your- 
ſelf to him; and I ſhall, perhaps, give you the 
character of a vigilant overſeer, if I find you be 
not altered fince you were laſt in my ſervice. 

Now to be ſerious. I ſhall ſend you ſome ve- 
nifon ſoon. You ſhall know next Monday when 
it ſets out; and you are to diſpoſe of it thus: 


To Dr. Helſbam, four cuts. 

Dr. Delany, four. 

Mrs. Helſbam, one and a half. 

Mrs. Whiteway, ditto. 

Lady Acbeſon, becauſe of her good ſtomach, three 

ſcruples. 

Mr. Worral, a pound and a quarter. 
Pray let them be all wrapt up in clean paper, and 
ſent to the ſeveral abovementioned perſons. Dine 
upon the reſt with your own company. 

I have got you a mare, a very ealy trotter : 
ſhe ſhall go up with the veniſon. Whether ſhe 
will be ih at your city objects, I know not: 


here ſhe is not in the leaſt. Your beſt way will 
be to let your ſervant ride her. She is one of my 
Own. 
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own rearing, ſprung of a good-natured family. 
If you like, "ſhe coſts you nothing but a low bow 
when you come to Cavan, I have a chaiſe juſt 
finiſhed to the lining, in Dublin, made by a man 
ſo much in my debt: it will be your beſt way to 
come down in it. I tell you a project I have, 
which I believe will do: my ſcholars are to clubb 
and build me a little library in my garden. "The 
lime and ſtones (frec- ſtone) are in my own fields, 
and building is dog-cheap here. 

I beſcech you let me know how ſoon you will 
be here, that all things may be to your heart's 
deſire : ſuch veniſon ! ſuch mutton ! ſuch ſmall 
beer! ſuch chickens ! ſuch butter! ſuch trouts! 
ſuch pouts ! ſuch ducks ! ſuch beef ! ſuch hh ! fuch 


. eels ! ſuch turkies ! ſuch ficlds ! ſuch groves ! ſuch 


lakes ! ſuch ladies ! ſuch fruit! ſuch potatoes ! 
ſuch raſp-berries ! ſuch billberries! and ſuch a 
boat as Mr. Hamzilton's, were never yet ſcen in any 
one country yet |! 

Owe for tune a tozs knee me um bone gilaw 
ſigh ſhoe awe knower in't Cave Ann eye. 

God Almighty bleſs you, and ſend you ſafe to 
our £ly/ium. My ſervice to Mrs. //hiteway, and 
to every body in Dublin, man, woman, and child, 
I am, with all reſpect, your mott obedient and 
very humble ſervant, 


THOMAS SHERIDAN, 
n 
Earl of ORRER V to Dr. SwIF r. 


Limerick, July 18, 1735. 
Orr break to forced and, interrupted! Alas | 
alas | Bays quoth i'faith ſimile good a. Paris at 
Vifcire de Place the round driving Berlin a of 
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noiſe the like, brains my round rowl that head 
my in words of jumble of kind a have I fo and : 
ſex or perſon of diſtinction either without, about 
promiſcuouſly ears his lent nineteenth the but, 
noiſy very were which of eighteen, table at day 
to people nineteen were we. 

Strong get cannot I when beer ſmall with my- 
ſelf contenting ever, moon the with ſatisfied be 
to learn will 1 but : again ſun the ſee never ſhall 
we believe J; ſummer than winter like more 
much and, indeed weather terrible is this O. 
Phyſician a other the, divine a one, doctors two 
the to faſhion and invention own my communi- 
cate will you hope and, Engliſb writing of ſample 
new a you offer here I, Latin writing of method 
new a me teach to kind ſo been have you as but. 
Honour and atchievements of ſearch in far thus 
come am and, Mancha la from out ſet am I that 
know you let to is this. You to inconvenient 
be may writing that imagine I when it curb al- 
ways will I, Dean Mr. Good, 

great ſo ever be 
you from hear to deſire 


My Let. 


. 
Mr. MoTTE to Dr. Swirr. 


HoNOURED SIR, 


HAVE not had an opportunity of writing to 


you otherwiſe than by the poſt for above a twelve- 
month, and though in that time I did trouble you 
with a letter or two relating to Mr, Lancelot's 
buſineſs, yet I thought proper to mention only 
what related to that particular, conſidering I was 
tnen under the hands of the law, whence I was 
not diſcharged till the laft day of the laſt term. 

{ don't 
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1 don't doubt but you have heard before now, 
that Mrs. Barber was diſcharged at the ſame 
time. 

[ deſired, therefore, Mrs. Hyde“ to deliver this 
to your own hand, and make bold to trouble you 
with an account of ſome tranſactions which have 
happened within theſe two years, which I have 
long wiſhed for the pleaſure of doing by word of 
mouth, in hopes my. behaviour would be excuſed 
at leaſt (if not approved) by you, the aſſurance 
whereof I ſhouid receive with the utmoſt ſatis- 
faction. 

Soon after Mr. Pillington had received the twenty 
guineas you ordered me to pay him, the Life and 
Character was offered me, though not by his 
own hands, yet by his means, as I was after- 
wards convinced by many circumſtances : one 
was, that he corrected the proof ſheets with his 
own hand; and as he ſaid he had ſeen the origi- 
nal of that piece, I could not imagine he would 
have ſuffered your name to be put to it, if it had 
not been genuine. When I found, by your ad- 

> vertiſement and the letter you were pleaſed to 
write to me, that I had been deceived by him, I 
acted afterwards with more reſerve, and refuſed a 
pamphlet about Norton's will, which he pretended 
came from an eminent hand. It was bought 
afterwards by another bookſeller, who printed it, 
and loſt money by it. 


to He could not forbear obſerving my coldneſs, 
e- and applied to Mr. Gilliver about the copy of 
ou _ verſes for which we were all brought into trouble; 
s and, by the way, when once an affair was com- 
aly municated to two perſons, it was not in the 
vas power of any one, how juſt and faithful ſoever, 
Was 

m. * Widow to Mr. [ſyde, bookſeller in Dublin. 
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to anſwer for its being kept a ſecret, It was pub- 
liſhed three months before it was taken notice of : 
and when the printer was taken up, and had 
named Gilliver as the bockſeller, and it was re— 
ported a warrant was out againſt G. and he was 
likely to be apprehen ed next morning, we two 
had a mecting over- night, and 1 promiſed to take 
the advice of a gentleman of ſenſe and honour, 
whoſe name I did not mention to him, and to 
mect C. carly the next morning at a certain tavern, 
to conſult farther. Accordingly I went to a gen- 


tleman in Cerk-fret, and from thence to the 


tavern we had appointed to meet at, where, after 
I had waited above an hour, a meſlage was ſent 
me that I need ſtay no longer, for Mr. G. was 
gone to Lm ter, and would not come, I 
ent to fee him in the mcſtenger's hands; but 
he was ſo cloſely v. atch: ed by a couple of ſharp 
ſluts, the melſenger's daughters, that I could ſay 
nothing to ns but about indifferent matters. 
The conicquence was, he was examined, and 
made a confeſſion, like poor Dr. Ya!den's, of all 
that he knew, and mote too; naming Mr. Pil- 
kington firſt, and then myſelf; wn dich laſt, as 
many people have told me, was unneceſſary: 
only, as he before ſaid, he was relolved, if he 
came into trouble, I ſhould have a ſhare of it, 
though 1 offered, in caſe ne would not name me, 
that 1 would bear one half of his expences. This 
confeſſion of his, e gether with his bearing the 
character of a wealthy man, expoſed him to an 
information; but-as it was not my buſineſs to be 
induſtrious in rœcollecting what maſt three months 
befo:e, I could not remenrher 2 any thing that could 

aftect me or any body elſe. 
I am ſorry for the trouble this has cauſed to 
poor Mis. Barber. fave her the other day: ſh: 
Was 
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was confin:d to her bed with the gout, She de- 
fired, when I wrote, that I would prelent her 
humb! e ſervice to you. 

I would be glad to receive your directions what 
I muſt do with the two notes I have under Mr. 
Pilkington's hand, of ten guineas each. They 
were allowed by you in the Jait account we ſet- 
tled ; but whether you would pleaſe they ſhould 
be deſtroyed or ſent over to you, I am not cer- 
tain, As for the ſtate of the account, as { have 
heard no exceptions to it, I flatter myſelf you find 
it all right, 

Mr. Faulhner's impreſſion of four volum:s has 
had its run. I was adviſed that it was in my 
power to have given him and his agents ſufficient 
vexation, by applying to the law; but that J 
could not fue him without bringing your name 
into a court of juſtice, which abſolutely deter- 
mined me to be paſſive. I am told he is about 
printing them in an edition in twelves; in which 
caſe I humbly hope you'll pleaſe to lay your com- 
mands upon him (which, if he has any ſenſe of 
gratitude, mult have the ſame power as an injunc- 
tion in chancery) to forbear {ending them over 
here. If you think this requelt to be reaſonable, 
I know you will comply with it : if not, I ſub- 
mit. 
As we once had a meeting upon this affair, 
and he may poſſibly have miſrepreſented the of- 
fers he then made me; I beg leave to aſſure you 
that his propoſal was, that J ſhould have paid him 
a larger price for the book than I could have had 
it printed for here in England ; and ſurely I had 
the ſame right of printing them here, as 'he had 
in Ireland, eſpecially having bought and paid for 
them. If he made any other offer, I declare I 
miſunderſtood him; and I am ſure, if I had com- 
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plied with thoſe terms, I ſhould have becn a 
laughing ſtock to the whole trade. 

Mr. Pope has publiſhed a ſecond volume. of 
his poctical W Sg of which, I ſuppoſe, he has 
made you a preſent. I am ſurprized to ſee he 
owns ſo little in the four volumes; and ſpeaks of 
theſe few things as inconſiderable. I am a ſtranger 
to what part of the copy-money he received ; but 
you who know better, are a competent judge 
whether he deſerved it. I always thought the Art 
of Sinking was his, though he there diſotuns it. 

Curls edition of Letters to and from Mr, 
Pope, I ſuppoſe you have ſeen, They were taken 
notice of in the houſe of lords; and Curl was 
ruffled for them in a manner as, to a man of leſs 
impudence than his own, would have been very 
uneaſy, It has provoked Mr. Pope to promiſe 
the world a genuine edition, with many additions, 
'Tis plain the raſcal has no knowledge of thoſe 
Letters of yours that Erwin of Cambridge has, Few 
as they are, he would tack ſome traſh to them, 
and make a five or ſix ſhilling book of them. 

The Perſian Letters have been well received, 
ſo I choſe to fend them ; beſides that, they make 
a convenient cover for this letter, 

Mr. Tooke, who deſires me to preſent his moſt 
humble ſervice to you, acquainted me ſome time 
ago of your intention to erect an Hoſpital for 
Lunaticks and Idiots. 1 am glad to find, by the 
news-papers, that ſo noble a deſign proceeds ; for 
beſides the general benefit to mankind that is ob- 


vious to every body, I am perſuaded there will be 


a particular one ariſe by your example; namely, 
that you will lay down a ſcheme which will be a 
pattern for future founders of publick hoſpitals 
to prevent many of the vile abuſes which, in pro- 
«cis of time, do creep into thoſe foundations, by 
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the indolence, ignorance, or knavery of the truſ- 
tees. TI have ſeen ſo many ſcandalous inſtances 
of miſapplications of that kind, as have raiſed my 
indignation ſo, that I can hardly think upon it 
with temper ; and I heartily congratulate you 
that a heart to beſtow is joined in you with a 
head to contrive : and therefore, without any 
mercenary views (at the ſame time not declinin 
any inſtance of your favour) I would beg leave 
to ſay, that as, while your thoughts are employed 
in this generous undertaking, you muſt neceſ- 
ſarily conſider it in the light J have placed it in; 
ſo if you would pleaſe to communicate theſe 
thoughts to the publick, you might poſhbly give 
uſeful hints to perſons of fortune and beneficent 
intentions, though of inferior abilities. I heartily 
wiſh you ſucceſs in this and all other your un- 
dertakings; being, with grateful reſpect, Sir, 
your obliged and obedient humble ſervant, 


B. MO T-TE; 
London, July 31, 1735. 


Upon ſecond thoughts, I have incloſed Mr. 
Pilkington's two notes; for I don't ſee how 
they gan poſſibly be of any ſervice to you on 
this fide the water. 


LETTER LIEXEUH, 
Dr. SHERIDAN to Dr. SWIFT. 


DEAR SIR, Auguſt 13, 1735. 
B EC AUS E of ſome dropping young lads com- 


ing to me, and becauſe it was impothble for me 
to get any money before the 23d of this month, I 
could not fix my vacation. Now I do, On Sa- 
turday ſe'nnight, the 23d, I ſet out for Dublin to 
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bring you home: and ſo, without Ifs, Ands, and 
Ors, get ready before our fields be ſtript of all 
their gaicty. I thank God, I have every good 
thing in plenty but money; and that, as aftairs 
are Ikely to go, 5 not be my complaint a 
month longer. Heltu bet fair will make me an 
emperor, I have all this i town. and ſix men of 
my own, at work at this juncrure, to make you 
a winter walk by the river fide. I have raiſed 
mountains of gravel, and diverted the river's 
courſe for that end Regis Opus, you will won- 
der and be delighted when You ice it. Your 
works at Ouilca are to be as much inferior to ours 
bere, as a ſugar-loaf to an Egypt: pyramid. 
Ve had a county Gr A. »m229h rogue, one Mactay, 
hanged yeſterday : £ Grifith the player never made 
ſo merry an exit. He invitcd his audience the night 
betore, with a promiſe of giving them fel a 
ipeech from the gellows as they never heard : and 
indeed he made bis words good; for no man 
was ever merrier at a chriſtening than he was upon 
the ladder. 
When he mounted to his proper height, he 
tu ed his face to each fide of the gallows, and 
{aid, in a chearful 8 Jah, my friend, am 
J come to you at laſt! Ihen turning to the peo- 
pie, Gentlemen, you need not it and fo thick, for 
the fartheſt ſhali hear me as calily as the neareſt, 
Upon this a fellow interrupted him, and aſked 
him, Did he know any thing of a grey mare 
vinich was ſtolen from him? Why, what if I 
thould, would you pay for a maſs for my foul ? 
Ay, by G—, ſaid the fellow, will J pay for 
ſeven. W by then, ſaid the criminal laughing, 
I know nothing » of your mare, After this he en- 
t 12855 the company with two hours hiſtory of 
his villainies, in a loud unconcerned voice. At 
Allr 


o 


on 


laſt he concluded with his humble ſervice to one 
of the inhabitants of our town, deftiins that he 
might give him a-night's lodging, which was all 
he would trouble him for. He was not the leaſt 
touche. by any liquor; but logerly an! nirepidly 
deſired the hangman to do his office: and t laſt 
went alf with a joke, Match me this with any 
of your Eng men, if you can. I have no more 
news from { av4z, but that you have all their 
hearts, and mine among the reſt, if it be worth 
any thing. My love and ſervice to Mrs. LHilte- 
way, and all friends. J am, dear Sir, your molt 
obedient and very humble ſervant, > 
THOMAS SHERIDAN, 


E ETTU III. 
Lord E 


een. 


DE AR DEAN, Cirenceſter, 13 Sept. 1735. 
Th OUGH you never anſwer any of my let- 
ters, and I can never have a line from you, ex- 
cept in pailiament time about an Iiſb cauſe, I do 
inſiſt that without delay you give me either by 
yourſelf or agents immediate ſatisfaction in theſe 
points. Firſt, whether that article which I read 
in the news about one Butler a ſhooting parſon be 
true or not; ſecondly, whether he has yet beg- 
ged pardon, and atteſted upon oath that it was 
without deiign, and by accident that the gun went 
off. In cate the fact be true, and that he has 
not yet made any ſufficient or reaſonable excule, 
I require of you that you do immediately get 
ſome able painter to draw his picture, and ſend 
it over to me, and I will order a great number of 
prints to be made of it, which ſhall be diſperſed 
Over all parts of the known world, that ſuch a 

worthleſs 
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worthleſs raſcal may not go any where without 
being known. I make no doubt of his being im- 
mediately drove out of freland, ſuch a brutal at- 
tempt upon the Drapier cannot be borne there ; 
and he won't venture into England when theſe 
prints of his perſon are ſent about, for he would 
certainly be knocked on the head in the firſt vil- 
lage he paſſes through. Perhaps he may think to 
ſcolk in Holland, the common refuge of ail ſcoun- 
drels; but he will ſoon find out, that Doctor 
Stouſt (for fo they pronounce the name) is in 
great efteem there, for his learning and political 
writings. In France he would meet with worſe 
reception; for his wit is reliſned there, and many 
of his tracts, though ſpoiled by tranſlation, are 
yet more admired than what is writ by any among 
themſelves. Should he go into Spain, he would 
find that Don Suiſto is in the higheſt eſtimation, 
being thought to be lineally deſcended from Mi- 
gucl de Cervantes by a daughter of Quevedo's. Per- 
haps he may think to be fafe in Peland during the 
time of theſe troubles ; but J can aſſure him, from 
the mouth of a Poliſp lady, who was lately in 
Landon, by name Madam de Monmorancy (for ſhe 


was married to a French gentleman of that great 


family) that Dr. Swift is perfectly well known 
there; and ſhe was very ſolicitous to know whe- 
ther he were a Staniſlaiſt or not, ſhe being a zea- 
lous partizan for that cauſe, 

Now if this brute of a parſon ſhould find no 
ſecurity in Europe, and therefore ſlip into the g/ 
Indies in ſome Dutch ſhip, for a Dutchman may 
be found who would carry the Devil for a ſtiver 
or two extraordinary, he will be confoundedly 
furprized to find that Dr. Swift is known in China, 
and that next to Conſucius bis writings are in the 
oreatelt elleem. The miſſionaries have tranſlated 
| i. ſeveral 
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ſeveral Eurapean books into their language; but 1 
am well informed that none of them have taken 
ſo well as his; and the Chineſe, who are a very 
ingenious people, reckon Si, the only author 
worth reading. It is well known that in Perſia 
Rouli- Can was at the pains to tranſlate his works 
himſelf; being born a Scotſman, he underſtood 
them very well, and I am credibly informed that 
he read 7he Battle of the Books the night before 
he gave that great defeat to the Perſian army. If 
he hears of this, he may imagine that he ſhall 
find good reception at Confrontinopie ; but he will 
be bit there; for many years ago an Zxgliſ rene- 
gado ſlave tranſlated Efendi Sci for them, and 
told them it was writ by an Eugliſbman, with a 
deſign to introduce the Mabometan religion; this 
having got him his liberty, and although it is not 
believed by the Efendi, the book and the author 
are in the greateſt eſteem amongſt them. If he 
goes into America, he will not be received into an 

Engliſh, French, or Spanish ſettlement; ſo that in 
all probability he would be ſoon ſcalpt by the 
wild Indians; and in truth there would be no 
manner of ſhame that a head ſhould be uncovered 
that has ſo little brains in it. Brutality and 1- 
nature proceed from the want of ſenſe ; therefore 
without having ever heard of him before, I can 
decide what he is, from this ſingle action. Now 
I really believe no layman could have done ſuch 
a thing. The wearing petticoats gives to moſt 
of the clergy (a few only excepted of ſuperior 
underſtanding) certain feminine diſpoſitions. They 
are commonly ſubject to malice and envy, and 
give more free vent to thoſe paſſions : poſſibly for 
the ſame reaſon that women are obſerved to do ſo, 
beciuſe they cannot be called to account for it. 
When one of us does a brutal action to another, 
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he may have his head broke, or be whipt through 
the Jun: gs; but all who wear petticoats arc ſecure 
from ſuch accidents. Now to avoid further trou- 
ble, I hope by this time his gown is ſtript off his 
back, and the boys of Dublin have drawn him 
through a horſe-pond. Send me an account of this, 
and 1 ſhall be fatished. Adicu, dear Deen; I 
am got to the end of my paper, but you may be 
aflured that my regard for you will only end with 
the laſt breath of your faithful ſervant. 


L560 4-4 der 
Dr. SHERIDAN to Dr. SWI r. 


E DEAR SIR, Cavan, Sept. 17th, 1776. 
ika not butt reap rhyme and ev for wry tinn 
ſow long an ape is till a bout bees knees, when 
Tom eye Noll edge es cool das eas L lyre cye't a 
pun no thing. Mus7p Al, what is % wnviv To 
TA&y2; in e veri epiſtolas zb Inn Angle owe Law 
Tigh no. Cann knot yew right in nap lean met 
hood as I do , v tv de d Topo all o key ſhuns. 
But cantu gay tann other ſubject toſs at her eyes 
bis eyed my wife? The woman is grown good 
for nothing. However I would not have her fo 
much abuſed, bu: when ſhe deſerves it. I no uſe 
itis e veri de of her life, but I ſea it is not rue; 
for it is only e vert our o fit. She fears if heu 
come tuck have Ann, ſhe will give you & devs Inn 
the chops. 

I beg pardon for troubling! you ſo long with 
bui.nels, and thereſore I will now be as merry as 
Jean. 'T he devil a farthing 1 can get among my 
tenents but codes, bullocks and ſheep. Will you 
let me know whether ſuch coin can paſs in Dublin? 
that I may pay you ſome money which 1 5 
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My purſe, God help me, is grown as flender a2 
a famiſhed weezle. I long much to fee it have 
an alderman's belly; but Quando, Mr. Dean, 
Quando, We cannot ſay that our weather is the 
Devil here; for it is all water. If it continues, | 
muſt have thoughts of building an ark; but L 
ſhall not, like Nah, let any unclean bc alt enter. 
Eat pone linck waiter conjux. My mutton is 
growing too fat, and L want you much to eat of 
it, while it is in its prime. I hear of no 1 0 
going to Dublin, or I would fend you a baſket tu 
of it. All 1 can do now is to ſend a tine —— 


ſhoulder in my wiſhes, and pray invite Mrs. T 
y 2 P 


way to ſhare of it. I wiſh you both a void 
ſtomach to it, with all my heart, Pray do not 
chide her for aſking you to eat, as you uſed to do. 
I aſture you (if 1 may be allowed to judge) ſhe 
preſſes you to her. victuals out of pure good na- 
ture and friendihip. 

I am ſorry that the ſhortneſs of my laft letter 
gave you cauſe to complain. This ſnall may cup 
for that deaf he ſhe An ſhe, for I have laid in a 
good ſtock of learning this laſt week; and there- 
fore quoniam tu 1nter literatos primatia ſedes in 
claile, quorundam decanurum nomina (minime 
noſtratium) qui ſcientiis omnigenis inclarucrunt 
tibi mittam. This part I mention in Latin, for 
fear the letter ſhould fall into Dean Cro/e's 
hands, 

Having lately read a very entertaining book, 
whole title- pave runs thus—-7i/?oire generale Des 
fais-las, I met with accounts of teveral great 
men, whoſe names I never read before, and every 
one of them were deans, ſome became biſhops, 
Others cardinals: All of them on account of their 
great le.irning and merit. Jord have mercy upen 
us. Chriſt have mercy upon us. How the world 
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is altered ſince ! But you muſt know, that Charles 
the Great lived in that age, alias Char Lay Main. 
Now for the great ſcholars I promiſed you. Among 
thoſe, who became biſhop of Antwerp, you will 
find Philip Niari, Aubert Vanden Eade, Jean Fer- 
dinand de Benghem, Pierre Foſeph Franken- - Sterftor ff. 
Among thoſe of Hois-le.-Duc, Clement Crabeels, 
Gifhert WI: ins, Michel Ophove, Joſeph de mee 
In the ſame town you will find among the Vi- 
caires Apoſtoliques, Henry Van Lecmpute, 7 offe 
Houbratcten, Martin Steyaert, Pierre Gruaerts, &c. 
&c. &c. The next place you dine you may make 
a figure with theſe names, and filer ge even Robin 
Leſiie x. But a pox upon learning, I fay. It is 
enough to turn a man's head, I have a great 
mind to have done with it; for the devil a thing 
is to be got by it. Idcirco libris valedico. 

I cannot, now my memory ſerves me, omit an 
account of ſome learned phyſicians, which I read 
of in other authors, diz. Hermannus Com ingius, 


Lucas Schrochius, Melthiro Sebizius, Sebaſtian Sche- 


Ferus, Guernerns Rolfinckius, Hoffmannus Aitor fi, 


Seb. Jodius Lugani, Petrus Dapples Theodore Ker- 
chringius, Regnerus de Graef, Swammerda, Antanius 
Scarellius, Hieronymus Copelazzi, Jacobus Gonzalo, 
Bernardinus Maiacreda, Fohannes Petrus Lotichus, 
Chriſtianus Keekins, Fultns Richelius, Joan. Chriſtsf th. 
Vaganſcilius, Facobus Rerſeherus, Antonius Miagli- 
abechius, and many others. Pray aſk Grattan how 
many of theſe he has read, 

You ſay (J thank you for that) That you know 


nobody. 115 matter for that; ſo much the better 


for me, becauſe I know every body knows you, 
and therefore more likely to ſucceed in ſubſcrip- 


Mr. Leſie was the moſt inceſſant talker, one of 


them, in the world, However, he had a great variety. 


of learning, and taiked well, 
tions 
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tions for mice cool. Pray is this letter long 
enough ? If it be not, fend it back, and I will 
fill the other ſide. In the mean time I remain 
your moſt obedient and very humble ſerve aunt, 


THOMAS SHERIDAN, 


Mice or vice two awl my if rends. 
Send me word what a clock it is, that I may 
let my watch by yours. 


LET T EN. 


Dr. KING to Dr. Swir. 


TER, London, 20th Sept. 1725 

O ON after I came into England | was oblized 

to croſs the ſeas again, and go into Frence, upon 
a buſineſs of conſequence to my private affairs. I} 
am but juſt returned to this place, where I have 
met with your letter of 21ſt of laſt month. Since 
you are ſo kind as to repeat the promiſe you made 
me when I was in Ireland, I ſhall expect the paper 
with the greateit impatience. While I was read- 
ing your letter, a perſon called on me, who does 
bulineſs for you. I was in hopes he had brought 
it with him: but he told me, it would be ſent by 
another hand. I will ſay nothing more of it here, 
than that J am very ſure it will pleaſe the public, 
and do honour to the author, 

The gentleman, concerning whom you en- 
quite, is a member of our hall; but I have never 
yet ſeen him. He had left Oxfard about the time 
I came from Dublin, to ſpend the Stamer vaca- 
tion in Herefordſhire, My ſon, who is well ac- 
quainted with him, aſſures me that he is very fo- 
ber, that he ſtudies hard, and conſtantly attends 
the excrciſes of the houſe. But 1 ſhall be able 
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to give you a more particular account of him the 
next term, when I ſhall probably meet him in 
the hall: and he ſhall find me ready to do him 
any kind of ſervice that may be in my power. 

don't know whether my law-ſuit will force 
me into Ireland again the next term: as yet! have 
not received any ſummons from my managers. I 
ſhould indeed be well pleaſed to deter my journey 
till the next Spring, for Dublin is not a very good 
winter abode for a water drinker. However, I do 
not neglect my defence, cfpecially that part, of it 

which you ment! on *. It is now in ſuch for- 

wardneſs, that as 1 compute, it will be finiſhed 
in fix weeks at fartheſt. T here are ſome altera- 
tions, which 1 hope you will approve. 

I rcjoice to hear that the honeit Doctor + hath 
good tucceis in his new fchool. If the load of 
his baggage ſhould endanger his veſiel again, I 
think he hath no other remedy leſt, but to throw 
it into the ſea, What is he doing with his cus 
mnots © and when does he deſign to ſend them 
abroad? 

My fon, who is very proud to be in your 
thoughts, deſires me to preſent his mou?! humble 
ſervice to you. I am, with great truth, Sir, your 
moſt obedient and moſt humble ſe Avant, 


W. K. 


* This alludes to The Tooft, a ſatirical Poem, to 
which Dr. Kung was indligated by ſome monſtrous 
uſage that he had received from his ant: goniſts in che 
ſuit. 

+ SHeridan. 
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LETTER CELYXXYL 


Mr. MoTTE'to Dr. SWIFT. 


HONOURED SIR, London, OR. 4th, 1735. 
RS. Launcelst, who dined with me to day, 
and deſired me to preſent her humble ſervice, 
ſhewed me part of a letter from you, which gave 
me ſo much concern, that I would not let a poſt 
flip without writing to you upon the ſubject of it. 
You are pleaſed to expreſs an apprehenſion, that 
Mrs. Fenton's money has not been regularly paid, 
becauſe you have not heard from me for above a 
twelvemonth. I hope TI have accounted to 
ſatisfaction for my ſilence in a letter which 1 
Hyde delivered to you ſince the date of yours to 
Mrs. Launcelst : and as to Mrs. Fenton's annuity, 
{ have punctually paid it, and ſhall continue to 
do ſo until I receive your commands to the con- 
trary. The next payment will be called for a 
few days after the firſt of Nov. and unleſs you 
forbid it before that time, I ſhall pay it. Mr. 
Fenton, her ſon, who receives it, is a man of 
worth and honour, and I am perſuaded will re- 
turn me the money, ſhould it be paid him from 
any other quarter. I am ſurprized to find by 


Mrs. Hyde that my laſt, which was written the 
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latter e of July, had 2 ſlow a paſſage, as not 


to come to your hand until the 13th of Septem- 
ber. 

I have been fo particular (I fear even to tedi- 
ouſneſs) in that letter, that I have nothing to 


, add, but a repetition of the ſincere profeſſion I 
} | there made, that I am, with all poſſible gra- 


| i 


| cieude; truth, and ſincerity, Sir, your obliged and 
obedient bumble ſervant, 


B. Mor T E. 
Vol. VI. D 
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L-E'T-T- ER LXXXVII, 


Dr. SHERIDAN to Dr. SwiFrT. 


DEAR SIR, October 5th, 1735. 

N the firſt place I was heartily rejoiced to ſee 
your letter, for I was afraid you were not well. 
Now I ſhall anſwer as much as my time will 
permit; (but before I proceed, remember I ex- 
pect you here next Saturday; for I am both in 
humour and capacity to receive you. I ſhall get 
your anſwer on 7hurfday next, and then I ſhall 
go as far as Virginia to meet you. Leave Dublin 
on Wedneſday; ride to Dunſbaglan that day, 12 
miles. From thence to Navan on Thurſday, 11 
miles. A Friday to Virginia, 15 miles, where J 
will meet you that evening with a couple of bot- 
tles of the beſt wine in Ireland, and a piece of 
my own mutton, Sc. A Saturday morning we 
ſet out for Cavan, where you will find dinner 
ready at your arrival. Bring a cheeſe-toaſter to 
do a mutton chop now and then; and do not 
forget ſome rice; we have none good here; but 
all other eatables in perfection) I beg pardon for 
the long foregoing parentheſis (the next ſhall be 
ſhorter) you ſce it was neceſſary. Ure Dolis : 
de vel it hine. Mi mollis ab uti, an angeli be. 
An has fine 1is, a fine face, ab re aft as no, a 
belli fora que en. An di me quis mi molli as! 
ples. As for your jogg Ralph Eye, I may a; 
without vanity, that 1 exceed you as far as from 
Eaſt to Weit, Fiſt with ſubmiſſion, you ſhouls 
have begun with the Poles Are Tick Ann Tar 
Tick, next the May read dye Ann, the Ea 
water, the whore Eyes on, the Eak lip Tick, 


the Trow Pick of can fir, the Trow pick et 


Cap 1ye coin, or Cap Rick horn, the twelve 
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ſignes Are I eaſe, Tower us, Jay me knee, Can 
Sir, lay O, Veer goe, lye braw (quoth the Scateh— 
man) Sage it are eye us, Cap wrye corn us, 
hack weary us, and pits is; together with Cull 
ewers, Zounds, and Climb bats, Sc. Sc. In 
order to give you a full idea of the chief towns 
in Europe, I ſhall only mention ſome of lord Pe- 
terborough's rambles. He had like td break al 
Liſbon in Portugal: he Mid rid through Spain: 
he could not find Room in Italy: he was Conſtant 
in a pull among the Turks: he met with his 
name ſake Peter's burgh in Muſk O vye: he had 
like to Crack O in Poland: when he came to H- 
any, he did there jeer many : in France he declared 
the King of Great Britain, with its king upon 
the Par is: in a certain northern country he took 
a frolick to put on a Fryer's Cope ; and then he 
was Cope in Hag in. Pray Dean mark that. In Hol- 
land he met with a G—amfter, — Dam you, ſaid 
he in a paſſion, for a cheat: he was there poxt by 
whore; and he-cried out, Not her dam her. Thus 
far I know of his travels to the Low Countries, 
and no farther. Thus far you fee | am in hu- 
mour: although the Devil be in one end of m 
houſe, I defy her, becauſe I have the other for 
you and me. Another thing I muſt promiſe when 
you come, That we ſhall not quit our learned 
correſpondence, but write up and down ſtairs to 
one another, and ſtill keep on our agreeable flights. 
The Devil take all the D's in Chri/tend;m, for a 
pack of ſaucy ſcabs. When you are here you 
will deſpiſe them all; and you ſhall be troubled 
with no club, but ſuch. as will keep you out 
of the dirt. Do not loſe this good weather, 
I beſeech you; for every thing is ready for 
you, If you do not like your lodgings, you 
{hall not pay a farthing; and if you do, I have 
2 the 
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the remedy in my own purſe. Do not think to 
ſpunge ape me for any thing but meat, drink and 
lodging; for I do aſſure you, as the world goes, 
I can afford you nothing elſe. Yes, I beg par- 
don, I can give your horſes good graſs, and per- 
haps a feed of oats now and then, My turf is all 
home, ſo is my corn, but my hay not yet. I ex- 
pect it on Monday, which is the next day after 
Sunday, the very day vob will receive this, the day 
before Tucſcay, and { hope two days before you 
begin your journey, which I hope will be an happy 
one. May you arrive fate, is the ſincere wiſh of, 
dear Sir, your moſt obedient and very humble 


ſervant, 


THOMAS SHERIDAN. 


LETTER LXXXVIII. 


Dr. SicAN- to Dr. SwiIrr. 


HONOURED SIR, Paris, Oct. 20, 1735. 
M R. Arbuthnot's abſence from Paris was the 


occaſion of his not receiving your kind letter till 
within theſe few days; but upon the reception of 
it, he treated me with great civility, invited me 
to dinner, and enquired very carneſtly concerning 
your healtn, waich was drunk by a large company 
then preſent; for though you Were pleaſed to tell 
me you had no acquaintance at Paris, I can ſafely 
affirm, that as often as I have been for half an 
hour with any Exgliſb gentleman, ſome one or 
other has had the vanity to ſay he knew you. He 
has, in a very obliging manner, promiſed me any 
acts of friendſhip in his power, whether I remain 
at Paris, or ſhould proceed to the ſouth of France; 
and ſeems to be a gentleman poſi eſt of a large 
ſhare} 7 


le 


1 


ſhare of wit, good humour, lincerity, and honeſty; 
though upon the cloſeſt inſpection, I could not 
perceive the hair in the palm of his hand, I have 
met with another exception to that rule in the 
chevalier Ramſay, who ſends you his beſt reſpects. 
have employed the greateſt part of this cared 
in taking a view of every thing curious within 
four leagues of this city; ; but ſhall not trouble you 
with a detail of palaces, paintings, ſtatues, &c. 
as I flatter myſelf Mr, Arbuthaect's friendly ſolicita- 
tions, joined to a due regaid to your heaith, will 
prevail upon you to undertake that journey next 
ſummer. Ihe roads are excellent, poſt- chaiſes very 

commodious, and the beds the beſt in the world; 
but the face of the country in general is very 
retched; of which I can't mention a more lively 
inſtance than that you meet with wooden ſhoes 
and cottages like thoſe in [re/an4, before you loſe 
ſight of Verſailles. I am perſuaded, Sir, you will 
find a particular pleaſure in taking a view of the 
French noblemen's houſes, ariſing from the ſimili— 
tude between the good treatment the Tioynbeims 
meet with here, and that which you have obſerved 
in your former travels. The {tables that Letois the 
tcurteenth has built, are very magnificent; I 
ſhould do them an injury in comparing tein to 
the palace of St. Fames's : yet theſe ſcem but mean 
to any one who has ſeen that of the duke of Bourbon 
at Chantilli, Which lies in a ſtrait line, and con- 
tains ſtalls for near a thouſand horſes, with large 
intervals between each; and might very well, at 
firſt view, be miſtaken for a noble palace : ſome 
hundreds of Yahoes are conſtantly employed in 
keeping it clean, But if any one would. be 
aſtoniſhed, he muſt pay a viſit to the machine of 
Marly, by means of which water is raiſed half 
a mile up a hill, and from thence conveyed a 
league further to Verſailles, to ſupply the water- 
D 3 works, 
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works, Lewis might have ſaved this vaſt expence, 
and have had a more avreeable ſituation, finer proſ- 
pects, and water enough, by building his palace 
near the river; but then be would not have con- 
quered nature. 

Upon reading Bailrau's account of the Petit 
Maijz u, or Poillam of Paris, ] was tempted to go 
ſee it: it is © o flat building, without any upper 
rooms, and might be a good plan for that you 
intend to found, but that it takes up a greater 


ipace than the city perhaps would give; this is 


common to men and women : there is another 
vaſtly more capacious, and conſiſting of ſeveral 
ſtories, called the Heſpital de Fammes,. for the uſe 
of the fair ſex only. I ſhall not preſume to take 
up any part of your ume in deſcribing the people 
of France, ſince they have been ſo excellently 
painted by Julius Cajar. near two thouſand years 
ago: If there be any difference, they are obliged 
tor it to the taylors and peruke-makers. The 
ladies only might help to improve the favourable 
opinion you have always entertained of the ſex, 
upon account of their great uſeſulneſs to man- 
kind, learning, e and many other valua- 
ble qualitics. I {hould have informed you, Sir, 
that Mr. Arbuthnet enquired very kindly after Mr. 
Leſſie; but as I have not the honour to Know that 
gentleman, J was not able to ſatisfy him, but 
referred him to you, who can do it much better 
than, Sir, your moſt obliged humble ſervant, 


J. SIe AN. 
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LETTER LXXXIX: 


Rev. Mr. DoN NE LL AN to Dr. Swirr. 


STI: Cioyne, Ot. 31, 1735. 
[ HOUGH {| have kitherto forbore troubling 


you with my acknowledoments for many favours, 
which very juſtly demanded them, yet the late 
application to the quke in my behalf, (which I 
had an account of from my ſiſter) is ſuch an in- 
ſtance of kindneſs and regard, as will not ſuffer 
me to be ſilent: I muſt beg leave to return you 

my beſt thanks for it, and at the ſame time lit you 
know what a thorough and true ſenſe I have of 
your goodneſs to me, and the great honour you, 
have done me by appearing in my favour, I am 
ſufficiently acquainted with your diſlike to recom- 
mending, as well as the deſerved regard that is 
paid to your judgment and opinion, to know how 
to ſet a proper value on both. And be the ſucceſs 
of this affair what it will, I think myſelf happy in 
having engaged in it, as it has been the occahon 
of your ſhewing that you honoured me with {ome 
ſhare of your friendſhip and regard, which will 
always be my greateſt pleaſure and praiſe. 

I ſuppoſe, Sir, you have heard what an hand- 
ſome mark I have lately received of the biſhop of 
Clyne's favour, and how handſomely it was given; 
unaſked, and unexpected, and without any regard 
to kindred or application. It is a very good pre- 
ferment, worth at leaſt 300 J. per annum; and is 
made much more valuable and agreeable, by the 
manner in which it was beſtowed, and eſpecially 
by coming from a perſon whom you have an 
eſteem for. I was tother day to view my houſe, 
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end was much pleaſed with the fituation, which 
is very pretty end remantick. Jt ſtands on the 
bank of a fine river, in a vale between two ridges 
of hills, that are very green, pleaſant, and woody. 
Its nearneſ(> to Cre (being within four miles of 
it) would make the deanry of that place a very 
Convenient and deſirable addition, and was what 
incuced my friends to think of it for me, What 
ſucceſs their applications are likely to meet with, I 
can't ſay: this I am ſure of, that I cannot be de- 
prived of the ſincere ſatisfaction I receive. frum 
having your intcrefſt and good wiſhes, and ſhall 
always retain a moſt grateful remembrance of 
them. The biſhop of Cihhne deſires you will ac- 
cept of his beit ſervices; and I beg you will believe 
me, with the greateſt reſpect, Sir, your moſt 
obliged and obedient humble ſervant, 


CHR. DONNELLAN. 
LETTLRxC 
Mrs, PEN DARVES to Dr, SWIFT. 


SIR, Paradiſe, Nov. 8, 1735. 
1 THINK I have been a great while without 


writing to you, and hope you are of my mind, I 
would rather be chid by you for my ſilence, than 
have you paſs it over quietly, for that would have 
ſuch an air of indifference as would greatly alarm 
me. Abſence is generally thought a great weak- 
ener of inclination: I am apt to think it will 
prove my friend with you. Our acquaintance 
was ſo ſhort, I had not time to diſgrace myſelf 
with you. T was ambitious of gaining your eſteem, 
and put on all my beſt airs to effect it: I left you 
zt a Critical moment; another month's conver- 
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ſation might have ruined all. I ſtill beg you will 
encourage your indulgent way of thinking of me. 
W hat will you gain by diſcovering my foilies ? and 
T ſhall loſe the honour of your friendſhip ; which 
loſs cannot be repaired in gland or Ireland. It 
Mrs. Donnellan is my true friend, ſhe has, by way 
of excuſing me, told you my diftref; for my lifter, 
which now | hope is over. I refer you to Mrs. 
Dennellan tor her character; and that will juſtify to 
ou my great care and concern for her, 

I can't help lamenting Dr. Delany's retirement. 
I expected his benevolent diſpoſition would not 
have ſuffered him to rob his friends of the plea— 
ſure and advantage of his company: if you have 
not power to draw him from his ſolitude, no other 
perſon can pretend to do it, I was in hopes the 
weekly meetings would have been renewed and 
continued. Mrs. Donnellan is much diſappointed, 
and I fear I am no longer a toaft. 

Jam thoroughly convinced that a reaſonable 
creature may live with more comfort and credit in 
Dublin than in London; as much convinced of it 
as that I ſhould be richer with eight hundred 
pounds a year than four. But to what purpoſe 
is it for me to regret my poverty? My lot is 
throw on Engliſb ground; I have no pretence to 
fly my country : furniſh me with one, and you 
have laid temptations enough in my way to make 
me ready to embrace it. 

I have becn two months in this place, which 
bas all the advantages of the country ; as quietneſs, 
cheapneſs, and wholeſome air. I uſe a good deal 
of exerciſe in the morning; ; in the cvening J read 
a play with an audible voice. I am now reading 
Peaumont and Fletcher's works: they entertain me 
extremely. Sometimes I read a little philoſophy, 
Derbam's lectures: many things are too abſtruſe 

for 
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for me in that ſtudy ; but I fancy myſelf, in ſome 
reſpects, much wiſer than I was before TI read them. 
If you don't approve of my ſtudies, I hope you 
will recommend what you think will be more to 
my advantage. 

I am ſorry to find, by your letter, that Mrs, 
Donnellan does not ſee you often : ſhe cannot be 
pleaſed with a fituation that prevents her having 
that ſatisfaction. I depended upon your meeting 
often ; and what is more, upon being ſometimes 
the ſubject of your converſation. I am glad to 
hear of her brother's promotion: he very well de- 
ſerves good fortune ; he knows how to enjoy it 
handſomely, and ſcorns to court it meanly. I 
think I have made you a country viſit : if J have 
not quite tired you, I hope you will ſoon challenge 
another: I know you pay me a great compliment 
in writing ; and, jf I was very well bred, I ought 
not to inſiſt upon your doing any thing that may 
give you trouble; but I only conſider my own ad- 
vantage, and cannot give up a correſpondence 1 
value ſo much. I am, Sir, your moſt obliged and 
humble ſervant, 


M. PENDARVES, 


1 XCl. 


Dr. SwiFT and Dr. SHERIDAN to Mrs, 
WHITEWAY. 


Thoſe parts of the letter marked thus ““ and concluding thus“ 
were written by Dr. Sheridan. | 


M ADAM, Nov. 8, 1735. 
N OV. 3, to Dunſballan, twelve long miles, 


very weary ; Nov. 4, to Kells, ſixteen miles, ten, 


times wearier ; the 5th, to Croſs-+eys, ſeventeen 
long miles, fifty times wearier; the 6th, to Hons: 
ve 


IS. 
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five miles, wearieſt of all: Yet I baited every 
day, And dined where I lay; and this very day 
I am weary, and my ſhin bad, yet I never looked 
on it. I have been now the third day at Cavan, 
the Doctor's Canaan, the dirtieſt place J ever ſaw, 
with the worſt wife and daughter, and the moſt 
curſed ſluts and ſervants on this fide Scotland. Let 
the Doctor do his part. Not quite fo bad, I 
% allure you, although his teal was ſpoiled in the 
66 roaſting : - and I can aſlure you that the dirt of 
our ſtreets is not quite over his ſhoes, fo that 
« he can walk dry. If he would wear golaſhes, 
© as I do, he would have no cauſe of complaint. 
« As for my wife and daughter, I have nothing 
„ to ſay to them, and therefore nothing to 
« anſwer for them. I hope, when the weather 
« mends, that every thing will be better, except 
« the two before mentioned. Now the Dean is 
© to proceed.” In ſhort, but not literal] 
ſort, I got hither, not ſate and ſound, but ſafe 
and fore, Looking in my equipage I ſaw a great 
pacquet that weighed a pound : 1 thought it was 
iron, but found it Span; liquorice, enough to 
ſerve this whole county who had coughs for nine 
years, My Beaſt told me it was you forced him 
to put it all up, Pray.zo ſometimes to the deanry, 
and fee how the world goes there. The Doctor is 
philoſopher above all ceconomy, like philoſopher 
Mebber. I am drawing him into a little clean- 
lineſs about his houſe. The cook roaſted this day 
a fine teal to a cinder ; for the wife and daughter 
laid, they did not know but [ loved it Vell roaſted. 
The Doctor, fince his laſt illneſs, complains that 
he hath a ſtraitneſs in his breaſt, and a difficulty 
in bre eathing. Pray give him your advice, and 1 
will wiite to your brother Helſbam this poſt for 
his, Write me no news of the club, and get one 


of 
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of them to frank your letters, that they may be 
worth reading. Dear Madam, I beg vou may 
% rather think me like the Devil, or my wite, 
e than J/ebber. I do aſſure you that my houſe, 
& and all about it, is clean in Pztentza. If you 
& do not e ſo much logic, Mr. Har- 
& riſon * will tell you; but I ſuppole you 1gno- 
rant of nothing bur doing any thing wrong. 

ge pleaſed to ſend me one of your fatteſt pige- 
ons in a poſt letter, and I will ſend you in re- 
turn a fat gooſe, under cover to one of the club. 

„The Dean may ſay what he pleaſes of my Ay 
«© Con O my; but I 2flure you I have this mo- 
„ ment in my houſe, a quarter of fat beef, a fat 
“ ſheep, two mallards, a duck, and a teal, be- 
& ſides ſome fowl in ſquadrons. I wiſh you were 
% here. Aſk the Dean if I have not fine ale, 
& table drink, good wine, and a new pair of 
<« tables. Now hear the Dean.” It grows dark, 

and I cannot read one ſyllable of what the Doctor 
Jaſt writ ; but conclude all to be a 28 of lies. 
How are eldeft maſter and miſs? with your 
clerk and ſchool-boy ? So God bleſs you all. If 
the Doctor hath any thing more to ſay, let him 
conclude, as I do, with aſſurance that 1 am ever, 
with great affection, yours, &c. 

| Read as you can, for I believe I have made 
forty miſtakes. Direct for me at Doctor SHeri- 
aan's, in Cavan ; but let a club-man frank it, as 
I do this. Mr. Rochſart is my franker : yours may 
be geneial , or ſome other (great beaſt of a) 
hero. My two puppics have, in the whole jour- 
ney, overpuppied their puppyſhips. Mott abo- 
minable bad firing; nothing but wet turf. ** The 
„devil a lie I writ, nor will I write to the end 
«© of my life. May all happineſs attend you and 


* Mrs. V iteꝛvay's eldeſt ſon. 
| % your 
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&« your family. I am, with all good wiſhes and 
ce affection, your molt obedient humble ſervant, 


THOMAS SHERIDAN. 


« You were plaguy ſaucy who did not like my 
& nuts: 1 do aſſure you my dog Lampey 
* cracks them; the Dean is my witneſs.” 


LETTER Kell. 


From ſome unknown Lady to Dr. SWIFT. 


HON, SIR, Caftletown, Nov. 9, 1735. 
E ACUSE a ftranger's addreſs; nothing but 


the opinion J have of your generoſity and huma- 
nity could encourage me to lay before you the 
incloſed poem, being the product of a woman's 
pen “. I ſee the ſevere ſtrokes you lay on the 
faulty part of our ſex, from which number I do 
not pretend to exempt myſelf; yet venture to de- 
fire your judgment of this little unfiniſhed piece, 
which J ſend you without giving myſelf the lei- 
ſure to correct it, willing that your hand ſhould 
beſtow the laſt beauties. The muſe is my beſt 
companion; and if you compaſſionate the deſolate, 
permit me this ſatisfaction, fince a book and a 
lonely walk are all the gratifications I afford my 


ſenſes, though not dulled with years. I muſt en- 


treat you to throw away two or three lines in 
anſwer to this; and beg leave to conceal my 
name, till I have the honour of writing to you 
again; which if you will allow, 1 ſhall trouble 
you with a view of ſeveral iketches that I writ 


* 'The Poem is loſt, 
occaſionally, 
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occaſionally, and will no longer conceal the name 
of, Honoured Sir, your moſt humble ſervant, 


M. M. 


Sir, direct to Mrs. Mary Moran, at Caſtle- toꝛun, 
near Gorey, in the County of Herford. 


LEFT EN Nei. 


Mrs. WHITEW AV to Dr. SWIFT. 
S IR, Nov. Sth, 1735. 


I KNOW the moment you took this letter 
into your hand what you ſaid, which was, Pox 
on all Jr:þ writers, and Iriſb letters. It is very 
little trouble T am going to give you, only be 
pleaſed to anſwer the following queſtions. How 
does your leg do? How is your head? How 1s 
your ſtomach ? How many days were you on the 
road ? How did you lye? How does Dr. Sheri- 
dan? How do you like Cavan ? And how do all 
the good victuals Dr. Sheridan promiſed you turn 
out © * And now, Sir, I beg you will be pleaſed 
to ſuppole that I began my letter by intreating the 
favour of hearing from you; and if that is too 
great an honour for me, that you will order ſome- 
body elſe to do it. Dr. Sheridan would give ſix- 
pence I would aſk who, riſe off his chair, make 
me a low bow, and uncover, to have the opportu- 
nity of telling me. 

Now to write politely, when I change my ſub- 
ject, I always break off, and begin a new para- 
graph. 


* Acant expreſſion, much uſed in thoſe times upon 
311 occaſions, and here ridiculed, 11 
T. 
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Mr. Waller has printed an advertiſement, offer- 
ing ten guincas reward to any perſon that will 
diſcover the author of a paragraph, ſaid to be the 
caſe of one Mr. Throp. I don't know whether 
you heard any thing of ſuch an aftair before you 
left town, but I think it is ſaid there is ſome trial 
to be about it before the houle of commons, 
next week, or the week following. I be 
will not leave your papers and letters on the 2 eg 
as you uſed to do at the deanry, for boys and girls 
and wives will be peeping ; particularly be pleaſed 
to take care of mine, It is certain I write cor- 
rectly, and with a great deal of method; but 
however I am afraid of Curl. Dr. Sheridan has 
my free leave to read this, on condition he burns 
it inſtantly ; but firſt let him take notice of all the 
compliments I make him, May be you imagine 
that if you anſwer this, you will be no more 
plagued with my letters; but I have learned from 
Molly + never to have done with my demands on 
you : therefore write, or not write, (unleſs you 
command otherwiſe) you ſhall hear once a week 


from, Sir, your moſt obedient and moſt obliged 
bumble ſervant, 


MARTHA WHITEWAY. 


Molly is juſt come from the Deanry : every thing 


is in good order. She ſaw Mrs. Ridgeway 
there. Young Harriſon and his ſiſter preſent 
you their moſt obedient reſpects, 


+ Miſs Harriſen. 


„ 


LE TIE N IV. 


Dr. SWIFT and Dr. SHERIDAN to Mrs. 


WHITEWAY. 


DEAR MADAM, Cavan, Nov, 15, 1735. 


1 WRIT the above lines in the dark, and 
cannot read them by a candle : what I meant was, 
to boaſt of having written to you firſt, and given 
you a full account of my journey. J incloſed it 
in a cover to Mr. Rochfort, in which I deſired he 
would fend it to your houſe : the Doctor had his 
ſhare in the letter: although we could not give 
ſatisfaction to all your queftions, I now will to 
to ſome, My leg is rather worſe ; but an honeſt 
man, an apothecary here, ſays it begins to ripen, 
and it is in no manner of danger : but I ventured 
to walk, which inflamed it a little. I now keep 
my leg upon a level, and the eaſier becauſe the 
weather is ſo foul that I cannot walk at all. 
This is the dirtieſt town, and, except ſome few, 
the dirtieſt people I ever ſaw, particularly the 
miſtreſs, daughter, and ſervants of this houſe. 
My puppy butler is very happy, by finding him- 
ſelf among a race of fools almoſt as naſty as him- 
ſelf. JI muft now put you upon travelling. You 
muſt enquire where Shale my wine merchant lives, 
and order him to have the twelve dozen of wine 
in bottles ready packt up. It muſt be the wine 
that was two months in bottles (as he aſſured me) 
before I left Dublin: for theſe a carrier will be 


ready 
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teady next week to bring them hither, The deanery 
woman muſt be ready, and Kenrick and Laud mutt 
aſſiſt ; and the carrier mult take them from She's 
cellar, ready packt up. My ſervice to miſs Har- 
riſon. Pray ſend her hither by the firſt carrier; 
and give her eightcen- pence to bear her charges 
of which I will pay three-pence, and the Doctor 
intends to pay another penny. By the conduct of 
this family, I apprehend the day of judgment is 
approaching ; the father againſt ihe daughter, the 
wife againſt the huſband, Sc. 1] battle as well as 
J can, but in vain; = you {hall change my 
name to Doctor Shift, We abound in wild fowl, 
by the goodneſs of a gentleman in this town, wha 
ſhoots ducks, teal, woodcocks, fnipes, hares, Sc. 
for us. Our kitchen is a hundred yards from the 
houſe ; but the way is ſoft, and fo fond of our 
thoes, that it covers them with its favours. My 
firſt attempt was to repair the Sammer Houſe, and 
make the way paſſable to it ; whereupon Boreas 
Was ſo a angry, that he blew off the roof. This is 
the ſeventh day of my landing here, of which we 


have had two and a half tolerable. The Doctor 
is at ſchool ; when he comes I will enquire who 
is this romantic chevalier „ As to Hiller's 


advertiſement, if I was in town I would, for the 


ten guineas, let him know the author of the nar- 
rative; and I wiſh you would, by a letter ia an 
F unknown hand, inform him of what I fay.; for 1 
want the money to repair ſome deficiencies here. 
My ſervice to miſs Harriſan end the Doctor *, and 


my love to the two boys. 1 thall ſtill incloſe to 


; 12 Rochfort, except he rat in ſending you my 
. letters. Service to Mrs. Morgan; 1 hope her 
© hutbanq” s man has prevailed to te of the club. 


* Young Mr, Harriſou. 
Vor. VI. E Adieu. 
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Adieu. Pray take care of the wine, on which 
my healih depends. Beg a duck from the doctor, 


< Beg a duck! beg a dozen, You f: hal\ 
4e not beg, but command. The Dean may talk 
&« of the Girtineſs of this town; but I can aſſure, 
ce that he had more upon his ſhoes yeſterday than 
« js at the worſt in our corporation, wherever 
« he got it. As for my part, I am tired of him, 
« for 1 can never get him out of the dirt; and 
« that my ſtairs, and the poor cleanly maids, know 
« very well. You know that he talks ironically. 
« My wite and I are perfectly eaſy; for we never 
« ſee one another but by chance, c.“ 


LET TE R-XCV. 


Mrs. SIcAN to Dr. Swirr. 


KEV. STR, Nov. 15, 173%, 
A GENTLEMAN, who is juſt arrived from 


Paris, brought me a letter from my ſon, who 
preſents his duty to you, and defires me to ſend 
you the incloſed. I am ſure I was glad of any 
occaſion to write to you, in hopes of the pleaſure 
of hearing you were well, and arrived ſafe at the 


land of Canaan. The hurt you received in your 


ſhin, I was afraid would prevent your going out 
of town: I beg to know how it is now. I believe 
you will be pleaſed to hear poor Throp has juſtice 
done him in College-Green. The trial laſted till 


midnight, and two thirds of the houte were for 


him : he is new going to petition the houſe to 
oblige Col. Haller to wave his privilege ; but it is 
thought he will not obtain that tavour, 

Lady 


JJ · w be EN 


humble ſervant, 


K 


Lady Acbeſoan came to town yeſterday. She 
deſired me to preſent her beſt reſpects to you, and 
tell you ſhe is fomething better. Lord Orrery is 
fretting himſelf to death that he did not come to 
town time enough to enjoy the happineſs of your 
converſation, Our 1ri/h ladies made a fine ap- 
pearance the birth-day at the caſtle; nothing 
about them Jriſb but their ſouls and bodies: I think 
they may be compared to a city on fire, which 
ſhines by that which deſtroys them. Several 
dealers in raw ſilk are broke: the weavers, having 


no encouragement to work up the ſilk, ſold it, 


and drank the money. I beg you will give my 
ſervice to Dr. Sheridan, who J hope is recovered. 
His old friend lord Clancarty drinks ſo hard, it is 
believed he will kill himſelf before his law-ſuit is 
ended. I hope you will like the country about a 


month, and then order Mrs. J/hiteway and me to 
bring a coach and fix and ſet you ſafe at home, for 
this is no riding weather. 


I am, with the moſt 
dear Sir, your moſt obliged 


E.S$1CAN. 


profound reſpect, 


LEK TTA Neu. 
Mrs. WI IT EWA to Dr. SWI r. 


S IR; Nov. 15, 1735 


1 1 AM moſt extremely obliged to you for the 
| honour you have done me, and the account is 
- juſt what I feared, that you would be exceſſive 
| wearv, your ſhin bad, and diſappointed in the 
Doctor's Canaan. 
” agreeable to you, but your ſhin gives me infinite 
trouble. I hope in God you have taken care of 


The latter I am ſorry is not 


2 It 2 
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ic: if it is any running fore, dreſs it twice a day 
with Jenice turpentine, and the yolk of an egy 
beaten together, an equal quantity of each. Spread 
it thick on a cloth, and bathe it once a day in 
warm milk: if it is only black and painful, apply 
warm rum to it often. Pray, Sir, give orders 

our meat may be indifferently done; and if the 
cook fails, then deſire it may be ill done: I have 
known this receipt very ſucceſsful, and a dinner 
eaten with pleaſure cooked with theſe directions. 
You are very rude, Doctor HHeridan, to interrupt 
me when J am ſpeaking to the Dean: no wonder 
IT am fo bad a liſtner, when you are always putting 
in your word. Pox take that ſtraitneſs in your 


breaſt, and difficulty in breathing. Drink warm 


ptiſan, and nothing elſe, except liquorice tea in 
the morning, and ride every day. Sir, I know 
nothing of the Sparnyh liquorice, unleſs it came 
with the reſt of the things from the apothecary's, 
or Mrs. Sican but ſo far your ſervant is right, 
that what bundles | found on the bed, I put up: 
| was wrong that I did not examine them; let 
Dr. Sheridan take it plentifully, it is very good for 
him, I was at the Deanry two days ago; every 
thing is right there; the floor you lie in is a“ 
clean, and I delired Mrs. Ridgeway to get thi 
great chair covered, and Jane to put a fire once : 
weck in your chamber, and in the drawing-room, 
to air the Jadies and gentlemen. One of the in- 
cloſed papers Mr. Renrickh defired me to fend ; you 
ſee I keep to my word, and am determined never 
to trouble you with other people's buſineſs. The 
vengeance take you, doctor, will you never be 
giuzer? | tell you I have never a fat pigeon for 
you, your gooſe I will not have; we are over- 
Rocked with them; but J fend you Col. Waller, 
eule, that came before the houſe on Thurſday. | 

believe 
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believe you will wonder that after the heav 

charges laid on Mr. Thrp fo juſt, by the Col. 
that he was not ordered into cullody ; but to the 
ſurprize of every body the chairman was voted out 
of tne chair at one of the clock in che morning, 
and ſo the affair ended. It is true, there was a 
niſtake of about a month between Col. Hulle 
account and Mr, Tyhrep's in the ſerving of a ſub- 
pœna; and I think it was a ſcandalous thing, 
that a worthy member's word ſhould nat be taken 
before a little parſon's oath, I ſuppaſe you cxpe 
I ſhould anſwer your logic and compliments; but 
do you think 1 have nothing elfe to employ me 
but <rifling away my time in murdering the 
language with your ay Con O my's? I am no 
more a lyar than yourſelf; therefore you are 
obliged to accept of my beſt withes and moſt 
humble reſpects: fo I have done with you this 
time for good and all. Mr, Dean, I am ſure 
Rochefaxcault's maxim never fails: I am this 
moment an inſtance of it, takins a ſecret pleaſure 
in all the little raffles you mect with in the coun- 
try, in hopes it will haſten you to town, My He 
olive branch has a more immediate los than any 
of us; his body ſuffers as well as his mind; for 
lince he cannot enjoy the happineſs and benefit of 
your converſation, he applies himſelf too cloſe to 
his ſtudies : in ſhort, I think he is almoſt in the 
tate of the company h2 entertains himſelf with 
all the morning; and if you ſaw him in company 
of the attendants of the governor of Glnbodubdrid, 
you would find the ſame horror feize you by look- 
ing on his countenance &. My fair daughter pre- 
ſents you her moſt humble and obedient reſpects ; 


Mr. Harriſon was always very thin, and of a weakly 
contitution, 


E 3 lays, 


E 


ſays, ihe is not at all changed by your abſence, 
tor whenever ſhe has the honour to ſee you, you 
will ſtill find her the fame, I am, Sir, your moſt 
obedient and obliged humble ſervant, 


MARTHA WHITEWAY. 


Jane juſt came here with a poem of Mr. Dun- 
in's, that was fent to the deanry, and this 
letter that I incloſe. 


LETTER XCVIL 


Dr. SwirFT and Dr. SHERIDAN to Mrs, 
WHITEWAY. 


DEAR MADAM, Cavan, Nov. 18th, 1735. 


E were undone for want of your anſwer, 
and thought that Mr, Rechfort was at his country 
ſeat, to whom I directed mine, as he was a franker. 
Never any thing of ſo ſmall a kind was fo vexati- 
ous to me as this broken ſhin. If I had appre- 
hended the conſequences, I would not have ſtirred 
from Dublin until it was cured, It hath prevented 
my walking and riding. An apothecary, the 
only doctor here, has it in care, and I cannot fay 
J am better. But the ſurgeon of the barrack here, 
2 friend to the doctor, has been with me this 
morning, ſaw the fore, and ſays it is in a good 
way; and that he will conſult with the apothecary, 
and ſoon make me well. It ſmarts more to-day 
than ever; but the ſurgeon ſaid, it was becaule 
ſome powder called precipitate (an like you) was 
put on this morning to eat off the black ſkin in the 
middle of the fore, It digeſts every day, but L 
| cannot 


3 
cannot digeſt it. I ſhall loſe my health by fitting 


1 ſtill, and my leg in a chair, like a Grattan in the 
+ gout, I with I had ſtaid at home, and you had 
-been my ſurgeon. To ſay truth, this town and 
country are ſo diſagreeable by nature and art, that 
J have no other temptation to ride or walk except 
that of health, our houſe, and ſhocs, and ſtreets 
3 are ſo perpetually and abominably dirty. Eight 
of the inhabitants came out to meet me a mile or 
two from town. The reſt would have come but 
for ſome unexpected impediment. In ſome days 
after I invited the principal men in town to ſup 
with me at the beſt inn here. There were ſixteen 
of them, and I came off rarely for about thirty 
* | ſhillings. They were all very modeſt and oblig- 
ing. Wild fowl is chcap, and all very good, 
except the ducks, which, though far from fea, 
have a rank taſte from the lakes. It is nothing to 
have a preſent of a dozen ſnipes, tcal, woodcock, 
widgeon, duck and mallard, Sc. You would 
| admire to fee me at my endeavours to ſupply 
deanry conveniencies. The curſed turf is two 
hours kindling, and two minutes decaying, You 
are a little too jocoſe upon Mr. Harriſon's coun» 
tenance. I hope he hath no return of illn-is, nor 
is more lean than I left him. He muſt borrow an 
hour more from his ſtudies, and beſtow it on ex- 
erciſe and mirth; otherwiſe he may be like the 
miſer, who, by not affording himſelf victuals, 
died a dozen years the ſooner, by which he loſt 
many thouſand pounds more than if he had fed 
upon pheaſants, and drank burgundy. every day. 
I muſt now repeat the commiſſion I mentioned. 
The old woman, Kenrick, and Laud muſt find out 
Shele the wine merchant: a carrier will go next 
week to the deanry, be taught to find out Shele 
with Kenrick, Shele muſt, as he promiſed, pack 
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up 12 dozen of his claret which hath been bottled 
tire months already. This muſt be given to the 
carrier by Shele, and ready put up in ſome hawpers 
as he will contrive. I hope Mr. Rochfer! will be 
in town to fend you this letter. I am ever yours, 
and my love to the girl and boys, 


LEES © EK. AG VAIL 


«DEAR MAD ARI, 


0 52 O fay the truth, I am not concerned for 

the Dean's accident, ſince my friend Jacob ſays 
there 1s no danger in it; becauſe it Keeps him 
« from his long walks, by which means I ſee he is 
gathering fleh, and I hope: will gather health 
& and wealth by being here; for, as the Scotch- 
& man ſays, Whare there is Muck, there is Luck, 
have no news but too much plenty of gutta- 
bles; if we had agreeable companions as plenty 
< as woodcocks, ducks, ſnipes, cum ſociis, this 
< would be a Paradiſe. J am, dear Madam, 
& with all ſervices aforeſaid, your moſt obedient 
& and very humble ſervant, 


80 ＋. 8. 
&« Pray write to the Dean to bchave himſelf 


os better to me. I want you to ſtand by 
c me.“ 


LIT . 


Lord B to Dr. S wirr. 


Tx HAVE been waiting for an opportunity to write 
10 you with ſafety, becaulc 1 had a mind to do it 
with 


— 
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with freedom; and particula dy to eXplain to you 
what meant, when 1 told you ſome time ago, 
that! was elmoſt tired wich ſtruggling to no pur- 
poſe againſt eee corruption. 1 am now at 
the Bath, where thore are at preſent many Jrifþ 
families, and bo l have enquired of them all, 

if any gentleman or ſervant was returning thither. 
yet L can hcar of none, fo that I am forced, if I 
write at all, to trutt my letter by the common poſt. 

Nothing is more certain than that this letter will 
be opened there, the raſcals ct the office have moſt 
infamous directions to do it upon all occaſions ; 
but they would, every man ot them, be turned 
out, if a letter of mine to you, ſhould eſcape their 
intuition, I am thinking. what the miniſters may 
get by their pecpins why it J ſpeak my mind 
very plainly, they may diſcover two things; cne 
is, that J have a very gre:t regard for you; the 
other that | have a very great contempt for them; 
and in every thine 1 fay or do, ſtill ſet them at 
defiance. Thee things, if they did not know 
before, they are very welcome to find out now; 
and I am determined in ſome other points likewiſe, 
to ſpeak my mind very plainly to you. You mutt 
know then, that when 1 (cid I grew weary of 
contending with corruption, I never meant abſo- 
lutely to withdraw mylelt from parliament z per- 
haps I may not flacken even my perſon] oppoſt- 
tion to the wicked meaſures of the admin! ation, 
but really I find my health begins to require ſome 


attention, and I labour under a diſtemper which 


the long ſittings in parliament by no means agree 
with, When Mr. Faulkner delivered me your 
former letter (for I have ſince had one ſent me 
hither by Mr. Pope) I was juit got up from my 
bed, where I had lain the whole night in moſt 
exceſſive torture, with a violent fit of the 1755 

Was 
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I was not able to write you any anſwer by him, 
who was to depart in a few days, and ever fince 
] have been ar this place drinking the waters, in 
hopes they may be of ſervice to me. Betides this 
04. my ill ſtate of health, I am convinced that our 
conſtitution is already zone, and we arc idly ſtrug- 
gling to maintain, what in truth has been long 
joſt, like ſome old fools here, with gout and pal- 
fies at fouricore years old, drinking the waters in 
hopes of health again, If -this was not our caſe, 
and that the people are already in effect flaves, 
would it have been poſſible for the fame miniſter, 
wo had projected the excite ſcheme (before the 
heats it had occaſtoned in the nation were well 
laid) to have choſen a new parliament again ex- 
actly to his mind? and though perhaps not t altoge- 
ther ſo ſtrong in numbers, yet as well diſpoſed in 
a, to his purpoſes as he could wiſh, His 
maſter, I doubt, is not ſo well beloved as I could 
wiſh he was; the miniſter, I am ſure, is as much 
hated and deteſted as ever man was, and yet, I 
ſay, a new parliament was choſen of the ſtamp 
that was deſired, juſt after having failed in the 
moſt odious heme? that ever was projected, After 
this, what hopes can there ever poſſibly be of ſue- 
cels? Unleſs it be from confuſion, which God 
forbid, I ſhould live to fee. In ſhort, the whole 
nation is ſo abandoned and corrupt, that the 
crown can never fail of a majority in both houſes 
of parliament; he makes them all in one houſe, 
and he chuſes above half in the other. Four and 
twenty b ſhops and fixtcen Scotch lords, is a terii- 
ble weight in one; forty-five from one country 
beſides the weſt. of England, and all the government 
boroughs, is a dreadſul number in the other. 
Were bis majeſty inclined to-morrow to declare 
his body-coachman his firſt miniſter, it would do 
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juſt as well, and the wheels of government would 
move as eaſily as they do with the ſagacious Driver, 
who now fits in the box. Parts and abilities are 
not in the leaſt wanting to conduct affairs; the 
coachman knoys how to feed his cattle, and 
the other feeds the beaſts in his fervice, and 
this is all the fil! that is neceſſary in either caſe, 
Are not theſe ſufficient difficulties and difcourage- 
ments, if there were no others; and would any 
man ſtruggle avainit corruption, when he knows, 
that if he is ever near defeating it, thote who 
make ule of it, only double the golrs and carry 
all their points farther, and with a digher hand, 
than perhaps they at firſt intended. Beſides all 
this, I have had particular misfortuncs and diſap- 
pointments : I had a very near relation of great 
abilities, who was my fellow, I. W in the pub- 
lic cauſe: he 1s gone; 1 loved and eſteemed him 
much, and perhaps wiſhed to tee him one day 
ſerving his country in ſome honourable ſtation: 
no man was more C: pable of doin it, nor had 
better intentions for the public tervice than him- 
ſelf, and I may truly fav, that the many mortifi— 
cations he met with, in ten or twelve years rug 
gling in parliament, was the occalion of his deat 
1 have loſt likewile the trueſt f. iend, n. ay 3 
ſay ſervant, that ever man had, in Mr. Merrill; 
he underſtood the courſe of the revenucs, and the 
public accounts of the kingdom as well, perhaps 
better than any Man in it, and in this re Peet he 
was of fingular uſe to me: it is utterly impoſſible 
for me to go through the crudgery by mz ſelf, 
which I uſ d to do eafily with his alfiſtance, and 
herein ir is that oppoſition galls the moſt. 

Theſe ſeveral matters l have enumerated, you 
will allow t be ſome diſcgurugements; but never- 
theleſs, when the time comes, I believe you 5 
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Red me acting the ſame part I have cver done, and 
which I am more ſatisfied with myſelf for having 
done, ſince my conduct has met with your appro- 
bation : and give me Jcaye to return you my moſt 
fincere thanks for the many kind expreſiions of 
vour friendſhip, which I eſteem as I ought, and 
vill endeav ur to deſerve as well as I can. You 
enquire after Bol:robroke, and when he will return 
iram France. If he had liſtened to your admont- 
tions and chidings about ceconomy, he need never 
nave gone there; but now | fancy he will ſcarce 
retura tom thence, till an old gentleman, but a 
very hale one, plcaſes to dye“. I have ſeep feve- 
rz} of your letters on frugality to our poor friend 
John Gay (who needed them not) but true patrio- 
tiſm can have no other foundation. When !] ſec 
lords of the greateſt eſtates, meanly ſtooping to 
take a dirty penſion, becauſe they want a little 
ready money for their extravagancics, I cannot 
help wiſhing to ſez ſome papers writ by you, that 
may, if poſhible, ſhame them out of it. This is 
the only thing can recover our conſtitution, and 
reſtore honeſty. I have often thought that if ten 
or a dozen patriots, who are known to be rich 
enough to have ten diſhes every day for dinner, 
would invite their friends onl y to two or three, it 
might perhaps ſhame thoſe who cannot afford two, 
from having conſtantly ten, and ſo it would be in 
every other circumſtance of life: but luxury is our 
ruin. This grave ſtuff that I have written, looks 
like preaching, but I may venture to ſay to you, 
it is not, for I ſpeak from the ſincerity of my heart. 
We are told a peace is made : if it be true, I am 
\.tisRed our miniſters did not ſo much as know of 
the negociation: the articles which are the oſten- 


* Lord Bolingbrole's father, lord St. ohn. 
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ible ones, are better than could be expected, but 
1 doubt there are {ome ſceret ones, that may coſt 
us dear, and I ain fully convinced the tear of theſe 
will furniſh our miniſters a pretence for not re. 
ducing a ſingle man of our army. I have juſt 
room to tell you a ridiculous ſtory bas happened 
here. In the dioceſe of Hells the biſhop and his 
chancellor have quarrclied : the conſequence has 
been, the biſhop has excommunicated the chan- 
cellor, and he in return has excommunicated the 
two archdeacons, A viſitation of the clergy was 
appointed; the biſhop not being able to go kim 
felf, directed his archdeacons to viſit for him. The 
chancellor alleges from the conſtitution of him, 
this cannot be, and that the biſhop can delegate 
his power to nobody but himſelf; ſo that probably 
all the clergy who attend on the chancellor will 
be excommunicated by the biſhop, and all who 
obey the orders of the archdeacons will be excom- 
municated by the chancellor. Ih biſhop in the 
cathedral, when the ſentence of eee a e 
Was going to be read, ſent for it, aud tore it in 
the open church ; the chancellor afterwards afhxed 
it on the church doors, There are a great many 
more very ridiculous circumſtances attending this 
affair, which I cannot well explain: but upon a 
refcrence of the whole to my lord hich chancollag 
I am told he has declared nis optnion in ſupport 
of his brother chancellor, I am glad I have leſe 
no ſpace to put my name to the bottom of my let- 
ter; after ſome things I have ſaid it may be impto- 
per, and J am ſure it is needleſs when I afture 
you no man can be with more ſincerity and regard 
than Jam, your moſt obedient humble ſervant. 
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Mrs. WHITEWAY to Dr. Swirr, 


SIR, 
1 RECEIVE as a high favour your juft 


reprimand fur not anſwering your letter by the 
firſt poſt z nay, I will add another fault to it, by 
endeavouring to excuſe myſelſ. It was out of the 
hipheit refpect I did not write, left you ſhould 
think me too forward in giving trouble. But fince 
I have your licence, i will not miſs an opportunity 
of paying, my moit humble duty, and of acknow- 
ledging the greateſt obligations I ever lay under to 
any mortal. I have had the very ill ſortun? to 
come late under your care; yet even theſe di ſad- 
vantages do not hinder you from acting the moſt 
friendly part, of endeavouring to enlarge my mind, 
and mending my errors : you fee how induſtriouſly 
] avoid mentioning the word aus. When you 
left us, I did not think it would be poſſible for me 
to dread getting a letter from you; but the ac- 
count of your leg, which I find worle and worſe, 
alarms me to that degree, that I tremble for the 
conſequence, 1 conjure you, dear Sir, not to 
truſt any longer to country helps : your appetite, 
your health, is in the greatett danger, by ſitting 
ſo much as you muſt be obliged to do, till that 1s 
well. I know life is as lite regarded by you as 
any one; but to live in miſery, is what I am ſure 
you ought to avoid. The wine was packed up 
on 2 Tveſday laſt in a hogſhead : I thought that was 
ſafer than a hamper : Mr. hens ick and Laud were 
by all the time: they. and Mr. Sele were here 
with me that nizht: they tell me they got large 


bottles, of v. hich I have a great charge. Mr. 
h Shele 
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- Shele defires the wine may be kept in the ſame 
manner it is now packed, and taken out by half 
dozens as it is uſed : the numbers taken out may 
be chalked on the head of the veſſel, to fee that 
Juſtice is done: he thinks it will keep better that 
way than perhaps in a cellar. I think you came 
off ſcandalouſly cheap with treating ſixteen gen- 
tlemen for a moidore. Pray, Doctor Sheridan, 
when the Dean next uſes you ill, tell him of hig 
pitiful doings. My fon is greatly obliged to you, 
Sir, for your care and advice; and aſſures me your 
word ſhall be an oracle to him. He has not had 
a return of his diſorder; yet his ſtomach is gone, 
and of conſequence his ſpirits. Mr, and Mrs. 
Morgan have commanded me to lend you their moſt 
obedient reſpects, and are much concerned about 

our leg. Pray, Sir, date your letters, I believe 
both you and Dr. Sheridan hate wiiting the word 
November; for not one of them have bcen dated. 
I only hate the day of the month : the truth was, 
in my laſt I could not recollect it (for I think I 
forgot it) and watched for ſome of the brats to tell 
me. Leſt I ſhould do the ſame now, be plcaſed to 
remember I write this Nov. 22, 1735. I amy 
Sir, your moſt obedient and moſt obliged humble 
ſervant, 


MARTHA WHITEWAY. 


If you are pleaſed to direct to me under cover 
to Mr, Morgan, I ſhall get your letters, 
Perhaps Mr. Rochfort may go out of town, 
and then I ſhould be long without them, 
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Dr. SWIFT and Dr. SHERIDAN to Mrs, 
W HITEVWAY. 


DEAR MADAM, Nov. 22, 1735. 
H AVING anſwered your long letter, which 


was improved by the Doctor's * additions, I now 
tell you that a /fonday next, which will be the 
24th inſtant, a carrier will go from hence, and 
is directed by another letter to you, to manage the 
buſineſs of ſending the twelve dozen of wine, 
which Mr. Shele has ready bottled, and muſt fee 
it packed up in his beſt manner in hampers or 
hogſheads, as I mentioned in my laſt, and that 
the wine was bottled (as he {ays) two months be- 
fore I came away. MKenrick and Land and the 
women will be your aſſiſtants. The fellow will 
be with you by Medneſday night or Thurſday morn- 
ing, and I wil! write by him. I cannot ſay my 
ſhin is yet better, although our apothecary and the 
barrack ſurgeon attend me; but they ſee no danger, 
and promiſe I ſhall recover in a few days. Mean- 
time, I dare neither walk nor ride, and yet I think 
my ſtomach is better, and ſo may continue till I 
grow weary of ſnipe, teal, widgeon, woodcock, 
hare, leverct, wild duck, fieldfare, c. My fer- 
vice to your He and the brats. Let Kenricl, my 
verger, know what I write about the wine, that 
he and Zaud and the women may be prepared ; 
this will fave me a letter to him. I am ever 
entierement v. 


Cavan, Nov. 22d, 1735. 


I ſhall never be quiet z a country author un- 
known hath ſent me a manutcript of 200 pages 


Mr. Harriſon's. 
5 for 
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for my judgment. Pray ſend me the three quire: 
of paper in quarto; for the Doctor hath ſwallowed 
up mine, and we have none left. 


& T can aſſure you, dear Madam, with pleaſure, 
that the Dean begins to look healthier and 
& plumper already; and I hope will mend every 
c day. But to deal Mainly with you, I am a 
e little afraid of his good ſtomach, though victuals 
c are cheap, becauſe it improves every day, and 
& I do not know how far this may increaſe my 
% family expences. He pays me but two crowns 
c a week for his ordinary: and I own, that am 


« alittle too modeſt to grumble at it ; but if you 
cc 


cc 


% goods, I make no doubt but his own diſcretion 


would make him raiſe his price. Pray do this 
„ (as you do all other things) in the handſomeſt 
manner you can. I am, to you and yours, as 
% much yours as the Dean aforeſaid,” 


c 


** 


J defire you will hint to the Doctor that he 
would pleaſe to abate four ſhillings a week from 
the ten, which he moſt exorbitantly makes me pay 
him ; but tell him you got this hint from ano- 
ther hand, and that all Dublin cries ſhame at hin 
tor it. 


LETTER GH, 


Mrs. WHiTEwayY to Dr. SWIFT. 


SIR, Nov. 25, 17255 


HAV E not known for ſome years, the pla 
| tyre of a poſt-day, till within theſe three weeks: 
I read your letters twenty times over. I tell you 


Vor. I. L this 


would give him a hint about wear and tare of 
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this to induce you to continue me your favour ; 
for I know it is your ſtudy to make the wretched 
happy. The wine is ready for the carman, and 
all the caution taken that you commanded. If I 
durſt, I would repine, that you could think I 
ſhould require your orders three times repeated to 
take care of what you told me yaur health de- 
pended on. I rejoice te find your ſtomach is 


better, but grieve to hear your leg continues ſo 


long bad. LI ſhall deſpiſe your ſurgeon and apo- 
thecary, if they do not cure it immediately. Apollo 
hath always waited on you, when it was not half 
ſo material. Where the vengeance is he now? 
After all, he juſtly quits you, fince you have left 
off invoking him. Idleneſs is your crime; to puniſh 
you, he contines you to a chair, and the penance 
he enjoins, is to employ your pen once more: if 
not, there are vultures to prey on legs as well as 
livers: I wiſh you were fafe out of their hands, 
Mr. . 's curate, laſt week commit- 
ted another fine c::ploit : he way-laid his wife, 
who was going home from a neighbour's, about 
eleven at night, with two ſervant maids with her, 
and would have periuaded her to have gone to his 
lodging; ſhe refuſing, he called the watch, and 
put her and her maids into the watch-houſe as 
ſtrollers, with orders to keep them there till morn- 
ing. Mrs, got off by ſome means or other, 
but the women were kept all night. Mrs. Sican 
told me the news, and withal that the Dr. is at 
laſt very angry with him. Mr. 's great fond- 
neſs to get his wife home, was to ſtop a proſecution 
ſhe had begun againſt him in the biſhop's court, 
for cruel uſage ; and if he had prevailed on her to 
have gone with him, the affair muſt have dropped. 
I was at the deanry on Saturday, though I forgot 
to mention it in my laſt letter. My ſon was there 

yeſterday, 
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yeſterday, and I would have been three to-day, if 


a ſwelled face had-not prevented me. T have ſent 
for Mr. Kenrict, or Mr. Laud, to let them know 

our commands. I muſt beg the favour of you 
to deliver the incloſed to Dr. Sheridan, and to 
pardon my ſealing it. You are ſenſible there are 
ſecrets that the neareſt friends muſt not. ſee, As 
you have nothing to do, be pleaſed to write me 


the heads of the two hundred pages in manuſcript, 


and I will give my opinion about it. I muſt now 


intreat you to think of coming to town; I truſt 


in God your ſhin will not require it; but conſi- 
der how it is poſſible for me to ſpend the Vinter 
evenings, who have been fo delightfully entertained 
all Summer at the deanry. I have ſtaid till the laſt 
moment before 1 ſealed this, in expectation of 
{ſeeing ſomebody from your houſe, but am diſap- 
pointed. I promiſe to take care to fee the wine 
leave this place ſafe, and to ſend the piper by the 
carman. My ſon and daughter are your moſt 
obedient ſervants. I am, Sir, with the higheſt 
reſpect, your molt obliged and molt obedient hum- 
ble ſervant, 


MARTHA WHITEWAY, 


LETTER CE. 
Mrs. WHITEWAY to Dr. SWIFT, 


$18, Dublin, Nov. 29th, 1735. 


1 NEVER was more out of temper in my life 
than I have been theſe two days; yeſterday that I 
did not hear from you, and to-day at the rogue 
that brought your letter to Mr, Kenrick at ten laſt 


| Night, and the diſappointment we have met with 


from him that was to carry the wine to Cavan. 
The 
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The incloſed letter gives ſo full an account, that 
I need add nothing to it, but his being a right 
county of Cavan man. I deſire Dr. Sheridan will 
take care for the future not to employ them about 
your buſineſs ; 1 owe him this reflection for truſt- 
ing ſuch rogues. Pray, fir, tell me what I ſhall 
do in this buſineſs ; ſhall I get Mr, Shele and Mr. 
Kenrick to look out for an ” honeſt carman, and 
agree as cheap as we can to carry it to you? for { 
find there is no Cepending on the Doctor's coun- 
trymen, Had you aſluted me, as you ſay the ſur- 

eon docs, that your leg was better, my joy would 
be equal to the uncafineſs I have ſuffered on that 
occaſion. I fear I ſhall never have the pleaſure 
of being with you on your birth-day ; were my 
purſe as heavy as my heart is, that I cannot be 
with you to-morrow, I would this night have been 
at Cavan, and have left it on Monday morning. 

I ſhall make a great entertainment to-morrow 
for my family, to celebrate the Drapier's birth- 
day, and drink his health. My two eldeſt cubs 
(match me that) preſent you their moſt humble 
and obedient reſpects, with their hearty wiſhes of 
long life, health and happineſs to attend you, 
They durſt not take the liberty to ſend this with 
their hand, but do it with their heart. I ſend 
you their own words ; but where ſhall I find any 
that can expreſs what I would ſay on the ſubject ? 
the moſt ſincere would be what I deſire for myſellf 
whilſt I continue in this world, which is health 
and quietneſs, This I pray God grant you in the 
largeſt portion, and life as long as you ſhall de- 
fire it ! 

Mr. Morgan's heatheniſ name is Marcus Ants - 
nius; I ſaw him and his lady yelterday, who both 
ſay they ſhould be glad to kiſs your hand; his 
def ſon is in the meaſles, Laſt night died the 

biſhop 


( 69) 
bithop of C//ry of an inflammation on the lungs: 
he caught cold on Sunday at the Caſtle chapel. 
We have provided one cf the bifhopricks for 
doctor AHarlay. 

I am told by fome people that lord Orrery in- 
tends to make vou and doctor Sheridan a viſit; if 
ſo, I fear it will be a long time before you will 
think of returning here. I expect a long letter 
from doctor Sheridai, in anſwer to all that 1 have 
ſaid to him in this. 

think this is fo well written that it needs no 
apology for a bad pen. 

[ am, Sir, your moſt humble and moſt obedient 
ſervant, 


M. WHITLWAY. 
EE I-16 8-C1y>» 


Dr. Sw1iF'r and Dr. SHERIDAN to Mrs. 
WHITEWAY. 


DEAR MADAM, Cavan, Nov. 28, 1735. 


1 TAK E advantage a day before the poſt to 
write ty you; and this is the firſt day I have ven- 
tured to walk this fortnight paſt, except yeſterday, 
when I dined wich my ſurgeon at the barrack. 
This morning I viſited four ladies in the town, 
of which your friend Mrs. Donaldſon was one. 
My whole journey hath been diſappointed by this 
accident; for I intended to have been a conſtant 
rider, and as much a walker as this dirty town 
would allow. Here are a thouſand domeſtic con- 
veniencies wanting; but one pair of tongs in the 
whole houie ; the A ſo wet, that a tolerable fire is 
a miracle; the kitchen is a cola a hundred yards 
off and a half; the back and tore door always left 
open, which in a ſtorm (our conſtant companion) 

1 threatens 
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threatens the fall of the whole edifice: Madam as 
croſs as the Devil, and as lazy as any of her ſiſter 
ſows, and as naſty, Theſe are ſore of our blind 
ſides. But we have a good room to eat in, and 
the wife and lodgers have another, where the 
Doctor often ſits and ſeems- to eat, but comes to 
my eating - room (which is his fludy) there finiſhes 
the meal, and hath ſhare of a pint of wine. Then 
we have an honeſt neighbour, Mr. Price, who fits 
the evening, and wins our money at backgammon, 
though the Doctor ſometimes wins by his blunder- 
ing, As to meat, we are hard put to it. Tis 
true, our beef and mutton are very good ; but for 
the reſt, we are forced to take up with hares, par- 


tridges, teal, grouſe, ſnipes, weodcocks, plover, 


ſilver eels, and ſuch traſh ; which although they 
be plentiful and excellent in their kinds, you know 
are unworthy of a refined Dublin dean. I expect 
before this letter goes that the carrier will be here 


With the wine, and that I ſhall have time to chide 


you for five dozen of bottles broke by the ill pack- 
ing up. He ſet out from hence on Tuęſday, but 1 
ſuppoſe cannot return till next week. I had, ſeve- 
ral days ago, a letter from Mrs. Sican, and ano- 


ther from her French ſon *, an excellent good one; 
when you go that way, tell her of this, with my 


ſervice, and that I will write to her ſoon. Your 
letters have been ſo friendly, ſo frequent and ſo 
entertaining, and oblige me ſo much, that I am 


* The Dr. calls young Dr. Sican her French ſon, be- 
cauſe he was then travelling in France. This young 
gentleman was at laſt unfortunately murdered, as he 
was travelling in Italy in a poſt-chaiſe, by a perſon who 
fired his piſtol at him from another poſt-chaiſe, upon 


ſome diſpute between the drivers contending for the 


way. 
afraid 
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afraid in a little time they will make me forget you 
are a couſin, and treat you as a friend. If Apollo 
hath intirely neglected my head, can you think 
he will deſcend to take care of my thin? Earthly 
ladies forſake us at forty, and the Muſes at 
fifty- five. I have mentioned that raſ-al — to Dr. 
Delany, who defended him as well as he could, 
but very weakly ; if the Doctor will not caſt him 
off, he will juſtly expoſe himſelf to cenſure, 

I wiſh you would ſpeak to your dearly beloyed 
monſter Mr. „when he comes to town, about 
my Laracor agent, to pay me ſome money, and to 
reproach — for his infamous neglect of my 
affairs. He is one of your favourites, and — 
another ; I hope I am not the third. 

I have juſt ſpoken about the thread to Mrs. 
Sheridan, who tells me, that what you deſire is to 
be had here every market day; and that Mrs. 
Donaldſon underſtands it very well. To carr 
% on the thread of the diſcourſe, I diſcovered the 
little dirty b—h, the fire-maker, to be the 


opener of the doors, and the leaver of them fo ; 


for which the dean had her lugged this evening 
& by the cook-maid; for which he paid her a 
© three-pence +, and gave the little girl a penny 
for being lugged ; and becauſe the cook did 
not lug her well enough, he gave her a lugging, 
© to ſhew her the way. Theſe are ſome of our 
„ ſublimer amuſements. I wiſh you were here to 
* partake of them. The only thing of impor- 
5 tance I can tell you is,” (Ay, what is it? He 
ſhall be hanged rather than take up any more of 
this paper. It is true that the Legion Club is 
linking the value of gold and ſilver to the ſame 


+ A little ſilver piece current in thoſe days, but the 
ſpecies has been long worn out. 
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with England, and are putting 47. a hogſhead more 
duty on wine? he curſed vipers uſe ail means to 
inc:caſe the number of abſentees. Well, I muſt 
go to the market about this thread, It ; is now 
Mo. 29th; I fear the Pector will hedge in a line. 
] have now got Mr. Mos gan's heatheniſh Chriſtian 
name, and will direci my letters to him. I am to 
finiſh a letter to Mrs. Sican : I deſire you will call 
on ker ſometimes, My love to your brats. I have 
ſettied with Mrs. Denalaſon about the thread; but 
wil! order a double quantity, that you may knit 
ſlockirgs for your dear ſelf, Let the DoQor con- 
clude, J am ever, c. Madam, I have only 
room to tell you that I will ſee you the 12th or 
« 15th of Decr.) excuſe a long parentheſis : your 
« moſt obedient and” 


LETTER-CV. 


Mrs. WHITEWAY to Dr. SWIFT. 


S 1 R, Dublin, December 2d, 1735. 


I WADED this morning through dirt and rain 
to the Deznry ; but 1 place no more to your ac- 
count than from Hgh-Street, I found every thing 
in great order; your bed and window curtains 
cleaned, and to my ſati. faction, the great chairs 
covered ; the dogs in high ſpirits. the woman in 
good humour, and Mr, enrich and Mrs. Riage- 
zwey on duty. I am quite aſhamed of my enter- 
tainment on Sunday. The Drapier's birth-day 
was celebrated by Mr. Laud with a Cinner of 
wild-duck, plover, turkey, and puliet ; two bowls 
of punch, and three bottles of claret. At night 
Mr. K:nrick gave a ſupper, with an ocean of 
punch. 'I heir houſes were illuminated, $0 oe 
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bells rung. Several other houſes followed their 
example, | | 

I am almoſt reconciled to your ſurgeon ; the 
next letter, I hope, will finiſn our quarrel. When 
he has ſet you firmly on your legs, if making 
Gods were not out of faſhion, I would tranſlate 
him ; however he ſhall be my ſaint. 

As you have been remarkable for never being 
ſevere on the ladies, I am ſurprized you ſhould ſay 
that we forſake the men at forty. I deny the fact ; 
while they ſing our praiſes, we continue to hold 
them in admiration. For an example of this, I 
give the author of The Ladies Dreſſing-room, and 
Strephen and hee, who, by writing theſe poems, 
gained the hearts of the whole ſex. 

[ heartily pity you for want of meat; I wiſh I 
could fend you a large ſhoulder of mutton, freſh 
killed ; how pure and ſweet it would eat! I have 
Juſt left part of one in the parlour; the very 
thoughts of it make me hungry again : I think I 
will go down, and take the other flice *, I know 
it is not to any purpoſe to repro:ch you with 
avarice, for a poor pint of wine among three of 
you. Whatever you do at home, 1 am aſhamed 
to find you ſhew eit at Cavan; I ſuppote your ex- 
cuſe will be at the expence of the poor carman; 
but if you had any generoſity, you would live on 
the public, as I do, till your rents came in. Dr. 
Sheridan ſays, you gave private orders, and coun- 
termanded the wine, to ſpunge on him. I own 


* Here Mrs I7}:izeavay is merry with the Doctor, 
ho could not endure mutton which had not been killed 
three or four days before :; on the contrary, Mrs. Whzte- 
way liked hers ſo freſh, that Dr. Swi/? uſed pleaſantly 
to ſay of her, That ſhe liked mutton that was Killed 
to- morrew. | | 


I think 
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T think it looks like it, or you would not have let 
the man come to town without a car. | 

I ſee you are proof againſt ſtorms within and 
without doors, or you would not think of ſtaying 
in the country when the Doctor leaves it. There 
is no occaſion for you to convince the world that 
you want but one trial to outdo Socrates in every 
thing; let not this keep you, for I promiſe to 
provide one for 7s. 4d. that ſha!l outſhine S2l2- 
mon's brawler. 

Milly and young Harriſon are grown fo ſaucy at 
ſeeing their names fo often in your letters, that I 
cannot govern them : pray be pleaſed to take them 
down a little, All that I can do to vex them, is 
not to ſend you their compliments. My fon in- 
treats you will finiſh your Latina Anglia treatiſe; 
which he deſires you will immediately fend him a 
copy of. 

Doctor Sheridan's laſt letter is ſo long and full 
of particulars, that I cannot anſwer it till I ſee 
him. I am ſo proud of being diſcarded from being 
a couſin, that for the future I ſhall not own either 
Eſq; or Mr. —— for relations; nor ever 
dare to think you a favourite, But I hope you 
will allow me to term you my Oracle, and to ac- 
knowledge myſelf, Sir, your moſt humble and 
moſt obedient ſervant, N 


MARTHA WHITEWAY. 
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LET TEK CV: 


Dr. SwiFT to Mrs. WHITEWAY. 


DEAR MADAM, Cavan, Dec. 6, 1733. 


f HAVE yours of Nov. the 29th. The Doctor, 
who is always ſanguine, reckoned upon the wine 
as ſure as if it had been in his cellar under the 
ſtairs; but I, who am ever deſponding, told him 
] was ſure there would be ſome diſappointment, 
I matter it not, for we have enough ſtill to hold 
us a reaſonable term, at one bottle a day between 
us, at leaſt if he would leave off inviting young 
Mr. Price, Parſon Richardſon, Mr. Naſh, Mr. 
Jacob, Surgeon of the troop, Squire Fleming of 
Balhaynocthye, Doctor O Neil, Doctor Fludd, Parſon 
Charltan of Evackthonyeul, beſide the reſt of our 
Cavan gentry and neighbourhood. I will not 
have the wine ſent by any carrier on purpoſe : it 
would be a confounded expence : but we will 
wait until a further opportunity by Marcus Tully, 
the genuine orator and carrier of our city, I 
refuſed a long time to ſhew the Doctor that part 
of your letter which reflects upon not only his 
countrymen, but his townſmen, and hfty to one 
but upon one of his own or madam's couſins; 
yet there is no danger of kindred, for our town 
agrees that Tully is an honeſt carrier. I was in 
hopes your great entertainment had been for your 
tenant, with his half year's rent. I am ſorry it was 
on account of ſome ſcrub Drapier, of whom I 
never heard, Only I know they are all rogues, 
and I ſhall not pay for their extravagance. 
forgot to tell you that the barrack-ſurgeon pre- 
ſcribed the very ſame medicine that you _ 
| OT 
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for my ſhin. My leg is fo well, that I have been 
twice riding, and walk in the town, that is to 
ſay in the dirt, every day. We have now a fine 
froſt, and walk ſafe from dirt; but it is like a life 
at court, very flippery. 1 do not like to fce my 
money laid out in cl.aning curtains, and covering 
chairs; but ſince, as you ſay, you are pleaſed to 
be at that expence, I thankfully ſubmit. The 
Doctor will be with you on Friday next: he goes 
to lee the Crand Monde, ani beg ſubſcriptiuns to 
build a ſchool-houſe. He taxes you only at ten 
guineas | am to ſtay with madam and his daugh- 
ter until hs return, which will be about a month 
hence, when days grow Jonger and warmer. 


Fox take country ladies d.nners, In ſpite of all 


I could ſay, I was kept ſo late by their formality 
on Thurſday laſt, that I was forced to ride five 
miles after night-fall, on the worſt road in © urepe, 
or county of Cone The Doctor cannot have 
time to write a word: he expects a rogue of an 
agent this evening. who will not come, with two 
or th ee hundred pounds ar ears, by v ich means 
I ſhall be ke.t here for want G, mon y, Which J 
T was foo! enough to exp" to ct from him, to 
bear my «charges back. Ny {nin colt me three 


guincas, end I brou. ht but twenty pounds, I 


deſire the room and bd I Ive in may be often 
aired. [he doctor will rot lye at the de: my, 
becauſe it s for om hi- friends, and he is afraid 
of rovb-'s. I approve y ur name of Cub; but 
may you! male cub neve ut in the club. TI will 

vt pay the three ſhillipgs and four-pence for a 
wife, as you piopoſe, becauſe i can get one heie {or 
two thirteens. Mrs. Londa A a is making the 
thread wich her own fair fingers. I dare not come 
to town till Miſs Harriſon gives me a ons diſ- 

charge. I deſire to know her utmoſt Nn 
iy 
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My chief amuſement here is backgammon. Dr. 
Sheriaan is a peeviſh bungler, and I ſometimes 
win his money. Mr. Price is an expert civil 
gameſter, and 1 always loſe to him. This is tne 
ſtate of my affairs. The Doctor is come up, and 
ſays he will not write a word, becauſe he is buſy, 


and will ſce you ſoon. Entre nous. | will not tay 


when the Doctor is gone; but this is a ſecret : 
and if my health and the weather will permit, I 
will be in town two or three days after him. So 1 
cloſe this letter, and remain entierement a vous, &c. 

My humble ſervice to the bearer “ and his lady, 
God « ever bleſs vou and your fire ſide, 


CTC 
Earl of ORA RERT to Dr. SWIFT. 


DEAR SIR, Jan. 3, 1735-6. 


1 HA E thought it more than a cen ury ſince 
I ſaw you. I crav!ed out to you on oatu day, 
out wes forced to come i om yo r houſe and go to 
bed; tince which time I have not ſtirred out of 
my chamber, My cold continues ſtill bad; and has 

been hanging upon me now for ab ve a fortnight, 
Pray tell ine when I may hope to ſee you again: 
notas audi: 3 reddere veces. I dine at home 
to-morrow :; will you Dare a fow! with me? J 
am ſcarce able to hd up my head; but the light 
of you will g% a great way towards Iecovering 
your ever oblio Zed and faithiul ſervant, 


ORRER TY. 


* Mr. Morgan, to whon this letter was enveloped. 
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LET TER CVIII. 


Mrs. PENDARVES to Dr. SWIFT. 


SIR, Bath, 7th Jan. 1735-6. 


I AM told you have ſome thoughts of coming 
here in the ſpring. I don't think it proper to tell 
you how well pleaſed I am with that faint proſ- 
pect; for ſuch I muit call it till the report is 
confirmed with your own hand. I write in all 
haſte to know if you really have any ſuch deſign ; 
for if you have, I ſhall order my affairs accord- 
ingly, that I may be able to meer you here. The 
good old cuſtom of wiſhing a happy new year to 
one's friend is now exploded among our refined 
people of the preſent age; but I hope you will 
give me leave to tell you, without being offended, 
that I wiſh you many years of happineſs. The 
phyſicians have at laſt adviſed my ſiſter to the 
Bath warers. We have been here a fortnight : 
they do not diſagree with her ; that 1s all can be 
ſaid of them at preſent. I wrote to you from 
Paradiſe, and hope there is a letter of yours tra- 
velling towards me; I think I have uſed you to a 
bad cuſtom of late, that of writing two letters 
for one of yours. I am often told I have great 
aſſurance in writing to you at all, and to be ſure 
J muſt do it with great fear and trembling. I am 
not believed when I affirm I write to you with as 
much eaſe as to any correſpondent I have; for I 
know you as much above criticifing a letter of 
mine, as I ſhould be below your notice, if I gave 
myſelf any affected airs: you have encouraged my 
corretpondence, and I ſhould be a brute if 1 did 
not make the beſt of ſuch an opportunity. 


Bath 


( 99-7] 


Path is full of people, ſuch as they are; none 
worth giving you any account of ; my ſolace is 
Mrs. Barber, whoſe ſpirit and good countenance 
cheers me whenever I hear or ſee her; ſhe is at 
preſent pretty well, Company is this moment 
coming up ſtairs, and I can only add that I amy 
Sir, your moſt faithful humble ſervant, 


M. PENDARVES, 


LETTER CF, 


Dr. SHERIDAN to Dr. SWIFT. 


DEAR SIR, Cavan, Jan. 17, 1735-6, 
1 RECEIVED your letter of reproaches 


with pleaſure; and as I know you hate excuſes, I 
ſhall make none. Whoever hes informed you 
that I was not in my ſchool at the right time ap- 
pointed, has not done me juſtice ; for whatever 
elſe I may diſappoint, that ſhall be inviolably and 
punctually obſerved by me. x M M RM * * 


As for my Quondam friends, as you ſtile them, 
Dundam them all. It is the moſt decent way I 
can curſe them; for they lulled me aſlcep till the 


{tole my ſchool into the hands of a blockhead, and ö 


have driven me towards the latter end of my life 
to a diſagreeable ſolitude, where I have the miſery 
to reflect upon my folly in making ſuch a perfi- 
dious choice, at a time when it was not in my 
nature to ſuſpect any ſoul upon earth. * * & 


Now to think a little for myſelf. The duke of 
Dorſet does certainly owe me a ſmall living for the 
3 expeniive 
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expenſive entertainment I gave him from Terence *. 
I only want a proper perſon to dun him; and I 
know it will be done if my lord Orrery will un- 
dertake it. Do not think me ſanguine in this; 
for more unlikely and leſs reaſonable favours hive 
been granted. God knows whether, duting my 
life, we ſhall have another ſcholar ſent us tor a 
lord lieutenant. K 1 XK * * X * #* 
6 WH F 
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I wiſh you as much happineſs as J have plague, 
which is enough for any honeſt man. 1 am, 
dear Sir, your moſt obedient and very humble 
ſervant, 


- ap —— — 


THOMAS SHERIDAN. 
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Dr. SWIFT to Mrs. WHITE WAV. 


MY DEAR MADAM, Feb, 19, 1735-6, 


I PIT X you and your family, and I heartily 
pray for both : I pity mylelf, and my prayers are 
not wanting; but I pity not him +. I count al- 
ready that you and I and the world muſt loſe him; 
but do not loſe yourſelf, I was born to a million of 
diſappointments: I had ſet my heart very much 
upon that young man; but I find he has no buti- 
neſs in fo corrupt a world, Therefore pray take 
courage from Chriſtianity, which will aſſiſt you 
when humanity fails: I with I were in his con. 
dition, with his virtues. I am a little mending , 


* This was a play of Terence, acted by the Dr.'s 
ſcholars for the entertainment of the duke, 
+ T heephilys Harriſon, Eſq; a young gentleman of 
three and twenty, who was then upon his death-bed, 
| 10 
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to my ſhame be it ſpoken. I ſhall alſo loſe a fort 
of a ſon as well as you: only our cafes are differ- 
ent; for you have more, and it is your duty to 
preſerve yourſelf for them. JI am ever your mot 
affectionate and obedient, Oc. 


J. SWI T. 


LE 1-4-6 8: CXE 


The Biſhop of KILMORE * to Dr. SwiIr r. 


REVEREND SIR, February 23, 1735-6.9 


I SEND you the whole piece +, ſuch as it is: 
I fear you will find the addition, purſuant to your 
hint, heavy; for I could not get my imagination 
warmed to the ſame degree as in the former part. 
I hope you will ſupply what ſhall be wanting of 
ſpirit; and when you have pruned the rough fea- 
thers, the Ands and Thats, &c. you will ſend 
the Kite to the Faulconer, to ſet it a flying, I 
am your very faithful and obedient ſervant, 


J. X. 


May not I claim three or four copies when 
printed? 


* Dr. Joſah Harte, afterwards archbiſhop of Tam. 

+ A ſatire on Quadrille, for which Mr. Faulizer 
the printer was ſent to Newgate, Vide Fohnfton's edi- 
tion of Swift's works printed 1765, letter N. 65. 
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LET T EI En. 


Dr. SWIFT to Miſs HARRISON. 


DEAR MISS HARRISON, February 23, 1745-6, 


1 AM in all poſſible concern for your preſent 
ſituation : I heartily wiſh you could prevail on 
your mother to remove immediately to ſome friend 
or neighbour's houſe, that ſhe may be out of the 
fight and hearing of what muſt be done to-day. 
I wiſh your eldeſt brother Z/hiteway would take 
care to carry her to ſome part of the town where 
ſhe might continue until your houſe may be put 
in order, and every thing that might renew 
the memory of melancholy objects be removed, 
Let your brother Jhiteway write to me, that J 
may know how you all are, particularly your poor 
mother, I am ever, &c, 


J. SWIFT. 


LETTER CHI. 


Dr. SHERIDAN to Dr. SWIFT, 
DEAR SIR, February 23, 1735-6. 


1 AM extremely concerned to find your old diſ- 
order has got hold of you again, which would not 
have happened if you had taken my advice to con- 
tinue here where you were well. I cannot help 
retorting, that I never knew any perſon ſo unad- 
viſeable as you are, eſpecially when it comes from 
me, who am famous for giving the beſt advice, 
and following the worſt, Surely Mr. can- 
not be ſo unjuſt as to let me be above pounds 


a ſufferer for that profligate brute he ſhaked off 
upon 
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upon me : if he does perſevere in Its I will let all 


mankind know, that he acts rather like a little 
raſcally Iriſh ſolicitor than a man of honour, I 
have already almoſt finiſhed a dialogue between 
Lady Getty Tattle and John Solemn (if my money 
be not paid, neceflity muſt make me write for 
bread) upon a ſubject they will not much like; 
which I vow to God ſhall be publiſhed. As I do 
not wear a ſword, I muſt have recourſe to the 
weapon in my hand. it is a better method than 
a law-fuit. My ſchool only ſupplies me with pre- 
ſent food, without which 1 cannot live. I hope, 
if I have any friends left, it may encreaſe, and 
once more put me out of a miſerable dependance 
upon the caprice of fricnd{hip. This year has 
been to me like ftecring through the Cyclades in a 
ſtorm without a rudder ; 1 hope to have a leſs 
dangerous and more open fea the next; and as 
you are out of all danger to feel the like lufterings, 
I pray God you may never feel a dun to the end 
of your life ; for it is too ſhocking to an honelt 
heart. It grieves me much to kear poor Mr. 
Harriſm is in ſuch a dangerous way. I pray God 
preſerve him, not only for his poor mother's fake, 
but the good of mankind ; for I think I never 
knew ſo valuable a young man. IT beſeech you to 
let me know, by the next poit, how he is. 1 
fear the worſt of that horrid treacherous diſtemper. 
I am, dear Sir, with all reſpect, your moſt obe- 
dient and very humble ſervant, 


THOMAS SHERIDAN. 


I loſt ſixty-ſix pounds by a rogue who run of 
Drumcor laſt year, 
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LETT ERCXIV. 


Dr. SwirT to Mrs. WHiTEWaAyry. 


DEAR MADAM, February 25, 1735-6. 


I N the midſt of your grief and my own for the 
ſame misfortune, I cannot forbear complaining of 
our conduct through the whole courſe of your 
affliction, which made you not only neglect yourſelf, 
but the greater part of thoſe who are left, and, 
by the ſame law of nature, have an equal title to 
your care. I writ on Monday to Miſs Harriſon, 
that ſhe would beg you, in my name, to remove 
ſome hours to a neighbour, that your ears might 
not be harraſſed with the preparations for what 
was then to be done. She told me you would not 
yield; and, at the ſame time, ſhe much feared 
ſhe muſt loſe you too. Some degree of wiſdom is 
required in the greateſt calamity, becauſe God 
requires it; becauſe, he knows what is beſt for us; 
becauſe he never intended any thing like perfect 
happineſs in the preſent life; and, becauſe it is 
our duty, as well as intereſt, to ſubmit. I will 
make you another propoſal, and ſhall take it very 
unkindly if you do not comply. It is, that you 
would come hither this day immediately, where 
ou will have a convenient apartment, and leave 
the ſcene that will be always putting you in mind 
of your loſs. Your daughter can manage the 
houſe, and ſometimes ſtep to ſee you. All care 
ſhall be taken of you, and Dr. Robinſow will viſit 
you with more eafe, if you have occaſion for him. 
Mrs. Ridgeway thall attend you, and I will be 
your companion. Let Miſs Harriſon return me 
an 
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an anſwer, and things ſhall be ready for you. I 
am ever, with true eſteem and affection, dear 
Madam, your moit obcdient ſervant and couſin, 


JL. SWIFT. 
LETTER CRV. 


Dr. SHERIDAN to Dr. SWirT. 


DEAR SIR, Feb, 29, 1735-6, 


I SINCERELY condole with you for the 
unſpeakable loſs of Mr. Harriſon, which cannot 
be repaired in any other of his age in this world 
It wounds my heart every moment I recollect him. 
I do verily believe no man living has met with 
ſuch ſevere trials in loſſes of this kind as you have; 
and for this laſt, I muſt own, that I have great 
compaſſion for you, as he was every day growing 
more and more into a friend and companion; 
eſpecially at a time of life which requires ſuch a 
comfort. God Almighty ſupport his poor mo- 


ther *; for none elſe can give her conſolation 
under ſuch a dreadful affliction. 


Poor old Mr. Price cannot hold out a fortnight; 
and his ton claims your promiſe of getting him 


þ ſomething from the Concordatum : if it overtakes 


him alive, it may be a legacy for a worthy ſuffer- 
ing perſon, who has fallen a ſacrifice to his prin- 
ciples. I am, dear Sir, with all reſpect, your 


| moſt obedient and very humble ſervant, 


THOMAS SHERIDAN. 
* Mrs, Whiteway. 
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LETTER.CXVT 


The Honourable THomas CARTER to 


| Dr. SW1FT. 

f N SIX, Henrietta-ſtreet, March 11, 1755-6. 
x 

h 1 WOULD have waited on you, when I ſent 
| | my ſervant with a meflage, but was informed you 
1 did not ſce company. 
5 { have no doubt the printer will have occaſion 


for a creat many Cargoes from our friend Mr. 


Jar US. 
i am very glad I had an opportunity of doing 


; any mine agrecable to you. 1 have long wiſhed 

] foi one inſtance of aſſuring you that I am, with 

4 _ great reſpect, your molt Ghedient and moſt hum- 

| | ble ſervant, 

1 THOMAS CARTER. 

ib; | | 

. Een. 

. | Dr. SHERIDAN to Dr. SWIFT. 

| | DE AR SIR, March 27, 1736. 

Yi [| HAD a pleaſure and grief at once in your 
ö 


5 letter, to find you had not forgotten me, and to 
1 find you unealy at a thing whicn God only can 
1 mend. The dream, which I had before the re- 
ceipt of yours, was ſo odd and out of the way, 
that if Artemidorus were living, he would confels 
it to be out of all methods of interpretation; yet 
I cannot avoid imparting it to you, becauſe if you 
be not much changed, no man ever could ſift a 
matter to the truth beyond you. Thus it was; 
Imprimis, J fell aſleep (or I could. not dream) 
and what was the firſt thing 1 faw, but honeſt 


Cato in a cock- boat by himſelf, engaging not only 
bd a large 


* 
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a large fleet of foreigners, but now and then 


_ obliged to tack about againſt ſome dirty ſhattered 


floats, filled with his own countrymen. All were 
his enemies, except a very few, who were preſſed 
and carried on againſt their will by the arbitrary 
power of the rowers. I would give a {tulling, as 
low as money is reduced, to Know the meaning 
of it. x“ M * #* 


LETTER cxvil. 


Dr. SHERIDAN to Mrs. ALBA VIA. 


DEAR MADAM, 
THANK my dear friend the Dean and you 


for your kind warning againſt a cold, which, I 
thank God, is not among us, as I told you in my 


laſt, Whiſkey, of which I take half a pint in the 


twenty-four hours, with an agreeable mixture of 
garlick, bitter orange, gentian-root, ſnake-root, 
wormwood, Sc. hath preſerved me from the 
aſthma for three weeks paſt to any violent degree, 
I am happy when my gaſpings are no quicker than 
thoſe of a very quick walker. So much for 
myſelf, 

| Now for your jewel of a ſon. I never met 
with any boy of his age of ſuch thorough good 
ſenſe, and ſo great a thirſt for improving himſelf. 
I thank God, he is as you and I could wiſh. The 
Dean will have pleaſure to examine him. Adieu. 
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LETTER CXIX. 


Dr. SHERIDAN to Dr. SWIFT. 


DEAR SIR, April zd, 1736. 


I wOULD have written laſt poſt, but I had 
ſuch a violent head ach, that I could no more 
think than a cabbage, And now all the buſineſs 
1 have is to make you a paper viſit, only to aſk 


you, how you do? You may think me imperti- 
nent for the queſtion ; but when TI tell you, that 


I have not above three friends, you will not won- 
der that I ſhuuld be afraid of loſing one of them; 


and therefore I muſt give you "ſome rules of 
regimen, 


1. Walk little and moderately. 
2. Ride flow and often. 


3. Keep your temper even with my friend 
Mrs. Whiteway. 


4. Do not ſtrain your voice. 


5. Fret not at your ſervants blunders. 
6. Take a chearful glaſs 


7. Study as little as poſſible, 


8. Find out a merry fellow, and be much with 
him. | 


Get theſe. precepts by heart, and obſerve them 
ſtrictly, and my life for yours we ſhall fee better 
times in the next centu 

I am now ſowing ſome peaſe and beans, and 
writing a ſatire upon Mr, Farrbrother, whom 1 
ſtile Fowlbrother the pariſh-boy, It begins thus: 


Thou 


( 8g ) 


Thou loweſt ſcoundrel of the ſcoundrel kind, 
Extract of all the dregs of all mankind. 


And ſhall end thus : 


T'1l make thy dunghill reputation k, 
Write thee to death with thy own pens and ink. 


Tf you can think of any hints of a ſofter kind, I 


beg you may ſend them by the next poſt; for 1 


am in haſte to whip the raſcal through Dublin, 
Preſent my very humble ſervice to Mrs. /7 hiteway. 
May angels protect and keep you for the ſake of 
your friends, is the ſincere wiſh of your moſt 
obedient and very humble ſervant. 


While footman like he waits in every hall, 
His ill-match'd wife is well receiv'd by all. 
Graceful and comely ſhe, he ſcarce a man, 
A dire contraſt of ſcald-crow with a ſwan. 


LETTER cxx. 


Dr. SHERIDAN to Dr. SwiFrT and Mrs. 
WHITEWAY., | 


DEAR SIR, May 12th, 1736. 


|| SEND you an encomium upon Forwlbrother 
incloſed, which I hope you will correct; and if 
the world ſhould charge me with flattery, you 
will be fo good as to explain the obligations I lie 
under to that great and good bookſeller. 


MAD AM, 


How the plague can you expect that I ſhould | 


anſwer two perſons at once, except you ſhould 
think 
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think I had two heads; but this is not the only 
giddineſs you have been guilty of. However, 1 
ſhall not let the Dean know it. 


SIR, 


J wonder you would truſt Mrs. 77þ:tevay to 
write any thing in your letter. You have been 
always too gencrous in your confidence. Never 
was any gentleman fo betrayed and abuſed. She 
ſaid more of you than J dare commit to this paper. 


MAD A Af, 


T have let the Dean know all the kind things 
you ſaid of him to me, and that he has not ſuch a 
true friend in the world. I hope you will make 
bim believe the ſame of me. | 


SIR, 


I with you would baniſh her your houſe, and 
take my wife in her ſtead, who loves you dearly, 
and would take all proper care, if any ſickneſs ſhou!d 
ſeize you. She would. as infallibly take as much 
care of you as ever ſhe did of me: and you know 
her to be a good-natured, chearful, agreeable com- 
panion, and a very handy woman; whereas Mrs. 
Whiteway is a moroſe, dilagreeable prater, and the 
moſt aukward devil about a fick perſon, and very 
ill-natured into the bargain. 


MADAM, 


T believe it will not require any proteſtations 
to convince you, that you have not a more ſincere 
friend upon the earth than I am. The Dean 
confeſſes that he had ſome little diſlikings to you 
(1 fancy he hears ſome whiſpers againſt you) but 

J believe 
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J believe his ſhare of this letter will ſet all matters 
right. I know he has too much honour to read 
your part of it; and therefore I may venture to 
ſpeak my mind freely concerning him. Pray, 
between ourſelves, 1s he not grown very poſitive 
of late? He uſed formerly to liſten to his friends 
advice, but now we may as well talk to a ſea- 
ftorm. I could ſay more, only I fear this letter 
may miſcarry. 


SI RX, 


I beg that impertinent woman, who has unac- 
countably got your ear, may not interrupt you, 
while you read the encomium, and while you 
give it a touch of your bruſh ; for I fear the co- 
lours are not ſtrong enough. Cannot you draw 
another picture of him? I wiſh you would; for 
he is a ſubject fit for the fineit hand. What a 
glorious thing it would be to make him hang 
himſelf! 

As to buſineſs, I have nothing to ſay about 
money yet a while ; but by the next poſt you ſhall 
have two ſcholars notes, which will amount to 
about fourteen or fifteen pounds; and if Mr. 
can force himſelf to do me juſtice, it will put 
about twenty-five pounds in your pocket. But 
then you muſt remark, that you will put twenty 
of it out again, and ſend it to Mrs. WES | 
have nobody after that to gather for but you; and 
if money comes in as I expect, you may borrow 
from, fir, yours. My tenants are as poor as Job, 
and as wicked as his wife, or the dogs would 
have given me ſome money before this. Mr. 
Jones (wears he will not pay you the bond which J 
gave you, except you come down to receive it; 
for he thinks it but reaſonable that you ſhould 
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honour Belturbet as well as Cavan. Mr. Cote 
would give thiee of his eyes to ſee you at Coote- 
hill. All the country long for you. My green 
geeſe, &c. are grown too fat. I have twenty 
lambs, upon honour, as plump as puffins, and as 
delicate as ortolans. I eat one of them yeſterday. 
A bull, a bull; hob, 1 cry mercy. As I return 
from the county of Galway next vacation, I intend 
to make Dublin my way, in order to conduct you 
hither. Our country is now in high beauty, and 
every inch of it walkable. I with you all happi- 
neſs till | ſee you; and remain, with all reſpect, 
your moſt obedient and very humble fervant, 


THOMAS SHERIDAN, 


LETTER CXXL. 


CHARLES FORD, Eſq; to Dr. SwirrT. 


DEAR SIR, London, June 3d, 1736. 
1 HOUGH you have left off correſponding with 


me theſe two years and a half, I cannot leave you 
off yet; and I think this is the ſixth letter I have 
ſent you, ſince J have heard one word of you from 
your own hand. My lord Oxford told me laſt 
winter that he had heard from you, and you were 
then well. Mr. Cajir very lately told me the 
ſame. It is always the moſt welcome news that 
can come to me; but it would be a great addition 
to my pleaſure to have it from yourſelf ; and you 


know my ſincere regaid for you may in ſome mea- 


ſure claim it. 

I have been engaged theſe five months in 2 
moſt troubleſome law-ſuit with an 1ri/h chairman. 
Thoſe fellows ſwarm about Sr. James's, and will 
hardly allow you to walk half a ſtreet, or even in 

the 


E 
the Park, on the faireſt day. This raſcal ruſhed 


into the entry of a tavern to force me into his 
chair, ran his poles againſt me, and would not 
let me paſs till | broke his head. He made a 
jeſt of it that vight; but the next morning an 
Iriſh ſolicitor came, out of profound reſpect, to 
adviſe me to make the fellow amends: he told 
a diſmal ftory cf the ſurgeon and the bloody ſhirt, 
and ſpoke againſt his own intereſt, merely to hin- 
der me, whom he had never ſeen before, from 
being expoſed. Neither his kind perſuaſions, nor 
the prudent councils of our friend Mr, L > 
and a few more, could prevail on me. A few 
days after, the ſolicitor brought me a bill found 
by the grand jury, and a warrant under the hand 
of three juſtices againſt Fohn Ford, without any 
other addition. To ſhew his good will, he would 
not affront me by executing the warrant ; but de- 
fired I would go to any juſtice of peace, and give 
bail to appear the next quarter ſeſſions. By my 
not doing it, he found out the miitake of the 
name, which he ſaid ſhould be rectified in a new 
bill, and if I would not comply with their de- 
mands, after they had tried me for the aſſault, 
they would bring an action of eighty or an hun- 
dred pounds damages. I threatened in my turn ; 
at which he laughed, as I ſhould do, if a little 
child ſhould threaten to knock me down. As 
they proceeded againſt me, I thought it time to 
begin with them, and ſpoke to an acquaintance 
of mine, a juſtice of peace, who ſent a warrant 
for the fellow, upon the waiter's oath, for aſſault- 
ing me, and by a imal] ſtretch of power, committed 
him to the Gate-houſe, where he remained ſome 
days for want of bail. I believe his bail would 
hardly have been judged ſufficient, if his i 
ſolicitor had not gone to another juſtice, and 


taken 
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taken a falſe oath, that the gentleman who com- 
mitted him was out of town. This perjury, it 
ſeems, cannot be puniſhed, becauſe it was not 
upon record. We preſented bills againſt each 
other to the grand jury, among whom there hap- 
pened luckily to be ſome gentlemen ; and though 
J did not know them, by their means my bill 
was found, and his returned igneramus. Then I 
indicted him in the crown-office, the terror of the 
low people, where they often plague one another, 
and always make uſe of againit thoſe of better 
rank. Still the fellow bluſtered, and refuſed to 
make it up, unleſs I would pay his expences ; for 
his lawyer had perſuaded him, that in the end 
he ſhould recover damages ſufficient to make 
amends for all. While he ruined himſelf by law, 
he loſt his buſineſs ; for no gentleman would take 
his chair. This brought down his proud ſtomach ; 
he came to me two days ago, made his ſubmiſſions, 
we gave reciprocal releaſes from all actions, &c, 
.and I have already received the thanks of above 
forty gentlemen, for procuring them liberty to 
walk the ſtreets in quiet. Thus this great affair 
has ended like the Yhire petition, which has 
been the chief buſineſs of the houſe of commons 
this ſeſſion, Towards the end, indeed, they found 
a little time to ſhew their good will to the church. 
It is the general opinion, that the act for repeal- 
ing the Teſt would have paſſed, if Sir Robert 
Ilalpole had not ſeen the neceſſity of his ſpeaking, 
which he did in the moſt artful manner he had 
ever done in his life. Several courtiers voted 
againſt him, as well as moſt of the patriots, and 
among others, lord Bathurſi's two ſons. In the 


houſe of lords, next-to the duke of Argyle, your 


friend Bathur/? and lord Carteret have ſhewn moſt 
rancour againſt . It is a melancholy re- 


flection, 
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not diſappoint us, and then poor Mrs 
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flection, that all the great officers of ſtate, and 
the whole bench of biſhops, joined to the Tories, 
could not prevent any one queiiion in disfavour of 
the Church, | 

I am aſked every day, if there be no hopes of 
ever ſeeing you here again; and am forry not to 
be able to gie any account of your intentions. I 
doubt my long letters quite tire your patience z 
and therefore conclude with aſſuring you, that 
nobody wiſhes you all happineſs more than I do, 
who am moit intirely yours, Sc. 


LETTER CAXIL 


Dr. SHERIDAN to Dr. SWI r. 


DEAR- SIR, June 3d, 1736. 


R. Lucas is now in Dublin, who will pay 
that ſmall bill on demand. I hope Mr. will 
will 
be relieved, I muſt ſet out ſoon for Dublin. At 
my return I will wait upon you to bring you home 
with me. The weather muſt and ſhall be good; 
and you mult and ſhall be in your health ; and 
you muſt and ſhall come with me, 


My walk it is finiſh't, 

My money diminiſh't; 
But when you come down, 
I'll hold you a crown 
You'll ſoon make me rich, 


Or I'll die in a ditch. 


Pray think of things beforehand, and do not be 


as giddy as uſual. The walk is an hundred and 


twelve yards long: I hope that will pleaſe you, 
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My rolling-ftone coſt me dear, If I ſhould ever 
grow rich, as God forbid I ſhould, I would buy 
two hogſheads of wine at once. You muſt know 
I have bought turf for you, which burns like fo 
many tapers. My ſon writes me word that Mr, 
Veſey's family are angry with me for inſerting ſome 
lines in the Legion Club touching him. Upon my 
ſoul, I never inſerted one line in it: and upon 
the whole, I care not whether they believe me 
or not. All my garden things are in top order. 
Are not you ſick of Dublin this hot weather ? 
How can you ſtew in ſuch an oven? My ſheep 
begin now to fatten ; I hope they will pleaſe you 
very well. You ſaw the king's ſpeech, I ſuppoſe. 
J am glad to find by it, that he reſolves to ſtand 
by us. Our breams here are exceeding good and 
fat; we dreſs them with carp ſauce. Doctor 
Walmſley writes me word by laſt poſt, that they are 
making way to bring me to Armagh, Martin is 
quite outrageous mad, and his relations are now 
taking out a writ of lunacy ; ; fo that if my lord 
Orrery would only mention me to the Jord pri- 
mate, it would do. I know my lord chancellor 
is ſo well inclined towards me, that he would 
willingly join in the requeſt. Conſider the lands 
are worth four hundred a year, and the ſituation 
much more advantageous. This mult be a ſecret, 
upon ſeveral accounts. So much for buſineſs, 
and no more. My artichoaks, I do not mean 
my hearty jokes, are in great plenty; ſo are my 
ſtrawberries. I hear, that the czarina, Kowl: Kan, 
and the emperor will overrun Turkey. You will 
not know my houſe when you ſee it next, it will 
be ſo altercated. Pray what ſays goody //hiteway 
to the world ? I hear ſhe gives herſelf ſtrange airs 
of late in calling me nothing but Sherzdan, This 
comes of too much farmiliarity. When I come 
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hext to your houſe, I ſhall make her keep her 
diſtance, eſpecially when company 1s preſent ; for 
ſhe wants to be pulled down. My young turnips, 
carrots, beans, and peaſe are in tine order; you 
muſt pay half a crown a quart, if you eat any. 


I ſhail be very reaſonable as to the reit of your 
diet. 


You ſhall want nothing fit for mortal man 
To eat or drink, 'tis all that I do can. 
- And all that's expedient, 
From your moſt obedient. 


LET. T-E R-CXXI11..; 


Dr. SHERIDAN to Dr. SWIFT. 


DEAR SIR, June 5th, 1736. 


1 AM fo tormented, and have been for eight 
days, with the p—s, that I he ſtretched in my 
bed as I now write; however, I think they begin 
to be eaſier, and I have hopes that I ſhall be able 
to attend in my ſchool on Monday. Surely no 
perſon can be ſo ſtupid as to imagine vou wrote 
the panegyric on the Legion Club. I have ſeen 
and read it in various editions, which indeed 
makes me imagine every body to be its author; 
and what they have done to deſerve ſuch treatment, 
is to me a myſtery. 

I never writ in this poſture before; and FINER 
fore wonder not if lines and words be crooked. 
My pains are likewiſe great; and therefore, whe- 
ther I will or not, [ muſt take pains with this 
letter, 

Now as to your coming down here, the weather 


will be good, the roads pleaſant, and my com- 
Vor. VI. i pany 


(--..09---1 


pany likewiſe, to ſet out with you from Dublin on 
Thurſday fortnight, and to bring you here in three 
days. I have three deer-parks at my command ; 
Goote's, Fleming's, and Hamilton's. I have at 
preſent forty chickens, all fat; twenty ſheep of 
my own, and ſixteen lambs (for lamb will be in 
ſeaſon a month longer) geeſe, turkeys, &c, My 
hens are hatching, my houſe is thatching, my 
geeſe a gagling, my wife a dragling, my corn a 
thraſhing, my ſheep a waſhing, my turf a draw- 
ing, my timber ſawing, my gravel-walk raking, 
my rolling-ftone making, my ale a brewing, 
myſelf a ſtewing, my boys a teaching, my webs 
a bleaching, my daughter's reading, my garden 
weeding, my lime a burning, my milk a churning, 


In ſhort, all nature ſeems to be at work, 
Buſy as Kouly Kan againſt the Turk. 


I do not wonder that Mr. Towers has diſcarded 
that graceleſs whelp ; but I wonder more he kept 
him above a week. He has a genius for miſchief 
would jade even the devil to attend him. If Mrs. 
Fhiteway will prove falſe, I have willows enough 
to crown me, and Jadies enough here to pick and 
chuſe, where I like beſt. The Summer has brought 
them and the flies in great abundance into our 
ecounty ; the latter I think indeed leis troubleſome. 
All of them long for your coming; but I know 
not whether you long for them. I am grieved to 
hear you have loſt ſo much fleſh, which indeed 
is my preſent caſe, If my ſkin were dry, my 
boncs would rattle like a bag cf bobbins. How- 
ever, | make no doubt but to plump us both up 
by iv help of {ome houſewife's remedies. My 
poor ear vie has run mad for joy of your coming: 
ie iwears by all the dirt about her, which is 3 

cart-load, 
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cart-load, that you are mote welcome than 4 
dram to her. Sure J have a gravel-walk finiſhe 
twelve perches in length, eight -radatic ns of 
peaſe, which will laſt you to Oc ober. Tou can- 
not imagine what a good houſewite I am grown ; 
my garden is well ttocked; I have every thing 
but money : but that 1s neither here nor there; 
Mr. Jones will order the money by firſt o portu- 
nity. May all happineſs attend you. 


C 
Dr. SHERIDAN to Dr. S WIr. 


DEAR SIR June 23d, 1736, 
Ix you can believe me, I can aſſure you, that 
we have a great plenty of flies at Cavan; and let 
me whiſper you in this letter, nec deſunt pediculi 
nec pulices ; but I befeech you not to ſpeak of it. 
Si me non fallit ebſervatio, we ſhall have moe of 
the Egyptian plagues, quippe mutitudo militum die 
craſlino adventura et in Cavanniam noſtram. | do 
not know what the devil they will do for meat. 
De noftro cibo, niſi furtim, aut vi abripiunt, uxor 
me capiat, ft gu/taverint. 'The ladies are alrcady 
beſpeaking ſeats in my field upon the hill, Specta- 
tum veniunt, veniunt ſpectentur ut ipje. Ho, brave 
colonels, captains, lieutenants, and cornets, aded 
bic ſplendentes congregantur ut ipſis pavonibus pud:rem 
incutiunt, of which 1 am an eye-witnels, d-jc&:s 
capitibus caudas demittunt. Our bakers are all fo 
buſy upon this occaſion, that they double the 
heat of the weather, argue urunt (Jicinas. But 
when the army fires on Preday, prob Fupiter ! in- 


. fernum redoiebunt ot ſpiraount, Tae noiſe of guns, 


the neighing of the horles, and the womens 
tongues, cum atgue ſerras miſcebunt. 


2 Grouſe 
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Grouſe pouts are come in, 
I've ſome in my bin, 

Jo butter your chin; 

When done with our din— 
—ner, through thick and thin 
We'll walk out and in, 

And care not a pin 

Who thinks it a fin. 

We meke ſome folks grin, 

By laſhing their kin, Sc. 


I could not mention troop-horſes, gum Pegaſus 
nofter luſit exuitim ut vides ; fed jam ſtabulo incluſus 
de verſibus nihil anipiius. You may be ſurprized 
at this motley epiſtie ; but you muſt know that I 
fel] upon my head the other day, and the fall 
ſhook away half my Eugliſb and Latin, cum omnia 
lingua Gailica, Hiſpanica, nec non Italica. I would 
rather indeed my wife had loſt her one tongue to- 
taliter, quoniam equidem nullus dubito niſi radicitus 
evellerctur tonitrui ſuperaret. 


I wiſh your reverence were here to hear the 
truinpets ; 
Miſtake me not, for I mean not the ſtrumpets. 


Well, when will you come down, or will you 
come at all? I think you may, can, might, could, 
would, or ought to come. My houle is enlarg- 
ing, and you may now venture to bring your 
own company with you; namley, the provoſt, 
archdeacon Vall, the biſhop of Clogher, and 


5 


by way of enlivening the reſt. Do not let my 
lord Orrery come with them; for I know they 
will not be pleaſed with his company. My love 
to my ſweetheart Mrs. 7/þ:tetvay, if ſhe continues 


conſtant ; if not, my hatred and my gall, wr 
cuſe 
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cuſe my haſte. I hope by the next poſt to make 
up for this ſhort epiſtle. I am, dear Sir, with all 
affection and reſpect, your moſt obedient humble 


ſervant 
: THOMAS SHERIDAN. 


I ſend you a letter from Mr. Carte. 


LETTER MAV. 


Dr. SHERIDAN to Dr. SWIFT. 


DEAR SIR, July 6, 1736. 
1 SUSPECT that ſome ſecret villain has pre- 
vented the lord chancellor to ſign my commiſſion ; 
and therefore I intreat the favour of you to know 
the meaning of it from his exceilency ; for I had. 
his conſent by a recommendation from my lord chief 
baron Marley, and Mr. juſtice Hard. The fum- 
mer is going off faſt, ſo are my beſt fowl ; and 
you are not yet come. Will you not come for 
your ſix hundred and ſixty pounds? We have no 


e | way to carry it except you come for it yourſelf: 
and do not forget to bring the deed of tale with 
. you for the Marabills and Drumcor, I wiſh you 
could fail with them hither to ſave you the trouble 
u of riding, which I would rather fee than fifty 
d, pounds which I would ſet my hand and ſeal to. 
= Mr. ones, as I told you before, will not pay any 
ar body but yourſelf; ſo that you muſt inevitably 
t, come nolens volens, right or wrong, whether you 
—, can or not. Our veniſon is plenty: our weather 
ny too hot for its carriage. We have not had two 
ey hundred drops of rain theſe fix weeks palt. 
VG 
les Our river is dry, 
x- And fiery the ſky; 


uſe H 3 I fret 
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T fret and I fry 
Juſt ready to die; 
Oh, where fſhall T fly 
From Phebus's eye! 
In bed, when J lye, 
I ſoak like a pye; 
And I ſweat, oh, I ſweat, like a hog in a ſtye. 


1 know you love Alexandrines; for which reaſon 
I cloſed the above madrigal with one, I think it 
133 Of a very good proportion, which I hope you 
will ſet to muſick ; and pray let me have a baſs, 
and fecond treble, with what other decorations 
and graces, you can better deſign than I can di- 
rect. To let you fee you can want for nothing, 
if you come to Cavan, I wiite you the following 
catalogue: | 


Good road, Fat veniſon, 
A clean houſe, Small mutton, 
A hearty welcome, Green peaſe, 
Croud ale, Good water, 
Good beer, Good wine, 
Good bread, Young ducks, 
Good bed, | Young lambs, 
Young turkeys, Grouſe pouts, 
Young beans, Fine trouts, 
Right bacon, Carrots, 
Cauliflowers, Parſnips, [tem 


Young chickens, 
ALONG GRAVEL WALK—— 


I muſt trouble your Reverence with a ſmall ſatnple 
of ſome things, to let you ſee that all I have ſaid 
is truth. 


R E- 
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1 Artichoak, 16 Sileſia lettuce. 

2 Carrot. 17 Thyme. 

3 Parſnip. - 18 Sweet marjoram. 

4 Raſpberries, 19 A Cavan fly, and 
5 Gooſeberries. a thouſand things be- 
6 Currants, red. ſide. 

7 Currants, black. 20 Some of my gravel 
8 Purſlain. Walk. 

9 Kidney beans. 21 Naſturtium. 

10 Common beans, 22 Cucumber. 

11 Red cabbage. 23 Orange. 

12 Common cabbage 24 Spinage. 

13 Turnip. 25 Onion. 

14 Cauliflowers. 26 Pea. 


15 Cols lettuce, 


I would ſend you ſome of my canal, but the 
paper could not hold it. | 
Il have nothing more to ſend but my beſt wiſhes, 
which you can only fee in my face, when you 
come down, 

Preſent my love 96789468467 34056789897 324 
times to my dear Mrs. J/hiteway, and all her 
chickens. I am, dear Sir, as I ever mult be, 
your moſt obedient and very humble ſervant to 
command, Dumb Spur it us hoſe rage it art us. 


L E 'T T E R-CXXVI. 
CHARLES FORD, Eſq; to Ds. SWIFT. 
V London, July 8, 1736. 
11 OU cannot imagine how much I was tran- 
ſported to ſee a ſuperſcription in your hand, after 


two years and a half intermiſſion, The pleaſure 
H 4. I had 
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T had in not being quite forgot, was ſoon abated 
by what you ſay of your ill health. I doubt you 
I've tco much by ycurieli; and retirement makes 
the ſtrongeſt impreſſion upon thoſe who are formed 
for mirth and focie'y, I have not been theſe 
thirty years without a {et of chearfu] companions, 
by herding with new oncs as the old mary and 
£0 off. Why have not you a ſucceſſion of Grat- 
tans and-Zackſens © Whatever reſentment the men 
in power may have, every body cifſe would ſeek 
your company, upon your oun terms; and for 
thoſe in great ſtations, am ſure, at this time, 
you would be :thamed to be well with them. If 
they hate you, it 1s becauſe thcy fear vou, and 
know your abilities better than you feem to do 
yourſelf : even in your melancholy you write with 
too much fire for broken ſpirits. Fur gidCineſs 
and deafneſs give me the utmoſt concern; though 
believe you would be leſs ſubject to them, and 
as well taken care of here: nor ned you ſpunge 
for a dinner, ſince you would be invited to two 
or three places every day. I will (ay no more 
upon this ſubject, becauſe 1 know there is no per- 

fuading 225 
My legs have been ſwelled many years: it is 
3 — ſince Beaufort gave me a preſcrip- 
tion for them, which I never took til] laſt winter. 
My lord Lichfield, and other of my acquaintance, 
perſuaded me to it; and they tell me it has had 
its effect, for I am no judge either of my own 
bad looks, or large legs, having always found 
myſelf perefAly well, except when I had my fe- 
ver four years ago. I walk conſtantly every day 
in the Park, and am forced to be both temperate 
and ſober, becauſe my meat is ſo much overdone 
that I don't like it, and my dining acquaintance 
reſerve 
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reſerve themſelves for a ſecond meeting at n'ght, 
which J obſtinately refuſe. 

If your rents fall, I don't know what muſt be- 
come of us. I have conſiderable loſſes every year; 
and yet I think Cre/zvart? a very honeſt man. 
Rents for ſome time have been ill paid here as 
well as in Ireland; and farms flung up every day, 
which have not been raiſed ſince king Charles the 
firſt's time. The graziers are undone in all parts, 
and it is bad enough with the farmers. One 
cauſe is, their living much higher than they did 
formerly: another is, the great number of inclo- 
ſures made of late, enough to ſupply many more 
propie than England contains, It is certain, all 
laſt year a man came off well if he could fell a 
fat ox at the price he bought him lean. The 
butchers, by not lowering their meat in propor- 
tion, have been the only gainers. 

J generally hear once a month or oftner from 
my ſiſter. She writes to me with great affection; 
but I find ſhe is {till wrong-headed, and will be 
© as long as ſhe lives. As the expected unreaſon- 
ible preſents, ſhe makes them much more unrea- 
onably ; and, in my opinion, ſo ill judged, that 
I do not wonder more at her than at thoſe who 
receive them. I ſee no difference in giving thirty 
or forty guineas, or in paying thirty or forty 
guineas for a thing the perlon you give it to 
muſt have paid. I have heard no reaſon to 
doubt lord Maſbam. I know nothing of his fon, 
not even by fight, Our fricud Lewis is in con- 
ſtant duty with his fick wiſe, who has been (ome 
years dying, and will not die. Unlels he calls, 
as he does upon me for a quarter of an hour at 
moſt twice in a year, there is no ſeeing him, 1 
heartily with you health and proſperity ; and am 
ever, moſt ſincerely, your, &c. 

My 
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My lord Maſtam was extremely pleaſed with 
your remembering him, and deſired me to 
make his compliments to vou. 


LETTER NI. 


Dr. SHERIDAN to Dr. SWIFT. 


DEAR SIR, | July 20, 1736. 
| RECEIVED yours ſome day or other this 
week, by the hands of M:s. Donalaſan, who has 
made affidavit before our town magiſtrate, that [ 
never borrowed a fly of her in my life; and I 
have likewiſe depoſed upon oath, that I caught 
the fly perched upon a roſe tree in my own gar- 
den; and I would have you to know, that I have 
above four hundred thouſand of the ſame ſpecies ; 
for I counted them laſt Sunday. If you will not 
believe me, pray come down and fee, Mr. Jones 
has your ſix hundred and ſixty pounds ready, but 
can get no bills to remit it. I beſeech you loſe 
no time; for he is uneaſy about it. * * 
+ X X $ + * * * * * : 
If you put off the time of coming down longer, 
you will loſe the beſt things our country can at- 
ford. The ladies ate full of your coming; v!z. 


My wife *, Mrs. hile, 

2 ladies Laneſbaromgb', Mrs. Neſbitt, 

Mrs. Maxwell, Aer 5, daughter*, 

Mrs. Fitzmaurice, Mrs. Stephens, 

Mrs. Hort, Mrs. and Miſs Clement, 
Mrs. Hamilton, Miſs Tighe, 

Mrs. Sanderſon, Mrs. Coote, 

Mrs. Nuburgh, Miſs Pratt, 

Mrs. Cromer, ; Mrs. Fitzherbert, 


* Who, by the by, hated Dr. Swwi/t above all the 
Mrs. 


human race, 
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Mrs. Jonet, ing from a chriſten- 
Beauty Hepeland, ing. 
Miſs Brooke, 1, 2, 3, 4, Colonel Nuburgb's fine 
Sc. &c. Ec. arched market-houſe, 
All your Cavan miſ- quite finiſhed with a 
treſſes. grand cupola on tho 
News. top, fell flat to the 
Doctor Thompſon's fer- earth. It is now be- 
vant almoſt cudgel- gun upon again. Cie 
led him to death go- tranſit gloria mundi. 


Grouſe pouts, 

Fine trouts, 

Right veniſon 

For my beniſon, 
Leave your {t——g town in haſte, 
For you have no time to waſte, 


Let me know what day I ſhall meet you. 


Price and I will ſtretch to Virginia. That all 


happineſs may for ever attend you is the ſincere 
with of, dear Sir, your molt obedient and very 


humble ſervant, | 
THOMAS SHERIDAN. 
FERI. 
Dr. SHERIDAN to Dr. SWIFT, 


DEAR SIR, July 37, 1736. 
I WENT to Belturbet immediately upon the 
receipt of your letter, and found Mr. Fones ready 
for Mr. Hier's draught, and glad of it; and fo 
am I—But you are a very fine lawyer in calling 
your deed of ſale a mortgage—Inſtead of cancel- 
ling there is more to be done : you muſt not only 
cancel, but you muſt reconvey to me, in as for- 


mal a manner as if you ſold to me—Pray aſk 


advice 
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advice, and do not do things hand over- head as 
you were going to do (obſerve my ſtyle *) like 
me. Tf I had not ſworn never to ſet my foot in 
Dullin, except I were to paſs through it for Erg- 
land t, I would go thither next vacation; but I 
have ſworn folemoly I will not If I had my few 
friends out of it, I would not care that all the 
reſt were petrified. 

Now you muſt know that I forbid you the 
town of Cavan as itrenuouſly as I invited you to it, 
for the ſmall-pox is the broom of death at pre- 
ſent, and ſweeps us off here by dozens— I never 
had it, which gives me ſome little palpitations, 
but no great tcar.—As ſoon as I can get five hun- 
dred pounds in my pocket, to make a figure 
with, I may perhaps honour your metropolis with 
my preſence ; and that may be ſooner than you 
imagine, for I have a guinea, a moidore, a cobb, 
and two Manks pence towards it already —— You 
may think I ſwagger, but as I hope to be ſaved it 
is true. 

How grieved | am that J am out of the way 
while Doctor King is in Dublin. I wiſh with all 
my foul he would take a frolick to come hither, 
becauſe he would coſt me no wine, and I have 
the beſt water in Jreland. 

My collection of witty ſayings, c. is finiſhed, 
if I had any friends to recommend them. The 
beſt wares of that kind will not go off otherwiſe, 
Doctor King promifed me his friendſhip at Oxford. 
If you would ſpeak a kind word to the publick 
in thei: behalf, I know they would bring me in 


* This was exactly Swif?'s ſtyle to Sheridan upon 


many occaſions; and.now Sheridan, in his pleaſant 
mann-r, returns the compliment. 
F SLeridan never croſled the Channel to England in 
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L'argent, which I now want as much as I for- 
merly did the gift of retention, when I had en- 
ough. But — That — is — neither — here—anor 
there— 

My fon I can affirm is thoroughly reformed ; 
and, as an argument of it, I mult acquaint you 
that his mother finds fault with every thing he 
does. 

My ſon —is fo far poiſoned by the ſerpent his 
mother, that I cannot get him home, although J 
rent Horſes: for him. 0-8: SS 2-8 
* * #* May all happineſs attend you, is 
the fincere wiſh of, dear Sir, your moſt obedient 
and very humble ſervant, 


THOMAS SHERIDAN. 
LETTER CXXIX. 


Lady How TH to Dr. SWI r. 


SIR, Avgut 6, 1736. 
DON'T know how this letter may be re- 
ceived, ſince I never had the favour of an anſwer 
of my laſt. I impute it to the neglect of the poli, 
or any thing rather than to think I am forpor by 
my old friend. I am now in Connaught, where [ 
aſſure you I ſpend the leaſt of my time at cards. 
am on horſeback almoſt every day to view the 
beauties of Connaught, where I am told you have 
been. TI live greatly under ground; for I view 
all the places under ground. I make nothing of 
going down ſixty ſteps. I really think, could 
you lend me a little of your brains, 1 ſhould be 
able to come nigh Addiſon in ſeveral of his deicrip- 
tions of Itah; for upon my word I think there 
are ſeveral very iemarkable things. As you took 
a journey laſt winter to Cavan, my lord vo! 1 
zope 
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hope you will take one to the county of Kilkenny 
this winter, where we aſſure you of a hearty 
welcome. I muſt now be troubleſome to you ; 
but lord Athunry begged I would write to you in 
favour of a young gentleman, one Mr. [reland, 
who was uſher to Mr. Garnett, ſchool-maſter of 
Tipperary, Mr. Garnett died lately: he has given 
Mr. Ireland a very good certificate, and molt of 
the gentlemen in and about Tipperary have recom- 
mended Mr. Ireland to ſucceed Mr. Garnett : as 
you are one of the governors of that ſchool, 1 
hope you will do Mr. Treland all the ſervice you 
can, which will very much oblige me. Since | 
began this there came in a trout ; it was ſo large 
that we had it weighed ; it was a yard and four 
inches long, twenty-three inches round ; his jaw- 
bone eight inches long, and he weighed thirty- 
ve pound and a half. My lord and J ſtood by to 
ſee it meaſured. I believe I have tired your pa- 
tience ; fo beg leave to aſſure you I am your at- 
fectionate friend and humble ſervant, 


L. HO WT. 
Direct to me at Turlaghvan, near Tuam. My 


lord begs you would accept of his compli- 
ments. 


LETTER CXXX. 


THOMAS CARTE, Eſq; to Dr. SWI Fr. 


S IR, Auguſt 11, 1736. 
AVING at laſt, after a long application 
and in the midſt of ſharp rheumatic pains, the 
eftecis of a ſedentary life, finiſhed my hiſtory 
toe Life of the ſinſi Duke of Ormond, and of the 
Affairs of Irgland in his Time, I here ſend you 3 


cop) 
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untouched, for want of a proper knowled 
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copy of that work, of which I beg your accep- 
tance, I have endeayoured to follow the inftruc- 
tions you gave me, and hope I have done fo in 
ſome meaſure. If it have your approbation in 
any degree, it will be ſo much to my fatisfac- 
tion. 

It hath been a long ſubject of complaint in 
England, that no hiſtory has yet been wrote of it 
upon authentic and proper materials ; and even 


thoſe who have taken notice of the military ac- 


tions of our anceſtors, have yet left the civil hiſ- 
tory of the kingdom (the molt inſtructive of any) 
ge of the 
antiquities, uſages, laws and conſtruction of this 
nation. Napin de Toirgs, the laſt writer, was 
a foreigner, utterly ignorant in theſe reſpccts ; 
and, writing his hiſtory abroad, had no means of 
clearing up any difficulties that he met with there- 
in. He made, indeed, fome uſe of Rymer's. Fœ- 
dera ; but his ignorance of our cuſtoms ſuffered 
him to fall into groſs miſtakes, for want of un- 

derſtanding the phraſeology of acts, which have 
reference to our particular cuſtoms. Beſides, 
Rymet's collection contains only ſuch treaties as 
were enrolled in the Tower, or in the rolls of 
Chancery : he knew nothing of ſuch as were en- 
rolled in the Exchequer, and of the public trea- 
ties with foreign princes enrolled in this latter of- 
fice. I have now a liſt of above four hundred by 
me. MRymer never made uſe of that vaſt collec- 
tion of materials for an Eugliſb hiſtory, which is 
preſerved in the Cotten library : nor ever con- 
ſulted any journal of our privy council, when- 
ever he refers to any, {till quoting biſhop Burn: 
for his author, He never read the rolls of parlia- 
ment, nor any journal of either houſe where the 
chief aitairs within the nation are lauren 

an 
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and did not ſo much as know there was ſuch a 
place as the paper office, where all the letters of 
the Englih ambaſſadors abroad, and all the diſ- 
patches of our ſecretaries of {tate at home, from 
the time of Edward the fourth to the revolution 
(ſince which the ſecretaries have generally carried 
away their papers) are kept in a good method, 
and with great regularity ; ſo that he wanted 
likewiſe the beft materials for an account of our 
foreign affairs. Theſe defects have made ſeveral 


of our nobility and gentry defire a new hiſtory to 


be wrote, in which the above-mentioned, and 
other materials as authentic as they, may be made 
uſe of. They have propoſed it to me, and my 
objections regarding the vaſtneſs of the expence 
as well as labour, that, to ſatisfy mylelf, I muſt 
have all materials by me, not only copies out of 
our records, journals, Sc. in Enoiand; but even 
copics of negociations of foreign ambaſſadors at 
this court (e. g. of the French ; ail tne negocia- 
tions and letters of which, for two hundred years 
paſt, I knew where to have copied) they have 
propoſed a ſubſcription of a ihouſand a year, for 
as many Vears as the work will require, to defray 
this expence, The ſubſcription is begun, and 
will (I believe) be compleated this winter; and 
then that work will en:ploy all my time. One 
advantage I already find from the very talk of 
this deſign, having been offered {everal collections 
and memoirs of particular perſons, conſiderable 
in their time, which J did not know were in be- 
ing, and which would elſe no part of them ever 
fee the light: and the manner of the hiſtory's 
being carried on, will probably make every body 
open their ſtores. 


This is one reaſon, among many others, which 


make me very deſirous of having your judgment 


of 
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of the work I have now publiſhed, and that you 
would point out to me ſuch faults as I would fain 
correct in my deſigned work. It will hz a ver 
particular favour to a perſon who is, with the 

reateſt eſteem and reſpect, Sir, your very obliged 
and obedient ſervant, 


THOMAS CARTE. 
Mr. Awn/ſhaw's, in Red-lion Court, in Fleet fret, 


London. 
L-E--T-+P-R-EXXIT 
Dr. SHERIDAN to Mrs. WHiTEWAY, 


DEAR MADAM), Cavan, Auguſt 14, 1736, 


V OUR account of the Dean gives me much 
grief. I hope in God he will diſappoint all his 
friends fears, and his enemies hopes. Nothing 
can be a greater affliction to me than my diſtance 
from him; and, what is full as bad, my being fo 
near to one who has been the occaſion of it. Ver 
rich folks in my debt have made ſuch apologies 
for non-payment, that I now feel for Ireland, but 
much more for myſelf, becauſe I was in hopes 
of being able to make my appearance in Dublin 
with a good grace—NAMELY, to pay ſome debts, 
which 1 can knot, | 

My poor lady Mountcaſhell has a right to a 
viſit from me; and thither I will venture for a 
day and a night—and I will venture to the deanry 
for another. I could wiſh the beſt friend I had 
in the world {you may gueſs who | mean) and I 
am ſure is ſo ſtill, would take a little of m 
advice—You may depend upon this, it ſhould be 
all for my own advantage. 
Vor. VI. 1 Now 
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Now I have done raving I muſt turn my pen, 
which is my tongue's repreſentative, againſt you 
for a while, becauſe J am certain it might be in 
your power to paint my 8S'beria ſo agrecably to 
the Dean, as to fend kim hither while our good 
weather laſted - My new kitchen is diſ:ppointed ; 
ſo is my gravel walk; but what is worſe, his only 
favourite, my rib-who dreamed with great plea- 
ſure, that he would never come, I am ſorry ſhe 
is diſappointed ; for J am gertain ihe would run 
away if he had come—God forgive bim for not 
doing it—I will make all the haſte I can out of 
this hell; and I hope my friends, (beg pardon, 
I mean my friend) will caſt about little for me 
—if he does not, L will try England, where the 
predominant phraſe is, Down with the 77. I 
will ſay no more, but tell you tliat you are a falſe 
miſtrets; and if you do not behave yourſelf bet- 
ter, I wiil chuſe another. In the mean time God 
bleſs you and my deareſt friend the Dean. I am, 
notwithſtanding all your upbraidings, dear Ma— 
dam, your molt obedient humble ſcrvant, 


THOMAS SHERIDAN. 
LET TE R-CXKXSXIL, 
Dr. SHERIDAN to Dr. SWI r. 


DEAR SIR, Sept. 15, 1736, 

1 RECEIVED a letter from Mr. Henry by 
the laſt poſt, wherein he tells me that the fix 
hundred and fixty pound were ſhort by eight 
unds of your principal, and that you expected 

I ſhould fend you my promiſſory note for that, and 
the intereſt of your money, which I will do moſt 
willingly, nen you let me know whether you 
will charge me five or fix per cent. that I may 
9 draiy 
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draw my note accordingly. Indeed if you pleaſed, 
or would vouchſaſe, or condeicend, or think pro- 
per, I would rather that you would, 1 mean 
thould, charge only five per cent. becauſe I might 
be ſooner able to pay it. Upon ſecond thoughts, 
mine eyes being very fore with weeping for my 
wife, you may let Mrs. //biteway know (to whom 
pray preſent my love and beſt reſpects) that I 
have made an experiment of the Iake-water, which 
I ſent for, upon myſelf only twice, before m 
optics becaine as clear as ever; for which reaſon 
I ſent for a dozen bottles of it for Miſs Harriſen, 
to brighten her itars to the ruin of ail beholders. 
Remember if ſhe turns baſiliſk, that her mother 
is the cauſe, Tully the carrier (not Tully the 
orator) is to leave this to-morrow (if he does) by 
whom I ſhall ſend you a quarter of my own {;nall 
mutton, and about {ix quarts of nuts to my miſ- 
treſs in Abbey-/trect +, with a fine pair of Cavan 
nut-crackers to fave her white teeth; and yours 
too, if ſhe will deign to lend them to you. I 
would adviſe you to keep in with that ſame lady, 
as you value my friendſhip (which is your beſt 
feather) otherwiſe you muſt forgive me if my affec- 
tions ſhall withdraw with hers. Alas, my Jong 
evenings are coming on, bad weather, aud con- 
hnement. O, that ſome friend would lodge me 
in Dublin Marſha'ſea ! 

Somebody told me (but I forget who) that Mrs. 
Iſhiteway rid your mare at the Curragb, and won 
the plate; but ſurcly ſhe would not carry the 
irolic fo far. They ſay the primate's lacy rid 
againſt her; and that Mrs. /Fhiteway, by way of 
weight, carried the biſhop of Doron and Connor 
behind her. Pray let me know the truth of this, 


+ Mrs. Whitexray. | . 
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Mr. Faulkner writ to me for ſome poems of 
yours which I have. I am colleCting them as faſt 
as I can from among my papers; and he ſhall 
have them in a poſt or two, ſo pleaſe to tell him. 

Three old women were lately buried at the foot 
of our ſteeple here; and ſo ſtrong was the fermen- 
tation of their carcaſes, that our ſteeple has viſibly 
grown forty foot higher ; and, what is wonderful, 
above twenty ſmall ones are grown out of its ſides. 
What ſurprizes me moſt is, that the bell-rope is 
not one foot higher from the ground. Be fo 
good as to communicate this to the provoſt of 
the college, or archdeacon Mittingham, or arch- 
deacon Hall. I would be glad to have all or 
either of their opinions, as they are the chief 
virtuoſi in this kingdom. 

I wiſh you all happineſs, and hope you will 
out-live every enemy, and then we may hope 


our church and kingdom will flouriſh, and fo will 


your obedient and very humble ſervant, 
THOMAS SHERIDAN. 


LETTER CXXXIII. 


Dr. KING to Mrs, WHiTEWay. 


MADAM, Paris, Nov. gth, O. S. 1736. 
A S ſoon as ever you caſt your eye on the date 
of this letter, you will pronounce me a rambler; 
and that is a charge I will not deny. How I was 
tranſported from Edinburgh to this place, requires 
more room to inform you than my paper will al- 
low me. But I will give you a ſmall hint ; you 
know I am a Laplander *, and conſequently | 


* This alludes to the Doctor's fine ſatire called The 
Toasr, which he pretends was written originally in 
Latin by Frederick Scheer, a Laplander. Rs 
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have the honour to be well acquainted with ſome 
witches of diſtinction. I ſpeak in the phraſe of 
this country: for the firſt man I ſpoke to in Paris, 
told me, he had the Honour to live next door to 
Mr. Knight's hatter. But to our buſineſs. I 
would not have you imagine I forget my friends, 
or neglect the great airs I have undertaken. 
The next letter you will receive from me ſhall 
be dated from London, where I propoſe to arrive 
about the twentieth of this month, I will then 
put the little MS. to the preſs, and oblige the 
whole Engliſb nation. As to the hiſtory, the 
Dean may be aſſured I will take care to ſupply 
the dates that are wanting, and which can eaſ1] 

be done in an hour or two. The tracts, if he 
pleaſes, may be printed by way of appendix, This 
will be indeed leſs trouble than the interweaving 
them in the body of the hiſtory, and will do the 
author as much honour, and anſwer the purpoſe 
full as well. This is all I need ſay in anſwer to 
that part of your letter, which is ſerious ; for J 
hope you are not in earneſt, when you throw out 
ſuch horrible reflections againſt my friends in Scot- 
land. Will you believe me, when I tell you upon 
my word, that I was entertained with the greateſt 


politeneſs and delicacy during my ſhort ſtay in that 


country ? I found every thing as neat and clean 
in the houſes, where I had my quarters, as even 
you could deſire, I cannot indeed much com- 
mend Edinburgh; and yet the 1. ks, which 
are ſo much complained of there, are not more 
offenſive, than I have found them in every ſtreet 
in this elegant city, which the French ſay is the 
miſtreſs of the world; Madame il ny a qu'un 
Paris. As to my own thoughts of this nation, 
you ſhall know them, when I am out of it: and 
then I will write to the Dean, and give him ſome 
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account of his old friend my lord Polingbroke. 
When the Dea: is informed of what that gentle- 

zan is doing, I am apt to belicve it will be 
a motif to induce him to haſten the publication 
af his hiſtory. In the mean time, I beg of you 
ro allure him, that nothing ſhail be wanting on 
my part to execute bis commiſſions very faithfully. 
4 am truly ſcnitble of the great obligations | owe 
him, and of the Fntur he hath done mie, not in 
the French ſenſe of that word. 

1 deſire my humble ſervice to Miſs Harriſon, 
and tell Mr. $w:jt* 1 ſhall be glad of any op- 
portun! ity to do him a real ſervice. - At the ſamo 
time I aſſure you, with the greateſt truth, that J 
am, Madam, your moſt humble and moſt obe- 
dient ſervant, 


W. KING. 
N 
Dr. SHERIDAN to Mrs. WBITE WAX. 


DEAR MADAM, Nov. 21ſt, 1736. 
RECEIVED the vexatious account of your 


dilappointment in the nuts and water, which were 
both in perfection when they left me, and for 


which I will make the carrier an cxample, as ſoon . 


as 1 can lay hold of him. I do believe this ſame 


country, wherein I am ſetiled, exceeds the whole 


world in villainy of every kind: and theft. It is 
not long fince a pair of millſtones were ſtolen, 
and carried off from within two miles of Quilca; 
the thieves traced and purſued as far as Killiſpan- 
dia, and farther they were never more heard of, 


Mr. dN was at this time in Ireland, but return- 
ed to Or 'the Spring following. 


* 
A; 
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any more than if they had been Traßt into Hell. 
I do believe this dexterity may challenge hiſtory 
to match it. I: has made all our country merry, 
but the poor miller ont loſt them. 

I ſincerely congratu ate with you upon the re- 


covery of our dear friend the Dean. May he 
live long, to the joy of his frigns, aud u vexa- 
S J J 


tion of his evemi-:s.. I have been fora wick paſt 
compoling an Auglo-latin letiet to him, which is 
not as vet ſiniihee . I hove ir will make hm a 
viſit upon his bitch day, Wich inuten] to cele- 
brate with ſome of his own monee, and ſome of 
his own friends here. Three tenants have lately 
run away with thirty pounds of my rent: J have 
by good fortune got one rich honeſt man in their 
place, veho has commenced from Se. paſt, and 
is to pay me their arrears the next Hay; fo that 
I am well off. Iwill gather as faſt as I can for 
the Dean; but indeed he mutt have a little longer 
indulgence for me. It is very hard that the Squire 
—— ſhould kcep my money in his nocket, when 
it is nothing out of his. 1 ſuppoſe he intends ic 
ſhall keep him in coals for two or three years 
for the devil a one he burns, except it be ſome- 
times in his kitchen, and his nurſery upon a cold 
day. TI have this day written a complaint of 
him to my ſchola of ——, who, I hope, will 
have gratitude enough to do me juſtice. There 
never was known ſuch a ſcarcity of money as we 
have in the North, owing to the diſmal circum- 
ſtances of ſome thouſands of families preparing to 
go off, that have turned their leaſes and effects 
into ready money. Some {quires will have their 
whole eſtates left to themſelves and their dogs, 
O what compaſſion I have for them ! I have writ - 
ten a little pretty birth-day poem againſt S:, An- 
drew's day, which, when corrected, reviſed, and 
1 A amend- 


= 


1 
amended, I intend for Faulkner to publiſh. I do 


aſſure you, madam, it is a very pretty thing 
(although | !ay it that ſhouldn't ſay it) and as hu- 
mourous A thing as ever you read in your life ; 
and I know the whole world will be in love with 
it, as I am with you. But how the devil came 
you to teil the Dean you are no longer my miſtreſs ? 
I fay that you are, and ſhall be ſo in ſpight of the 
whole world, I wiſh Mrs. Sheridan were dead out 
of the way. | | 


THOMAS SHERIDAN. 


LE -T:1 & R CAXXVY. 


Dr. Du NK IN to Mrs. WHITEW Ax. 
MADAM, Nov. 30, 1736, 


1 H AD propofed vaſt p'eaſure to myſelf, from 
the hopes of celebrating the Dean's birth- day 
with you; but as I have been afflicted with a vio- 
lent head-ach all day, which is not yet abated, I 
could not ſafely venture abroad. I have however, 
as in annual duty bound, attempted to write ſome 


lines on the occaſion ; not indeed with that accu- 


racy the ſubject deſerved, being the crudities of 
laſt night's lucubrations, to which I attribute the 
indiſpoſition of my pate: but if they ſhould in any 
meaſure merit your approbation, I ſhall rejoice in 
my pain. One comfort however I enjoy by ab- 
ſenting myſelf from your ſolemnity, that 1 ſhall 
not undergo a ſecond mortification, by hearing 
my own ſtuff, Be pleaſed to render my moſt du- 
tiful reſpects agreeable to the Dean, and pardon 
this trouble from, Madam, your moſt obliged moſt 


obedient ſervant, 
W. DUNEIN, 
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LETTER CXXXVI. 


Dr. KING to Dr. SwirrT. 


S IR, | | London, December 7th, 1736. 
1 ARRIVED here yeſterday, and I am now 


ready to obey your commands, I hope you are 
come to. a poſitive reſolution concerning the 
hiſtory. You need not heſitate about the dates, 
or the references which are to be made to any pub- 
lic papers; for I can ſupply them without the 
leaſt trouble. As well as I remember, there is 
but one of thoſe public pieces, which you deter- 
mined ſhould be inſerted at length; I mean Sir 
Thomas Hanmer's repreſentation ; this I have now 
by me. If you incline to publiſh the two tracts 
as an appendix to the hiſtory, you will be pleaſed 
to ſee if the character given of the E. of Oxford in 
the pamphlet of 1715 agrees with the character 
given of the ſame perſon in the hiſtory, Perhaps 
on a review, you may think proper to leave one 
of them quite out, You have (I think) barely 
mentioned the attempt of Guiſcard, and the quar- 
rel between Rechteren and Meſnager. But as theſe 
are facts which are probably now forgot or un- 
known, it would not be amiſs if they were related 
at large in the notes ; which may be done from the 
Gazettes, or any other news papers of thoſe times. 
This is all I have to offer to your conſideration ; 


and you ſee here are no objections which ought to - 


retard the publication of this valuable work one 
moment. I will only now add, that if you 
intend this hiſtory ſhould be publiſhed from the 
original manuſcript, it muſt be done while you are 
living: and if you continue in the ſame mind to 
intruſt me with the execution of your orders, 5 
| Wi 
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will perform them faithfully. This I weuld do, al- 
though I did not owe you a thouſand obligations, 
which I ſhall ever acknowledge, I am, with the 
greateſt truth, Sir, your moiſt humble and molc 
obedient ſervant, 


W. N I N G. 


LETTER CXXXVII. 


Earl of ORRERY to Dr. SWIFT. 


DEAR SIR, Corke, April 34, 1937, 


AM very glad there are twelve thouſand pounds 
worth of halfpence arrived ;. they are twelve thou- 
ſand arguments for your quitting Ireland. I look 
upon you in the ſame ſtate of the unfortunate 
Achemenidrs amidſt tyrants and monſters Do 


you not remember the deſciiption of Polypheme 
and his den; 


Demius ſanie dapibuſque cruentis 

Intus epaca, ingens, ipfe arduus, altaque pulſat 
Sidera, (Di talem terris avertite piſtem | ) 
Nec viſis facilis, nec diftu affabilis ulli: 
Viſceribus miſererum & ſanguine veſcitur atro. 


Remember alſo, that 


Centum alii curva hæc habitant ad littora vulgo 
Infandi Cyclopes, et altis montibus errant. 


Tranſlate theſe lines and come away with me to 
Marſlen ; there you ſhall enjoy etium cum dignitate ; 
there you ſhall ſee the famous Sacſochiſbtaſb, and 
his two pupils, who ſhall attend your altars with 
daily incenſe ; there no archbiſhops can intrude ; 

ther? 
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there you ſhall be the ſole lord and maſter ; whilſt 
we your ſubjects ſhall learn obedience from our 
happineſs. If you ever can think ſeriouſly, 
think ſo now; and let me ſay with the curate of 

my parith, Conſider what has been ſaid unto you, 
ponder it well, lay it up in your heart, and God 
of his infinite mercy direct vou Mrs. Ii hiteway 
!hall be truly welcome to Marſen's homely ſhade. 
Heclor ſhall fawn upon the Doctor; and I myſelf 
will be under the direction and government of 
Sir R. . 

You tell me, I am to ca ry a load for you to 
England; the moſt acceptable load will be your- 
jelf, and that I would carry with as true piety as 
#neas bore the antient Anchiſes on his ſhoulders, 
when he fled from fire, from blood, from Greeks, 
and from ruined Troy / 

Can you expect 48 lords move regularly? Is 
it not below our ſtation to think where or when 
we are to go? But if my coach and ſix is in order, 
perhaps I may have the honour to ſtart a hare in 
Stephen's-Green about the firſt of next month. In 
the middle of Zune I will hope to ſet fail with 
you to England, Mr. Pope will come out beyond 
the ſhore to meet you : you will exchange Cyclops 


for Men ; and if one muſt fall, ſurely the choice 
is right, 


Si pereo, manibus hominum periiſſe juvalit. 


My next ſhall be longer. I am now forced to 
bid you farewel ; but hereafter expect my whole 
life and converſation : : you ſhall certainly have the 
cheeſes. If you will come to Somerſelſpire, I will 


eat one for j joy *. The beſt in England are made 
in my manor. 


* The Earl of Orrery hated cheeſe to ſuch a degree; 
that he could ſcarce bear the ſ ght of it. 


Jam 
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Jam ſo well, that I had almoſt forgot to anſwer 
that kind part of your letter. It is only you that 
can add health and happineſs to your very affectio- 
nate obliged and faithful ſervant, 


ORRERY, 
LETTER CAXXVUL 


Earl of Ox foR PD to Dr. SWIFT. 


Dover-Street, April 7th, 1737. 
GOOD MASTER DEAN, 
AM extremely obliged to you for ſeveral let- 


ters, which I, with great ſhame and concern, 
acknowledge that I have not anſwered, as alſo 


ſeveral remembrances of me and my family in 


your letters to ſeveral of your friends, but parti- 
cularly in your letters to Mr. Pope : I ſtand very 
ſtrongly obliged to you upon theſe accounts; I 


dare ſay you will do me that juſtice, that you will 


not attribute my not writing to proceed from any 
neglect of you, or from any forgetfulneſs : I am 
certain of this, that I do retain the warmeſt 
eſteem and ſincereſt regard for you of any one, be 
he who he will; and therefore J hope you will 
pardon what has paſſed, and I promiſe to amend, 
if my letters would in the leaſt be agreeable to 
you. 

One reaſon of my writing to you now is (next 
to my aſking your forgiveneſs) this; I am told 
that you have given leave and liberty to ſome one 
or more of your friends to print a hiſtory of the 
laſt four years of queen Aune's reign, wrote by 
you. 


regard and fincere friendſhip for my father, even 
| Y 1 


As I am moſt truly ſenſible of your conſtant. 
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to partiality (if I may ſay ſo) I am very ſenſible 
of the ſhare and part he muſt bear in ſuch a hiſtory 
and as I remember, when I read over that hiſtor 

of yours, [| can recollect that there ſeemed to me 
2 want of ſome papers to make it more compleat, 
which was not in our power to obtain; beſides 
there were ſome ſevere things ſaid, which might 
have been then very currently talked of, but now 
will want a proper evidence to ſupport ; for theſe 
reaſons it is that I do intreat the favour of you, 
and make it my carneſt requeſt, that you will 
give your poſitive directions, that this hiſtory be 
not printed and publiſhed, until I have had an 
opportunity of ſeeing it, with a liberty of ſhewing 
it to ſome family friends, whom I would conſulr 
upon this occaſion. I beg pardon for this; I 
hope you will be ſo good as to grant my requeſt : 
I do it with great deference to you. If I had the 
pleaſure of ſeeing you, I could ſoon ſay ſomething 
to you that would convince you I am not wrong: 


they are not proper for a letter, as you will eaſily 

ueſs. 
, My wife deſires your acceptance of her moſt 
humble ſervice ; my daughter is extremely pleaſed 
with the notice you are pleaſed to take of her, 
ſhe is very well : ſhe brought me another gran- 
daughter laſt month: ſhe deſires your acceptance 
of her moſt humble ſervice, and would be glad of 
the pleaſure of ſeeing you here in England. | 

The duke of Portland ſo far anſwers our expec- 

tations, that indeec he exceeds them ; for he makes 
the beſt huſband, the beſt father, and the beſt fon; 
thele qualities are, I aſſure you, very rare in this 
age. 

1 wiſh you would make my compliments to m 
lord Orrery ; do you deſign to keep him with you? 
I do not blame you, if you can. I am, with 


9 "us 


a; 


true eſteem and regard, Sir, your moſt obliged 
and moſt faithful humble ſervant, 


OXFORD. 


I wiſh Maſter Fau/kaer, when he ſends any 
thing to me, would ſay how you do. 


LE ET'EFE R CAXXEKR; 


WILLIAM RICHARDSON, Eſq; to Dr. SWIFT, 


REVEREND SIR, April 17th, 1737. 
RETURNED laſt night from Derry, where 


have becn for ſome time pait, and where you 
will be received with great reſpect. I pleaſed 
myſelf with the hopes of finding at home an 
account of the time you deſign being here 
My diſappointment occaſions you this trouble ; 
and J hope you will ſuffer that which can do it 
beſt to plead my excuſe for being to importunate. 

Sir, I take the country to be as pleaſant the 
latter end of this, and all the next month, as any 
in the year; the fields are putting on their gayeſt 
liveries to receive you; the birds will warble their 
ſweeteſt notes to entertain you; and the waters in 
the river Bann, when they come in view of your 
apartment, will tumble in great hurry to wait on 
you, and leave you with reluctance. 

I muſt brag of my lituation, and will pawn my 
credit with you in thoſe matters, that you will 
pronounce it the moſt delightful you have ſeen in 
Dublin at leaſt, 

Sir, I will not conceal from you any longer 
a ſelf. intereſt I have'in honouring this place with 
your preſence, All the incloſures I intend in my 
dem ſne are now finiſhed, and I am ready to begin 

what 
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what I intend by way of ornament z but until J 
am fixed in the ſcheme of the whole, which I 
would have adapted in the beſt manner to the 
place, I would do nothing. I have delayed 
coming to a final reſolution, till I ſhall have the 
opportunity of intreating your opinion and aſſiſt- 
ance after viewing the whole, It will perhaps 
afford yourſelf no diſagreeable amuſement, and 
occaſion ſomething elegant and correct in minia- 
ture, where nature has almoſt done every thing. 
When you let me know that you have fitted your 
ſtages, I will contrive to meet you as far as Armagh 
or Ftetvariſtoꝛun. I will only add, that it is one 
that loves you, as well as admires you, that is 
thus troubleſome to you ; and that I am, with the 
greateſt truth, as well as eſteem, Sir, your moſt 
humble and moſt obedient ſervant, 


WILLIAM RICHARDSON, 


E ET TE R . 
The Hon, Miſs Davys *® to Dr. SWI r. 


SIR, May 27th, 1737. 
1 KNOW you are always pleaſed to do acts of 


charity, which cacourages me to take the liberty 
of recommending a boy about ten years old, the 
bearer of this, to your goodneſs, to beg you would 
employ it in getting him put into the Blue ccat He- 
fital. I received the incloſed letter from him this 
morning. Your compliance with this requeſt, 
and pardon for this trouble, will oblige, Sir, your 
meſt humble and moſt obedient ſervant, 


M. PAV Ss. 


* Afterwards Counte:s of Barr;more, 


»» OS. 
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LETTER  CXLI, 


Dr. SHERIDAN to Dr. Swirr. 


CERVE DECANE, June, 1737, 


G O longus audire a te, nunc Franciſci ſunt 
venti intus. Dominus M Carty erat apud Sanc- 
tas Catherinas *, qui olim minabatur me cum 
ſcripto, & ſue ego ibam ad Dunboyn. Non red- 
debam ad Dublinum apis cauſa debebam num- 
mum, & ego habebam id non ad cicerem. 

Meus filius Thomas ſedebat nuper pro ſcholaſtic: 
nave, et perdidit id per malitiam unius domini 
Hughs, qui gignebat ſuper apud aſſerem +, et 
dixit, quod puer erat nimium juvenis pro juramento. 
Diabolus cape ingratum Socium ; nam olim dedi 
illum doctrinam pro nihil; et fic ſervit me nunc 
Quomodo unquam ego non volo capere ad cor, 
ſed ego faciam optimum de malo mercatu. G 
qualis mundus eſt hic! Sed ego dicam non plus. 
Scio quod ſcio; et tenebo mentem ad meipſum, 
et ego ſolvam id de cum cogitando, 

Ego habeo tres libros ſapientum dictorum 7 
tranſcriptos pro te in pulchra et magna manu, 
quos mittam ad te per primam opportunitatem, 
ante ut meus dominus Orrery vadit pro Anglia 
nam promiſit capere illos cum ſe, et facere pactum 
pro me cum prælatore. 

Corrigo illos libros valde puteus, ut jubebas me, 
ſic id ego ſpero non habebis multum agere; nam 
eſt non rationabile dare tibi multam moleſtiam 


* S.. Catherine's, lady Mountcaſbel's villa about ſix 
miles from Dublin. 
+ When the provoſt and fellows of the univerſity 
of Dublin meet in council, they call it a Board. 
The Doctor's collection of Bons Mots. 
circum 
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tircum ſarciendo ſtylum. Amica Donelfon eſt 
cito ire ad Dublinum, mittam illos cum 1114. 

Ego habeo non ullos nuncios, ſed quod noſtra 
tempeſtas eſt valde calida, in htc tantum, ut omne 
noſtrum gramen eſt uſtum tuper, et pecora habent 
nihil edere. Caremus pluvia valde multum, fi 
Deus placeret mittere—Mitte me verbum quid 
genus tempeitatis eſt in Dublino, & {1 placet te 
mitte ad me rationem tuæ ſanitatis. Da mcum 
humile ſervitium omnibus, qui rogant pro me: 


Ad Dominum Orrery, ad Doctorem Heliham & 


cxteris amicorum. Precare cape curam de teipſlo, 
& ſic obligabis tuum humillimum famulum, 
THOMAS SHERIDAN. 


Junii die 22 9 . 


Unum mille ſeptem centem & triginta ſeptem. 
Servitium et amor dominz albæ viz, 


LETTER CXLII. 


Alderman BARBER to Dr. SWIFT, 


MOST HONOURED FRIEND, London, June 23, 1737. 


Wn 1 WAS favoured with a letter ſome time ſince by 


the hands of the bearer Mr. Z/;d, and by him 
take the opportunity of anſwering it. 

I do aſſure vou, Sir, that as the Society have 
always bad the greateſt regard for your recom men- 
dation, ſo, in this affair, they have given a frefh 
inſtance of their reſpect for they have reſolved 
to relieve their tenants in Cirain from their hard 
bargains ; and, to that end, have put it in a way 
that is to the entire fatisfaction of the bearer, 

I hope this Will find you in good health, and 
that the hot weather will contribute theres 3 

Vol. VI. K vy hich 
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which will be a great ſatisfaction to all honeſt men 


who wiſh well to their country, 

Our friend Mr. Poe is very hearty and well, 
and has obliged the t>wn lately with ſeveral things 
in his way; among the reſt, a tranſlation of 


Horace's Odes; in one of which you are men- 


tioned as ſaving yet nation: which gave great 
offence ; and, I am aftured, was under debate in 
the council, whether he ſhould not be taken up 
for it : but it happening to be done in the late 
king's time, they paſſed it by. _ 

I hope you ſee the paper called Common Senſe, 
which has wit and humour. 

I had thoughts of kiſhng your hand this ſum- 
mer; but we are all in confuſion at Derry about 
power, which will prevent my coming at preſent ; 
but J am in hopes of having that happineſs before 
J die, I thank God I hold out to a miracle 
almoſt ; for I am better in my health now than I 
was many years ago. 

Lord Bolingbroke is in France, writing, I am 
told, the Hiſtory of his own Time: he is well. 
You will pleaſe to make my compliments to lord 
Orrery and Dr, Delany. 

I have many things to ſay, which in prudence 
I muſt defer. 

I ſhall conclude with my hearty prayers to 
Almighty God, to preſerve your moſt valuable 
life for many years, as you are a publick bleſſing 
to your country, and a friend to all mankind; 
and to aſſure you that I am, with ſincerity, dear 
Sir, your moſt affectionate and moſt faithful 


humble ſervant, | 


EF > 


LETTER CXLIL 


Dr. KING to Dr. SwiF T. 


SI RX, St, Mary-Hall, Oxferd, June 24, 1737. 


D O not know for what reaſon the worthy 
gentlemen of the poſt- office intercepted a letter, 
which I did myſelf the honour to write to you 
about two months ago, I cannot remember 1 

ſaid any thing that could give them the Jeaft 
offence. I did not mention the new halt-pence ; 
I did not praiſe the royal family ; I did not blame 
the prime miniſter ; I only returned you my thanks 
for a very kind letter I had jult then received from 
you. It is true I incloſed in that letter a printed 
paper called Common Senſe, in which the author 
propoſes a new ſcheme of government for the peo- 

| ple of Corſica, adviſing to make their king of the 
ſame ſtuff of which the Indians make their gods *. 


1 WF TJ thought to afford you ſome diverſion : but per- 
. haps it was this made the whole packet criminal. 
d J have this day received a letter from Mrs. 
| TJYhiteway, in which ſhe tells me that J am to ex- 
© ppect the manuſcript by lord Orrery. I will have 


the pleaſure to wait on him as ſoon as I can do it 
without croſſing the [i channel: and as ſoon as 
I receive the papers, you ſhall hear from me again. 
I ſhall have an opportunity of writing fully to you 
by Mr. Deane Swift, who propoſes to ſet out for 
Ireland the next vacation. In making mention of 
this gentleman, I cannot help recommending him 
to your favour, I have very narrowly oblerved 
his conduct ever ſince I have been here ; and I 


* This paper of Common Senſe was written by Dr, 
King himſelf. 
K 2 can, 
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can, with great truth, give him the character of 
a modeſt, ſober, ingenious young man, He is 
an hard ſtudent, and will do an honour to the 
ſociety of which he is now a member, 

Mrs. 1/hiteway ſays, that notwithſtanding al! 
your complaints, you are in good health and good 
ſpirits. What think you of making a trip to 
England this fine ſeaſon, and viſiting our Alma 
Mater? ] can offer you an airy cool room during 
the ſummer, and a warm bed-chamber in the 
winter; and | will take care that your mutton- 
commons ſhall be kept long enough to be tender. 
If you will accept of this invitation, I promiſe to 
meet you at Che/ter, and to conduct you to king 
Edward's lodgings : and then St. /Jary- Hail may 
boaſt of a triumvirate, that is not to be matched 
in any part of the learned world, Sir Th:mas More, 
Eraſmus, and the Drapicr, Believe me to be 
with the greateſt eſteem, Sir, your moſt obedient 
and moſt humble ſervant, Ts 


WILLIAM KING. 


LET EEK CALIV: 


Dr. KinG to Mrs. WIT EWA. 


MADAM, St, Mary-Hall, Oxon, June 24, 1737. 


1 HAVE this day the favour of your letter of 
the 14th, which hath given me great pleaſure: 
however, I could not help beſtowing ſome male- 
dictions on thoſe gentlemen of the poſt-office, who 
have been ſo impertinent as to intercept our cor- 
reſpondence; for you ought to have received 
another letter from me with one incloſed for our 


triend in ſome few days after you had the packet 
from 


E 3 
from Hartley, This was in anſwer to the letter 
you mention, which [ got the very next day (as 
well as [ remember) after Hartley went from 
London. 

As ſoon as I hear of my lord Orrery's arrival on 
this ſide of the water, I will wait on him to re- 
ceive the papers. The moment they are put into 
my hands I wil! write to you again. 

don't know why the Dean's friends ſhould 
think it derogatory, ei: her to his ſtation or cha- 

racter, to print the Hiſtory by ſubſcription, conſi— 
dering how the money ariſing by the ſale of it is 
to be applied. I am not for ſelling the copy to a 
bookſeller : for unleſs a ſufficient caution be taken, 


the bookſeller, when he is maſter of the copy, 


will certainly print it by ſubſcription, and ſo have 
all the benefit which the Dean refuſes. But I 
ſhall be better able to fend you my thoughts of 
this matter, when J have talked with ſome "of my 
friends, who have had more dealings in this way 
than I have. 

And have you at laſt got ſtore of copper half- 
pence, and are content to give us gold and ſilver 
in exchange for this new coin! This ſerves to 
verify an obſervation I have frequently made, that 
the grofleſt impoſition on the pubiick will go 


. down, if the managers have but patience to try it 


twice, and art enough to give it a new name, 
The exciſe ſcheme, which made ſuch a noiſe here 
a few years ago, paſſed here laſt winter with lit- 
tle oppoſition, under a new ſhape and title. How 
would the ghoſt of Hood triumph over the Drapier, 
and rattle his copper chains, if the ſpectre were 
permitted to meet him in his walks? But I am 
unawares running into politicks, without conſi- 
dering that theſe reflections may occaſion the loſs 
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of my letter. I have therefore done with your 
copper “. 

You can't imagine how greatly I am vexed and 
diſappointed, that I have been fo long obliged to 
keep back my converſation piece . I have, in 
this reſpect, wholiy complied with the reaſoning, 
or rather with the humours, of ſome of my friends, 
"They were willing to try their ſkill in accommo- 
dating my [r:4h affairs; in which, after all, I 
pelicve they will be diſappointed as much as 1 
have been: for the adverſaries J have to deal with, 
proceed on a principle that will hear no reaſon, 


* With great reſpect to Dr. King, he is ſomewhat 
miſtaken in his politicks; for the great force of Dr. 


Swwij?'s reaſoning, in the character of an {rifþ Drapier, | 


was nat ſo much levelled againſt a moderate quantity ot 
halfpence in general (which, it is certain, were much 
wanted in Treland in the year 1724) as againſt Hood's 
adulterate copper in particular, which was not worth 
three-pence in a ſhilling, and which might have been 
poured in upon the nation from M ced's mint to eternity; 
as he had neither given ſecurity for his honeſty, nor 
obliged himiclt, like other patentees, to give 3 
gold or ſilver in exchange for his copper, when it bega 

to grew troutl-lome, Whereas the halfpence. for 
over to Ireland in the year 1737, were coined in the 
Tewer, by the expreſs order of the crown, for the con- 
veniency cf the kingdom. and were not calculated to 
do any wiſchief; or, in fact, could they have done 
any, as all people were at that time ſufficiently and 


thoroughly apprized, that halfpence were not ſterling 


money, or could legally be tendered in any payment 
whatſocver ; the only uſe of them being a ſort of change 
in the ſmall crafts and trafick of the world. However, 
It is certain that arr advertiſement of three lines, by 
order of Pr. S:ui/7, had there been occaſion for it, as 
there was not, would inſtantly have ſtopt their cui- 
rency. 

+ Meaning The Teaſt. 
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and do no good, not even to themſelves, if others 
are at the ſame time to receive any benefit by the 
bargain. However, ſince you ſeem ſo earneſtly to 
deſire a ſecond view of this work, I will ſend you 
a book by Mr. Swift, who intends to go from 
hence about ten days or a fortnight hence. You 
will be ſo kind as to keep it in your own hands 
until the publication, 

As I think it proper to write a poſtſcript in your 
letter to a certain perſon, that muſt be nameleſs, 
and finding J have but room for my addreſs to 
him, I will ſay no more to you now than that I 
am, and always muſt be, Madam, your moſt 
obedient and molt humble ſervant, 


WILLIAM KING. 


P. S. To the gentleman of the poſt-office who 
intercepted my laſt letter addreſſed to Mrs. 
IWhiteway, at her houſe in Abby-/treet, toge- 
ther with a letter incloſed and addreſſed to 
the Dean of St. Patrick's, 


LETT BR. CARY 


8 IX, 


W HEN you have ſufficiently peruſed this 
letter, I beg the favour of you to ſend it to the 


lady to whom it is directed. I ſhall not take it ill 
though you ſhould not give yourſelf the trouble to 


ſeal it again. If any thing I have faid about the 
copper Fabse and exciſe ſhould offend you, 
blot it out, I ſhall think myſelf much obliged to 
ou if, at the ſame time, you will be picaſed to 
ſend Mrs. I/hiteway thoſe letters which are now 
in your hands, with ſuch alterations and amend- 
ments as you think proper. cannot believe that 
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vour orders will juftify you in detaining letters of 
buſineſs: for as you are a civil officer, I conceive 
you have not a licence to rob on the highway, If 
1 happen to be miſtaken, of which I ſhall be con- 
vinced if this letter ſhould be likewiſe intercepted, 
I will hereafter change my addreſs, and enrol you 
and your ſuperiors in my catalogue of heroes. 


L-E*I.T-E:R--CXLVI. 
ERASMUS LEwais, Eſq; to Dr. SwirT *, 


London, June 30, 1737. 


O UR friend Pope tells me, you could with 
to revive a correſpondence with ſome of your old 
acquaintances, that you might not remain en- 
tirely ignorant of what paſles in this country: on 
this occaſion I would offer myſelf with pleafure, if 
I thought the little trifles that come to my know- 
ledge could in the leaſt contribute to your amuſe- 
ment; but as you yourſclf judge very rightly, I 
am too much out of the world, and ſeœe things at 
too great a diſtance z and, beſides this, my age, 
and the uſe J have formerly made of my eyes in writ- 
ing by candle-light, have now reduced me almoſt 
to blindneſs, and I ſee nothing leſs than the pips 
of the cards, from which I have ſome relief in a 
long winter evening. However, to ſhew my dear 
Dean how much 1 love him, I have taken my pen 
in my hand to ſcratch him out a letter, though it 
be little more than to tell him moſt of thoſe he and 
T uſed to converſe with are dead; but I am fill 
alive, and lead a poor animal life, Lord Maſbam 


* 'There is an anſwer to this letter in Zo-»/on's col- 
lection, No. 69. 
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is much in the ſame way: he has married his ſon, 
and boards with him: the lady is the daughter of 
Satkway Minningten, and they all live lovingly 
together : the old gentleman walks atoot, which 
makes me fear that he has made ſettlements above 
his ſtrength. I regret the loſs of Dr. 4rbutonzt 
every hour of the day: he was ihe belt conditioncd 
creature that ever b:cathed, and the moſt chcarful; 
yet his poor fon Gezrge is under the utmolt Cojec- 
tion of ſpirits, aſmoſt to a degree of a delirium ; 
his two ſiſters give affectionate attendance, and J 
hope he will grow better. Sir //illiam It yndinan 
wakes the firſt figure in parliament, and is one of 
the moſt amiable men in the world: he is very 
happy in his wite lady Blandford ; but I fear his 
eldeit fon will not come into his meaſures: this 

may create him {ome uncaſineſs. N 
Lord Batourf is in Glouceſterſhire, where he 
plants, traniplants, and unplants: thus he erects 
an employment for himſelf independent of a court. 
J have the happineſs to live near lord Oæferd. 
who continues that kindneſs and protection to me 
that I had from his father. God Almighty has 
given him both the power and the will to ſtipport 
the numerous family of his fiſter, which has been 
brought to ruin by that unworthy man lord & 
now | name him, I mean lord O»ford, let me aſk 
you if it be true, that you are going to print a 
Hiſtory of the four la years of the Ou teen; if it 
is, won't 5855 let me ſee it before you fond it to 
the preſs ? Is it not poſlible that I may ſuggeſt 
ſome things that you may have omiited, an de give 
you reaſons for leaving out others? The ſcene is 
changed ſince that period of time: the conditions of 
the peace of Nirecht have been applauded by moſt 
part of mankind, even in the eo houſes of par- 
liament ; Should not matters reſt here, at ab 
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for ſome time? I preſume your great end is to do 
Juſtice to truth ; the ſecond point may perhaps be 
to make a compliment to the Oxford family : per- 
mit me to ſay as to the firſt, that tho“ you know 
perhaps more than any one man, I may poſſibly 
contribute a mite; and, with the alteration of 
one word, viz. by inſerting parva inſtead of magna, 
apply to myſelf that paſſage of Virgil, et groram 
pars pas vad fui. As to the ſecond point, I do not 
conceive your compliment to lord Oxford to be fo 
perfect as it might be, unleſs you Jay the manu- 
ſcript before him, that it may be conſidered here. 

Our little captain bluſters, reviews, and thinks 
he governs the world, when in reality he does 
nothing ; for the firſt miniſter ſtands poſlefſed of 
all the regal power: the latter prates well in the 
houlez and, by corruption, is abſolute maſter of 
it: as to other matters, his foreign treaties are 
abſurd, and his management of the funds betrays 
a want of (ſkill: he has a low way of thinking. 
My dear Dean adieu: believe me to be, what J 
jeally am, moſt affectionately yours, 


L-E-T-T.-E-R.-CXEVIL: 


The Earl of OxroRD to Dr. SwIyF r. 


GOOD Mr. DEAN, Dover- ſtreet, July 4, 1737» 
'Y OUR letter of June 14th *, in anſwer to 
mine of the 7th of April, is come to my hands; 
and it is with no ſmall concern that I have read 
it, and to find that you ſeem to have formed a 
reſolution to put the Hiſtory of the four laſt years 
of the Queen to the preſs; a reſolution taken 


* This letter was printed by Johnſton in the year 
1765, No. 68. 
without 
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without giving your friends, and thoſe that are 
greatly concerned, ſome notice, or ſuffering them 
to have time and opportunity to read the papers 
over, and to conſider them. I hope it is not too 
late yet, and that you will be ſo good as to let 
ſome friends ſee them, before they are put to the 
preſs ; and, as you propole to have the work printed 
here, it will be eaſy to give directions to whom 
you will pleaſe to give the liberty of ſeeing them; 
I beg I may be one; this requeit I again repeat 
to you, and I hope you will grant it. I do not 


doubt but there are many who will perſuade you 


to publiſh it; but they are not proper judges: 
their reaſons may be of different kinds, and their 
motives to preſs on this work may be quite diffe- 
rent, and perhaps concealed from you, 

I am extremely ſenſible of the firm love and re- 
gard you had for my father, and have for his me- 
mory; and upon that account it is, that I now 
renew my requeſt, that you would at leaft defer 
this printing until you have had the advice of 
friends, You have forgot that you lent me the 
hiſtory to read when you were in EMH and ſince my 
father died; I do remember it well. I would afk 
your pardon for giving you this trouble; but 
upon this affair I am ſo nearly concerned, that if 
I did not my utmoſt to prevent it, I ſhould never 
forgive myſelf. 

am extremely obliged to you for your good 
and kind concern for me and my family. My 
wiſe defires your acceptance of her moſt humble 
lervice; my daughter deſires the fame : they both 


are ſenſible of your good wiſhes for them. 1 am, 


with true eſteem and reſpect, dear Sir, your ob- 
liged and moſt affectionate humble ſervant, 


OXFORD. 
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I. ET FER XCLVIII. 


Earl of OR RERV to Dr. SWIF Te 


DEAR SIR, July 23, 1737. 

F I were to tell you who enquire for you, and 
What they ſay of yon, it would take up more pa- 
per than 1 have in my lodgings, and more time 
than I ſtay in town, Tet Landin is empty: not 
duſty, ſor we have had rain: not dull, for Mr. 
Pope is in it: not noi:y, for we have no cars 4: 
not troubleſome, for a man may walk quietly 
avout the ſirects : in ſhort, 'tis juſt as I would 
have it till Menday, and then I quit St. Paul's, 
tor my little church at Marten. 

Your commands are obeyed long ago. Dr. 
Ning has his cargo, Mrs. Ba: ver her converſation, 
and Mr, Pope his letters. To-morrow I] pats 
with bim at Twickenham : the olim meminifſe will 
be our feaſt. Leave Dublin, and come to us. Me- 
thinks there are many ſtronger reaſons for it than 
herctofore; at leaſt I feel 'em : and I'll ſay with 
AZacbeth, Would thou could'ſt! 

My health is greatly mended ; fo, I. hope, is 
yours : write to me when you can, in your beſt 

ealth, and utmoſt leiſure ; never break through 
that rule, Can friendſhip increaſe by abſence ? 
Sure it does; at leaſt mine rifes ſome degrees, or 
ſeems to riſe: try if it will fall by coming nearer ; 
no, certainly it cannot be higher. Yours moſt 
affectionately, 


ORRER Y. 
＋ Alluding to the Jriſß cars. 
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THOMAS FAR RExN, Eſq; Mayor of Cork, 
to Dr. SWIFT. 
REVEREND SIR, Cork, Sept. 14th, 1727. 
AM favoured with yours by Mr. Fuulluer, 
and am ſorry the health of a man, the whole 
kingdom has at heart, ſhould be io much in dan- 
ger. | 
When the box with your freedom was given 
the Recorder, to be prefented to you, I honed he 
would, in the name of the city, have expreſied 
their grateful! acknovsledgements for the many 
ſervices the publick has received from you, which 
are the motives that induced us to make you onz 
of our citizens; and as they will ever remain 
monuments to your glory, we imagined it need- 
leſs to make any inſcription on the box, and eſ- 
pecially as we have no precedents on our books 
for any ſuch. But, as ſo great and deſerving a 
patriot merits all diſtinftion that can be made, I 
have, by the conſent and approbation of the 
Council, directed the box to you, and hope what 
is inſcribed upon it, although greatly inferior ta 
what your merit is intitled to, will however de- 
monſtrate the great reza:'d and reſpect we have fer 
you, on account of the many ſingular fervices 
your pen and your counſel have done this poor 
country; and am, reveiend Sir, your moit obe— 
dient humble ſervant, 


THOMAS FARREN, Aer. 
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LETTER CO 


Lond M 


SIX, Nov. 17th, 1737. 

SHALL, with great pleaſure, bring in your 
petition to-morrow, the houſe of lords not ſit- 
ting until then; but I find there is a ſmall miſ- 
take in point of form, which will be proper to be 
ſet right beſore the petition ſhall be preſented. 

You mention the bill as it it would certainly 
paſs, and be tranſmitted into England; inſtead of 
which, I muſt beg the favour of you to ſay, that 
there are heads of a bill depending now before 
your lordſhips committee, in order to prevent &c, 
&c. for until ſuch time as it ſhall have gone 
through that, no one can declare the fate of it. 

I ſhould not be ſo impertinent as to pretend to 
direct you in this, but that I apprehend you did 
not know the progreſs the bill has taken ; if you 
will get it writ over again, my ſervant ſhall wait 
to bring it to me, and 1 ſhall take care, as ſoon 
as the petition 1s received, te have a clauſe ready, 
in purſuance of it, to except your charity. I 
am, with great reſpect, Sir, your moſt obedient 
and moſt humble ſervant, M > 


XY to Dr. SwIr r. 


LET TIER ei. 


CHARLES ForD, Eſq; to Dr. SwiF r. 


November 22d, 1737. 


1 CAN'T help putting you in mind of me 
ſometimes, though I am {ure of having no return. 
I often read your name in the news-papers, but 


* Now E of B 


N, 


hardly 


5 


hardly have any other account of you, except 


when I happen to ſee lord Orrery. He told me 


the laſt time, that you had bcen ill, but were 
rfectly recovered. ä 
I hear they are going to publiſh two volumes 
more of your works. I ſee no reaſon why all 
the pamphlets publiſhed at the end of the queen's 
reign might not be inſerted. Your objection of 
their being momentary things will not hold. 
Killing no Murder, and many other old tracts, are 
{till read with pleaſure, not to mention Tully's 
Letters, which have not died with the times. M 
comfort is, they will ſome time or other be found 
among my books with the author's name, and 
poſterity obliged with them, I have been driven 
out of a great houſe, where I had lodged between 
four and five years, by new Jlodgers, with an in- 
ſupportable noife, and have taken a little one to 
myſelf in a little court, merely for the ſake ef 
lleeping in quiet. It is in St. Fames's-Place, and 
called Little Cleveland- Caurt. I believe you never 
obſerved it; for I never did, though I lodged 
very near it, till I was carried there to ſee the 
houſe I have taken. Though coaches come in, 
it conſiſts of but {ix houſes in all. Mine is but 
two ſtories high, contrived exactly as I would 
wiſh, as I ſeldom eat at home. The ground- 
floor is of ſmall uſe to me ; for the fore-parlour 
is flung into the entry, and makes a magnificent 
London hall. The back one, by their ridiculous 
cuſtom of tacking a cloſet almoſt of the ſame big- 
neſs to it, is ſo dark, that I can hardly fee to 
read there in the middle- of the day. Up one 
pair of ſtairs I have a very good dining-room, 
which on the ſecond floor is divided in two, and 
makes room for my whole family, a man and a 
maid, both at board-wages. Over my bed-cham- 
1 ber 
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ber is my ſtudy, the pleaſanteſt part of the houſc, 
from whence you have a full view of Buckingham- 
horſe, and all that part of the Park, My furni- 
ture is clean and new, but of the chenpels things 
1 could find out. The moſt valuable goods | 
have are two different prints of you. I am {till 
in great hopes I ſhall one day have the happineſs 
of ſeeing you in it. 

Every body agrees the queen's death was wholly 
ewing to her own fault. She had a rupture, 
which ſhe would not diſcover ; and the ſurgeon 
who opened her nave], declared if he had known 
it two days ſooner, the ſhould have been walking 
about the next day. By her concealing her dii- 
temper, they gave her itrong cordials for the gout 
in her ſtomach, which did her great miſchief, 
The king is aid to have given her the firſt ac- 
count of her condition; ſhe bore it with great 
reſolution, and immediately ſent for the reſt of 
her children, to take formal leave of them, but 
abſolutely refuſed to ſee the prince of Wales; nor 
could the archbiſhop of Canterbury, when he gave 
her the ſacrament, prevail on her, though ſhe 
ſaid, ſhe heartily forgave the prince, It is thought 
her death will be a loſs, at leaſt in point of eaſe, 
to ſome of the miniſteis. 

Since Lecvis has loſt his old wife, he has had 
an old maiden niece to live with him, continues 
the ſame life, takes the air in his coach, dincs 
moderately at home, and ſees nobody, 

It was reported, and is {till believed by many, 
that Sir Robert Wulpole upon the loſs of his, made 
Miſs Stirret an honeſt woman; but if it be fo, 
the marriage is not yet owned, 

That you may, in health and happineſs, ſce 
many goth of Novembers, is the moſt ſincere and 
hearty with of yours, Oc. 


Ii 
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If you will be ſo kind as to let me hear from 


you once again, you may either direct to me 
at the Cocoa- Tree, or to Little Cleueland-Cgurt 
in St. Fames's Place. 


rr e. 


Dr. SWI r to Dr. CLAN C x. 


0 SIR, Deanry-houſe, Chriſtmas-day, 1737. 
SOME friend of mine lent me a comedy “, 


which I am told was written by you: I read it 
carefully, and with much pleaſure, on account 


both of the characters and the moral. I have no 
intereſt with the people of the play-houſe, elſe I 
ſhould gladly recommend it to them. I ſ-nd you 
a {mall preſent , in ſuch gold as will not give 


you trouble to change; for | much pity your loſs 


of ſight f, which if it pleaſed God to let you en- 
Joy, your other talents might have been your 
honeſt ſupport, and have eaied you of your pre- 


* The Sharper, the principal character of which 


performance was deſigned to repreſent colonel Char- 


rres, 

+ This pacquet contained five pounds in ſmall pieces 
of gold of different kinds, of which the largeſt did not 
exceed the value of five ſhillings. A little time after 
(ſaith Dr. Clancy) I ſent him a parcel of tickets: he 
kept bur one, which he ſaid he had paid for, and after- 
wards ſent me two four pound pieces for more. Vid. 
Clancy's Memoirs, vol. ii. p. 56 | 


4 Dr. Clancy had purſued the ſtudy of phyſick, an 


was patronized by Dr. Helſpam; but having loſt his 
ſight before he could regluarly engage in the buſineſs 
of his profeſſion, he kept a Latin School for his ſup- 
port. Ile has been dead ſome yea:s. 


Vol. VI. L ſent 
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fent confinement. I am, Sir, your well-wiſhing 


friend and humble ſervant, 
| JONATH. SWIFT, 


I know not who lent me the play ; if it came 
from you, I will ſend it back to-morrow. 


r . 
Lady How TH to Dr. SwiFT. 


_ DEAR SIR, December 26th, 1737. 
K NOWING you to be very poor, I have ſent 


you a couple of wild ducks, a couple of partridge, 
à ſide of veniſon, and ſome plover, which will 
help to keep your houſe this Chri/tmas. You may 
make 2 miſer's feaſt, and drink your blue- eyed 
Nymph in a bumper, as we do the Drapier ; and 
. when theſe are out, let me know, and you ſhall 
have a freſh ſupply. I have ſent them by a black- 
guard, knowing you to be of a very generous 
temper, though very poor. My lord and huſ- 
band joins with me in wiſhing you a merry Chr1/}- 
mas, and many of them; and am fincerely your 
_ affectionate friend and Sea-nymph. 


If 1 figned my name, and the letter ſhould be 
found, you and I might be ſuſpected. 


LETTER --CLIY, 


Dr. CLancy to Dr. SWI r. 


ea » 


REVEREND SIR, December 27th, 1737- 


W HEN I firive to expreſs the thorough 
' fenſe I have of your humanity and goodneſs, my 


attempt ccalcs in admiration of chem. You have 
7 | 3 favoured 


1 . OOO 


V 


53 


favoured my performance with ſome degree of ap- 


probation, and you have confidered my unfortu- 


nate condition by a mark of your known beneyo- 
lence: from my very foul I ſincerely thank you, 
That approbation, which in ſome more happy 
periods of my life would have made me proud 
even to vanity, has now in my diſtreſs comforted 
and ſoothed my miſery. 

If I did not fear being troubleſome, I ſhould 
do myſelf the honour of waiting upon you, if you 
will be pleaſed to permit me to do ſo, At an 
time I am ready to obey your command ; and am, 
with the u: moſt reſpect and gratitude, Sir, your 
$oft obliged humble ſervant, 


MIC. CLANCY. 
LET TERS OY; 


Earl of ORRFRY to Mrs. WHITEWAY, 


MADAM, DukeeStreet, Weſtminſter, Feb. 14th, 1737-8. 


MUST anſwer a letter I never received, The 

ean tells me you wrote to me; but the ſeas, or 
the poſtmaſters, are in poſſeſſion of the manuſcript. 
Should it fall into Curls hands, it may come into 
print, and then I mutt anſwer it in print, which 
will give me a happy opportunity of letting the 
world know how much J am your admircr and 
ſervant. 

I agree intirely with the perſon who writes 
there or four paragraphs in the Dean's letter. 
Humour and wit are, like gold and filyer, in great. 
plenty in L/reland; nor is there any body that 
wants either but that abominable Dean, the bane 
of all learning, ſenſe, and virtue. I wiſh we had 


him here to puniſh him for his various offences, 


particularly for his abhorrence of the dear dear 


L 2 faſhions 
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faſhions of this polite age. Pray, madam, ſend 
him, and you will hear what a ſimple figure he 
will make among the great men of our iſland, 
who are every day improving themſelves in all 
valuable qualities and noble principles. 

I rejoice to hear your fair daughter is in health. 
Jam, to her and you, a moſt obedient humble 


ſervant, 
5 ORR ERF. 
Le. 


Miſs RiCHARDsSoON to Dr. S WIr. 


SIR, Summerſeat, Feb. 23d, 1737-8. 
1 W AS favoured fame time ago with your 
moſt obliging letter t, wherein you are pleaſed 
to ſay ſo many civil things to me, that I have been 
altogether at a loſs how to make proper acknow- 
ledgements for the honour you have done me. 
The commendations you are fo good as to beſtow 
upon me, would make my vanity inſufferable to 
my neighbours, if I were not conſcious that I 
do not deſerve them ; and although I ſhall always 
account it a great unhappineſs to me that I never 
have been in your company, yet this advantage 
J have from it, that my faults are unknown to 
you. If I have any thing commendable about me, 
I ſincerely own myſelf indebted to you for it, 
having endeavoured as much as I could to model 
myſelf by the uſeful inſtructions that are to be 
gathered from your works; for which my ſex in 
general (although I believe ſome of them do not 
think ſo) is highly obliged to you, The opinion 
you are pleaſed to entertain of me, I fancy is 


+ Vid. Jebuſten's Collection, No. 70, 
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owing to my uncle's partiality, who has frequently 
been ſo kind as take pains to make perſons unac- 
quainted with me, think better of me than after- 
wards they found I deſerved. I have great rea- 
ſon to complain of his treatment in this particu- 
lar; but in all others I have met with ſo much 
kindneſs from him, that I muſt think it my duty 
to lay hold of every opportunity that falls in my 
way to oblige him. Sir, you have it in your 
power to give me one, by making him a vikt at 
Summerſeat, where all the ſki!] I have in houſekeep- 
ing ſhould be employed to have every thing in 


O 


that manner that would be moſt pleaſing to you, 


which I know is the moſt agreeable ſervice 1 
could do for him. You are pleaſed to wiſh in 
your letter that you had hands long enouzh to 
beat me. What an honour and ha appineſs would 
I eſteem it, to be thought worthy of your correc- 
tion? but J fear you would find my faults fo nu- 
merous, that you would think me one of thoſe 
ladies that do not deſerve to be mended. 

Your letter would have given me the greateſt 
pleaſure of any thing I have ever met with, had 
it not been for the complaints you make of your 
health, which give me a moſt ſenſible concern, 
as they ought to do every body that has any re- 
gard for this kingdom. I hope the good weather 
will ſet you right, and that the Summer will in- 
duce you to viſit this northern part of the world. 
I fear I have by this time tired out your patience 
with female impertinence, and given you too great 
reaſon to change the favourable thoughts you did 
me the honour to entertain of me; I will forbear 
to be longer troubleſome to you, only I beg leave 
to add my beſt withes for your good health, that 
you may live many years to be a bleſſing to man- 
Kind in general, and this country in particular, [ 

3 am, 
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am, with the higheſt eſteem, and greateſt reſpect, 
Sir, your moſt obedient and moſt humble ſervant, 


KATH. RICHARDSON. 
SEF: EE RR: CEVIL, 
Dr. KING to DEAN E SWIFT, Eſq; * 


SIR, St, Mary Hall, Oxon, March 15th, 1737-8. 


DID not receive your letter of the 4th till 
yeſterday. It was ſent aſter me to London, and 
from thence returned to Oxford, 

I am much concerned that I cannot ſee you 
before you go to Ireland, becauſe J intended to 
have ſent by you a pacquet for the Dean. It has 
been no fault of mine that he has not heard from 
me. I have written two letters for him (both 
incloſed to Mrs. Jhitcway) ſince I received the 
manuſcript from lord Orrery. L wrote again to 
Mrs. Whiteway, when I was laſt week in London, 
to acquaint her, that I would write to the Dean 
by a friend of mine, who is going for Ireland in 
a few days. I do not wonder my letters by the 
poſt have been intercepted, ſince they wholly re- 
lated to the publication of + which, I am 
| aſſured, is a matter by no means agreeable to 
ſome of our great men, nor indeed to ſome of the 
Dean's particular friends in London. In ſhort, I 
have been obliged to defer this publication till I 
can have the Dean's anſwer to ſatisfy the objec- 
tions which have been made by ſome of his 
friends. I had likewiſe a particular reaſon of my 


* 'Then at Monmouth. 
+ Dr. Swz77's Hiſtory of the four laſt years of Q: 


= 
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ewn for deferring this work a few months, which 
1 have acquainted the Dean with. 

I muſt beg the favour of you to leave behind 
you the copy of the 7e, at leaſt to ſhew it to 
nobody in Irelund for as I am upon the point of 
accommodating my ſuit, the publication of the 
book would greatly prejudice my affairs at this 
juncture, But this is a caution I believe I needed 
not have given you. | 

Your friends in the Hall are all well, We are 
now very full. 

Believe me to be, Sir, your moſt affectionate 
and molt humble ſervant, 


WILLIAM KING. 


Notwithſtanding your letter, Jam ſtill in ſome 
hopes of ſecing you before you go to [reland. 


LETTER CLVIII. 


Alderman BARBER to Dr. SwirT. 
MOST DEAR. AND HONOURED FRIEND, 


London, March 13th, 1738. 


Ir was with great pleaſure I received yours of 
the gth of March, with the ſtate of your health, 
which was the more agreeable, as it contradicted 
the various reports we had of you ; for you re- 
member that our news-papers take the privilege 
of killing all perſons they do not like as often as 
they pleaſe, I have had the honour to be decently 
interred about {ix times in their weekly memoirs, 
which I always read with great ſatisfaction, 

[ am very well ſatisfied with your character of 
Mr, Dunkin, and deſire that he would immediately 

| L 4 draw 
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draw up a petition in form, directed to the gover 
nor, c. which petition I deſire that you only 
would underwrite, with your recommendation, 
and a character of him; which you will pleaſe to 
ſend to me, to be made uſe of at my diſcretion. 
He need not come over, but inform me, as ſoon 
as poſſible, of Dr. Sguire's death. 

1 have made your compliments to lord and lady 
Oxford, who are both well, and rejoiced to hear 
of your health. They give you their thanks 
for your remembrance, and are your faithful 
friends. 

His lordſhip is very well pleaſed with your pre- 
ſent of the medals, and defires you would ſend 
them by the firſt ſafe hand that comes over. Is it 
not ſhocking that that noble lord, who has no 
vices (except buying manuſcripts and curioſities 
may be called fo) has not a guinea in his pocket, 
and 1s ſelling a great part of his eſtate to pay his 
debts ? and that eſtate of his produces near 20,000 /, 
a year. I ſay, is it not ſhocking | But indeed 
moſt of our. nobility with great eſtates are in the 
ſame way. My lord Burlington is now ſelling, in 
one article, 9000/7. a year in Ireland, for 200,000 l. 
which won't pay his debts. 

Dr. Mead is proud of your compliments, and 
returns his thanks and ſervice, 

8 Lew:s 1 have not ſeen, but hear he is pretty 
well. | | 

Mr. Ford, J am told, is the moſt regular man 
living; for from his lodgings to the Mall to the 
Coca to the tavern—to bed, is his conſtant 
Courſe. 

Theſe cold winds of late have affected me; but 
as the warm weather is coming on, I hope to be 
better than I am, though, 1 thank God, I am 
now in better health than I have been for many 

years; 
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years. Among the other bleſſings I enjoy, I am 
of a chearful diſpoſition, and J laugh, and am 
laughed at in my turn, which nelps eff the tedi- 
ous hours. 

I hope the Spr:ng will have a good effect upon 
you, and will help your hearing and other infir- 
mities, and that I ſhall have the pleaſure to hear 
ſo from your own hand. 

You will pleaſe to obſerve that I am proud of 
every occaſion of ſhewing my gratitude to you, 
Sir, to whom I mult cvcr own the greateſt obli- 
gations. 

Pray God bleſs and preſerve you, and believe 
me always, dear Sir, your moſt faithſul and moſt 
obedient humble ſervant, 


JOHN BARBER. 


LET FE R- CLIX; 
ALEXANDER M*AuLay, Eſq; to Dr. SWIFT. 


REV. SIR, April 13, 1738. 


HAVE received your letter of this date, and 
wil! wait upon you to-morrow morning. I am ex- 
tremely ſorry to find you meet with any thing that 
affects or pe;p!exes you. I hope I ſhall never be 
gviliy of fuck b ack in:ratitude as to omit any 


opportunity of doing you every good office in my 
power. 


I am, with the arcateſt eſteem and pratitude, 
Rev. Sir, your moit obliged and moſt obedient 


ſeryant, 
ALEXANDER M*<AULAY. 


n= = _ 
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Dr. KING to DEAN E SWIFT, Eſq; 


DEAR SIR, St. Mary-Hall, Oxon, April 25, 1738. 
[| HAVE juſt now received your letter by Mr. 


Pirt, for wich I thank you, Tis now more 
than a month ſince I wrote to Mrs. J/h:iteway, to 
acquaint the Dean with the difficulties I met with 
in regard to the publication of his Hiſtory, and to 
defire his advice and directions in what manner [ 
ſhould proceed. I have not yet had any anſwer ; 
and till ] receive one, I can do nothing more. I 
may probably hear from Jrelaud before you leave 
Henmouth; in which caſe J may trouble you with 
a pacquet. 

Jam pretty much of your opinion about the 
old pocts, and perhaps may confirm you in your 
whimſies (as you call them) when J have the plea- 
ſure of ſeeing you here again. I heartily wiſh you 
a good journey and voyage : but methinks I can 
hardly excuſe you for having been ſo long abſent 
from us. ] wiſh you had returned to this place, 
tho' for one week; becauſe I might have talked 
over with you all the affair of the Hiſtory, about 
which I have been much condemned : and no 
wonder, ſince the Dean has continually expreſſed 
his diſfatisfaction that I have ſo long delayed the 
publication of it. However, I have been in no 
fault: on the contrary, I have conſulted the Dean's 
honour, and the ſafety of his perſon. In a word, 
the publication of this work, as excellent as it is, 
would involve the printer, publiſher, author, and 
every one concerned, in the greateſt difficulties, 
if not in a certain ruin; and therefore it will be 
abſolutely neceſſary to omit ſome of the 9 

thank 


1 


I thank you for the promiſe you make me con- 
cerning the Toa/?, 


Your friends here are all well, Believe me, 
dear Sir, your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


WILLIAM KING. 


LET TEN CLXI; 


Miſs RICHARDSON to Mrs. WHITEWAV. 


DEAR MADAM, Belturbet, May 6, 1738. 
— 1 RECEIVED the favour of your letter laſt. 


poſt. I was deprived of having that pleaſure. 
ſooner by removing from Summerſeat ta this place 
the beginning of laſt month, where I was ſent for 
by my father, to attend him in a fit of the gout, 
of which he has been very ill theſe three months 
paſt. My fifter, who takes care of bim and his 
family, being near the time of her lying in, I. 
trouble you with this account, that you ma 
know how I am engaged at preſent, which I fear 
will prevent my having an opportunity of waiting 
upon you before my uncle returns, 

I moſt humbly thank you for your kind invita- 
tion, and do heartily wiſh it were any way in 
my power to let you know the grateful ſenſe I 
have of my obligations to you. I hope the Dean 
of St. Patrick's is very well: it would have given 
me infinite pleaſure to have had the honour of 
being in his company with you, 

When I parted ,with my uncle, he propeſed to 
make but a ſhort ſtay in England at this time; and 
at his return he intended to leave nothing undone 
that he could think of to prevail with the Dean 
and you to ſpend ſome time at his houſe this ſum- 


mer, I hope you will be ſo good as to give him 
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all the aſſiſtance you can to perſuade the Dean to 
take that jaunt: I really believe it would do him 
great ſervice as to his health: I pleaſe myſelf 
greatly with the thoughts of having you there, 
and your daughter, who I believe to be a very 
accompliſhed young lady, having had the happi- 
neſs to be educated under your direction, I beg 
you will make my compliments to her; and be 
aſſured that I am, with great reſpect, Madam, 
your molt obedient and muſt humble ſervant, 


KATH. RICHARDSON. 


LETTER U. 
Lord OxRERY to Dr, SWIFT. 


DEAR SIR, June 13, 1738. 
I 


M engaged to-morrow at dinner; but I 
will try to put it off, and fend you word in the 
morning whether I can mect Mrs. //h:teway or 
not. | 

To ſhew you what a generous rival I am (now 
J am ſure of the lady) 1 ſhould be glad to carry 
down a letter from you to my miſtreſs on Frida. 
She never drinks any wine; but ſhe told me the 
other day, to do you good, ſhe would drink a 
bottle, I wiſh you would inſiſt on it, that | 
might ſee whether wine would alter the ſweetnels 
of her temper, for I am ſure nothing elſe can. 
1. rejoice to find there is ſome little amendment 
in your health, and I pray God to enereaſe it. 


ORRERY. 
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Lord ORRERY to Dr. SWI r. 


DEAR SIR, June 29, 1738. 
1 HAVE but this paper left, and how can TI 


employ it better than triumphing over my rival, 
Mea ejt Lavinia conjux, To-morrow Mrs. Hamil- 
ton gives me her heart and hand for ever. Do I 
live to ſee the day when toupets, coxcomical lords, 
powdered ſquires, and awkward beaux join with 
the Dean of St. Patrick's in the lots of one and 
the ſame object? My happineis is too great, and 
in pity to you I will add no more than that I hope 
to ſee grief for this lois ſtrongly wrote in your 
tace even twenty years hence, Adicu, your gene- 
rous rival, X 


1 OR R ERL. 
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Alderman BAR BER to Dr. Swrrr. 


MOST HONOURED AND WORTIIT SIR, 


London, july 2, 1738. 


1 HAVE deferred anſwering the favours of yours 
of the gth and 3ift of March, in hopes to have 
ſomething to entertain you with, and I have ſuc- 
ceeded in my wiſhes; for I am ſure I give you 
great pleaſure when I tell you the incioted I re- 
ceived from the hands of lord Belingbroie and Mr. 
Pope, your deareſt friends. My lord has been 
here a few days, and is come to ſell Dawley, to 
pay his debts; and he will return to France, 

waere, 


here, J am told, he is writing the Hiſtory of his 
own Times; which | heartily rejoice at (though 
I am not likely to live to ſee it publiſhed) becauſe 
ſo able a hand can do nothing but what muſt be 
inſtructive and entertaining to the next generation, 
His lordſhip is fat and fair, in high ſpirits; but 
foins with you, and all good men, to lament our 
preſent unhappy ſituation, Mr. Pope has a cold, 
and complains, but he is very well; fo well, that 
te throws out a twelve- penny touch in a week or 
ten days, with as much caſe as a friend of ours 
formerly uſed to roaſt the enemies to their country, 

'The report of the duke of Ormond's return. 13 
without foundation, His grace is very well in 
health, and lives in a very handſome manner, and 
has Mr, Kelly with him as his chaplain, the gen- 
tleman who eſcaped out of the Tower, A worthy 
Friend of yours and mine paſſed through Avignon 
about a month ſince, and dined with his Grace, 
from whom I have what tell you. 3 

] hear nothing of Dr. Squire's departure: I 
believe I may ſay the matter is ſecured for Mr. 
Dunkin. | 

J have ſeen lord and lady Oxfrd, who make 

ou their compliments, He thanks you for your 
anedals. I believe I told you he is felling Vimple, 
to pay off a debt of 100,000/. That a man 
without any vice, ſhould run out ſuch a ſum, is 
monſtrous, It muſt be owing to the roguery of 
his ſtewards, and his indulency, which is vice 
enough. 

Lord Bathurſt is heartily yours; fo is Mr. Lewis, 
who wears apace, and the more (would you be- 
lieve it?) ſince the loſs of his wiſe. 

I do not fee lord in an age: his ſon 1s 
marricd, and proves bad enough; ill natured and 
proud, and very little in him. Our friend Ford 
1 lives 
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lives in the ſame way, as conſtant as the ſun, from 


the Cocoa-tree to the Park, to the tavern, to bed, Cc. 
So far in the hiſtorical way, to obey your ſeve- 
ral commands. You will now give me leave to 
hope this will find you free from all complaints, 
and that I ſhall have the great pleaſure of ſeeing 
it very quickly under your own hand. I thank 
God, I am better than I have been many years, 
but yet bave many complaints; for my aſthma 
ſticks cloſe by me, but leſs gout than formerly, ſo 
that though I cannot walk far, I ride daily, and 
eat and drink heartily at noon ; and I impute my 
being ſo much better to my drinking conſtantly 


the aſſes milk, which is the beſt ſpecihck we have. 


I with to God you would try it, I am ſure it 
would, do you much good, I take it betimes in 
the morning, which certainly gives me a little 
ſleep, and often a ſmall breathing or ſweat. 

If Mr. Richardſon has not made you his acknow- 
ledgments for your great favour and friendſhip to 
him, he is much to blame; for to you he owes 
the continuance of his employment. An alder- 
man of Derry came from thence on purpoſe to 
attach him, and he had many articles of impeach- 
ment; and I believe he had twenty, out of twenty- 
four, of our Society againſt him: and the cry has 
been againſt him for two or three years paſt, and 


J had no way to fave him many times, but only 


by ſaying, that while I had the honour to preſide 
in that chair, I would preſerve the great privilege 
every Engliſhman had, of being heard before he 
was condemned : and I never put any queſtion 
againſt him while he was in Ireland. Well, he 
came; and, after a long and tedious hearing of 
both ſides, the Society were of opinion, that he 
bad acted juſtly and honourably in his office, ; 

as 
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J do not deal in politicks; I have left them off 
a lo g while, only we talk much of war, which 
I do not believe a word on. A fair lady in Ger- 
many has put the in good humour they ſay. 

I ihall trouble you no more at preſent, but to 
aſſure you I never think of you but with the ut- 
moſt pleaſure, and drink your health daily, and 
heartily pray for your long, long life, as you are 
an honour to your country, and will be the glory 
of the preſent and ſucceeding ages. 

I am, dear Sir, your moſt affectionate humble 


ſervant, 
J. BARBER, 


LETTER CLX. 
William RIchARDSON, Eſq; to Dr. SWIFT. 


| July 25, 1738. 
; HERE are but very few things would give 


me. greater concern than the Dean of St. Patrick's 
becoming indifferent towards me; and yet I fear 
one of thoſe few things is the cauſe [ have not had 
a line from you fince I came hither. I beſeech 
you eaſe me of my preſent pain, by tciling me that 
you are well ; that ſummer, which hath but lately 
reached us here, hath invited you, and tempted 
ou to ride azain, 

If any thing occurs to you I can do, that is 
agreeable to you, if you have the leaſt inclination 
to oblige me, you will let me know it. : 

My hurry here is almoſt over; but one affatr 
or other will detain me till the latter end ot 
October, if I get away then. I cannot ſay I pass 
my time diſagreeably. I have had ſome opportu- 
nities of doing good offices; and, when 1 am not 
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diſengaged by buſineſs, I live with a few friends 


that I Jove, and love me, and, for the moſt part, 
go every week with one of them to the country 
for two or three days. 

Your friend Bolmgbroke is well, and at preſent 
with Mr. Pope. I am told he has fold Dawly. 
Alderman Barber, who has promiſed me ta write 
to you by the next poſt, tells me his lordſhip en- 
quired much about you and your health. The 
alderman plays his cards ſo as that his credit in the 
city daily encreaſes, There is nothing but the 
vacancy wanting to put Mr. Dunkin in poſſeſſion 
of the pariſh of Colrain. 

I hear you have ſeen Pope's fifth Dialogue, 1738. 
Have you ſeen his Univerſal Prayer? This ſe- 
cond Dialogue, together with a copy of the in- 
ſcription intended by the old dutcheſs of Marlbo- 
rough for a ſtatue ſhe is to erect of queen Anne, 
and a few lines attributed to lord Cheſterfield, on 
another ſubject, wait on you incloſed. 

Believe that I love as much as I admire you; and 
that I am, with the molt perfect reſpect, dear Sir, 
your molt obliged and moſt truly faithful ſervant, 


WILLIAM RICHARDSON, 


This pacquet goes franked by the ſecretary of 
the foreign office, who can frank any weight. 


I expect the prime ſerjeant * here this niaht in 
his way to France. 


Singleton. 


Vol. VI. M 
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LETTER CLXVI. 
The Biſhop of Fzxrns + to Dr. SwirmT, 


SIR, September 18, 1739, 
A MESSAGE which I juſt now received 


from you by Mr. Hughes, gives me fome hopes of 
being reſtored to my old place. Formerly I was 
your miniſter in muſicts : but when I grew a great 
man (and by the by you helped to make me ſo) 
you turned me off, If you are pleaſed again to 
employ me, I ſhall be as faithful and obſervant 
as ever. 

I have heard Mr. Hughes fing often at Perci- 
val's 4, and have a good opinion of his judgment: 
ſo has Peraval, who, in theſe affairs, is infallible. 
His voice is not excellent, but will do: and, if I 
miſtake not, he has one good quality, not very 
common with the muſical gentlemen, 2. e. he is 
deſirous to improve himſelf. If Jaſon and Lamb 
were of his temper, they would be as fine fellows 
as they think themſelves. I am, Sir, your moſt 
obedient humble ſervant, 


EDWARD FERNS, 


LETTER CLXVII. 


Dr. SWIFT to Mrs, WHITEWAY. 


M R. Swift's gimcracks of cups and balls“, 
in order to my convenient ſhaving with eaſe and 


+ Dr. *ynge, F At Dean Percivals. 
* A box of ſoap and a bruſh, 


e — a. 


diſpatch, 
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diſpatch, together with the preſcription on half a 
ſheet of paper, was exactly followed, but ſome 
inconveniencies attended ; for I cut my face once 
or twice, was juſt twice as long in the performance, 
and left twice as much hair behind, as I have 
done this twelvemonth paſt, I return him, there- 
fore, all his implements, and my own complt- 
ments, with abundance of thanks, becauſe he 


| hath fixed me during life in my old humdrum way. 


Give me a full and true account of all your healths, 


and ſo adieu. I am ever, c. 
J. SWIFT. 


oct. zd or 4th, or rather as the butler ſays, 
the ſecond on Tueſday 1738. 


My ſervice to all your litter, I mean Mrs. 
Harriſon, &c. but you will call this high 
treaſon, I am ſtill very lame of that left 
foot. I expect to ſee as many of you as you 
pleaſe, | 


LETTER CLXVIIL 


Dr. SWIFT to Mrs, WHITEWAY. 


Noy, 27, 17 38. 


| NEVER liked a letter from you on your 
uſual days of coming here, for it always brings 
me bad news. I am heartily ſorry for your ſon's 
continuing his illneſs, and that you have now two 
patients in your houſe. In the mean time pray 
take care of your health, chiefly your wicked cho- 
lic, and Mrs. Harriſon's diſpoſition to a fever. I 
hope at leaſt things will be better on Thurſday r, 


+ Dr. $w0if?'s birth-day. 
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elſe I ſhall be full of the ſpleen, becauſe it is a day 
you ſeem to 1egard, although I deteſt it, and 1 
read the third chapter of Feb that morning 1. I 
am deafer than when you ſaw me laſt, and indeed 
am quite caſt down. My hearty love and ſervice 
to Mrs. Harriſon. I thoroughly pity you in your 


preſent circumſtances. I am ever yours entirely. 


God ſupport you ! 
| J SIT. 


LETTER -CLEXIX. 


Miſs RiCHARDSON to Mrs. WHITE WAW. 


DEAR MADAM, Belturbet, November 29, 1738. 


IT was a very unequal match that the Dean and 
you ſhould join in a plot againſt my uncle and me: 
you could not fail of carrying your point. Any 
thing the Dean hath a hand in, is done in the molt 
genteel and ſurprizing manner. I fairly own I 
am caught: 1 would be glad to know what my 
uncle will think of himielf when he hears the 
part he acted in it. I have been fo well ac- 
cultomed to receive preſents of value from him, 
that I thought it had been a piece of edging, or 
ſome light thing, which he had committed to your 
care to be forwarded to me. Never was I ſo {ur- 

rized as I was when I read your letter, to think 
| had received a preſent from ſo great a perſon as 
the Dean; but when I locked upon it, and knew 
the expence it muſt be to him, I was quite con- 
founded : it was too great an honour for me, who 
can never deſerve the leaſt favour from him: it is 
a moſt beautiful diamond; I own I am proud of 


$ Thie chapter he always read upon his birth day. 
/ finer 
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fnery now, which I never was in my life before. 
I am highly obliged to you for your improvement 
of the ring: the Dean's hair and name have 
made it a treaſure to me, and [ realiy believe it 
will be thought ſo a thouſand years hence, if it 
can be kept ſo long. I am ſure it ſhall by me, as 
long as I live, with as much care as I keep my 

es, while I have them to look upon it. 

My ſiſter, who had the honour of waiting upon 


yoda in town, and brought me the ring very ſafe, 


is full of acknowledgments for your civilities to 
her, and returns you her moft ſincere thanks, 
with her humble ſervice. Pray give mine moſt 
affectionately to Miis Harriſon. I am, dear 
Madam, your moſt obliged and moſt humble 
ſervant, 


KATH. RICHARDSON. 


LETS TER CELXX; 


WiLLIam RIchARDSON, Eſq; to Dr. SWIFT. 


S1R, | London, January 2d, 1733-g. 


AM called upon, by many provocations, ta 
Prefer a bill of indiftment againſt you, and a fe- 
male accomplice of yours *; tor that by the uſe of 
means very uncommon, which were in your 
power only, you have turned the head of a well- 
meaning country girl ef plain ſenſe, who had 
been very uſefu] to me, and eſteemed by her 
acquaintance, I have ſeen of late many ſymp- 
toms of her diſorder : it is true, that the faſcina- 
tion of your works had before operated ſtrongly 
upon her; for ſcarce any opportunity occurred 


* Mrs. Whitceway, 
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but ſhe poured forth her admiration of the author, 
and can repeat without book all your poems better 


than her catechiſm ; however, the could attend to 


domeſtic affairs, and give proper directions about 
matters in the kitchen and larder, Sc. and when 
ſhe did not pore upon your writings, or ſome other 
books (I cannot ſay of the like kind) ſhe was at 
work, or ſecing that things in her province were 

as they ſhould be: but now truly it appcars ſhe 
ks that heretofore ſhe had not diſcovered 
her own value and importance. To be taken 
notice of by a perſon ſhe has long thought to be 
the greateſt genius any age hath produced, and 
whom ſhe worſhippeth with an adcration that to 
any mortal riſes almoſt to idolatry, hath, it is 
much to be feared, tranſported her with conceit 
and vanity, and where it will end, J know not, 
What you heve done proceeded, ro doubt, from 
a malicious intention tc wards me, as well as the 
poor girl; and I refent it accorcingly, as I hope 
ſhe will do when ſhe returns to her ſenſes. 

I was greatly rejoiced, dear Sir, to learn from 
the prime-ſerjeant Singleten, that he found you ex- 
tremely well in every reſpect, except your hear- 
ing ; and in that he ſaid you were much better 
than he expected. That man, who has as true a 
heart as ever I met with, moſt intirely loves as 
well as admires you. 

This place affords no news at preſent, I am 
detained by affairs of importance that relate to my 
friends, and cannot yet ſay when they will allow 
me to return I paſs my time, now and then, 
with ſome of Mr. Pope's moſt intimate friends; 
and although 1 would have great plcaſure in being 
known to him, that of the preſent age comes next 
to you in fame, I ſhall not be introduced to him, 


unleſs I ſhall have the honour not to be thought 
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wholly unworthy to deliver him a letter from the 


Dean of St. Patrict's. 


Alderman Barber got a fall in his parlour on his 
hip, by his foot getting into a hole of the carpet ; 
it brought a ft of the gout upon him, and he is 
ſtill ſomewhat lame in his hip; but otherwiſe in 
very good health and ſpirits. 

Doctor Sguire holds out ſurprizingly: as ſoon 
as the vacancy ſhall happen, I will have notice, 
and there is no doubt but Mr. Dunkin will ſucceed 
him. 

I am ever, dear Sir, with the higheſt eſteem 
and reſpect, your molt obliged and molt affectio- 
nate humble ſervant, | 


WILLIAM RICHARDSON, 


LETTER CLXXI. 


Dr. KING to Dr. SwiFT. 
SIR, St, Mary-Hall, Oxford, January 5th, 1738-9. 
A T length I have put Rochefaucault to the 


preſs, and about ten or twelve days hence it will 
be publiſhed. But I am in great fear left you 
ſhould diſlike the liberties I have taken. Although 
I have done nothing without the advice and ap- 
probation of thoſe among your friends in this coun- 
try, who love and eſteem you moſt, and zealouſly 
Intereſt themſelves in every thing that concerns 
your character. As they are much better judges 
of mankind than I am, I very readily ſubmitted to 
their opinion ; however, if after having received 
the printed copies, which I will ſend you next 


week, you ſhall ſtill reſolve to have the poem 


publiſhed as intire as you put it into my hands, I 


will certainly obey your commands, if I can find 
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a proper perſon to undertake the work. I ſhall 

o to London the latter end of the next week, 
when [I'll write to you by a private hand more 
fully than I can venture to do by the poſt, 

I was at Twickenham in the Chriſimas week, Mr. 
Pope had juſt then received a letter from you, and 
had the pleaſure of hearing you were well and in 
good ſpirits. May thoſe good ſpirits continue 
with you to the laſt hour! 

Believe me to be, with the greateſt truth, Sir, 
your moſt obedient and moſt faithful ſervant, 

.. 


Pray do me the honour to preſent my moſt 
humble ſervice to Mrs. Vitetbay. 


LETTER CLXXII. 


DEAN E SwirrT, Eſq; to Dr. SwirT. 


$ 1 R, Jan. 12, 1738-9. | 


1 HAD ſo great an honour conferred upon me 
yeſterday, that I know not how to expreſs the 
obligations I lie under for it, unleſs by endeavour- 
ing to make myſelf worthy of your preſent, I can 
demonſtrate to the world that 1 daily improve in 
wiſdom and knowledge, by ſtudying in thoſe books, 
which ſince the beginning of my life J have for 
ever eſteemed to be a compleat library of taſte, 
wit, poetry and politicks; yes, and in ſpite of 
dullneſs and prejudice, I will venture to ſay of 
religion alſo. This I am ſure of, that ſo great a 
preſent from ſo great.a perſon, and in a manner ſo 
handſome and extraordinary, it is abſolutely im- 
poſſible I ſhould ever be honoured with again. I 
always tliought I added to my own reputation 
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whenever I pointed out ſome of thoſe excellencies 
which ſhine through every page of them. But to 
be thought worthy of receiving them from your 
hands, was infinitely beyond even what my vanity 
could hope for. I have flattered myſelf for many 
years, that to the beſt of my power J have conti- 
nually fought under the banners of Liberty, and 
that 1 have been ready, at a moment's call, either 
to lay down my life in the defence of it, or when- 
ever there ſhould appear any probability of ſucceſs, 
to vindicate and aſlert that claim, which every man 
in every country has by nature a right to inſiſt 
upon ; but whatever principles have guided my 
actions hitherto, I ſhall from this moment inli 

myſelf under the conduct of Liberty's General; 
and whenever I deſert her enſigns, to fight under 
thoſe of Tyranny and Oppreflion, then, and not 
till then, will I part with thoſe books which you 
have ſo highly honoured me with, and caſt them 
into the flames, that I may never afterwards be 
reproached either by the fight of them, or the 
remembrance of the donor. I am, Sir, with the 
higheſt eſteem, your moſt obliged and moſt obedi- 


ent humble ſeryant, | 
DEANE SWIFT. 


LE TT ER CLXXIII. 


Dr. Kine to Dr. Sir r. 


SIR, London, Jan. 23d, 1738-9. 


1 HOPE you received a letter I wrote to you 
from Oxford about the thirtieth of laſt month, in 
which 1 acquainted you with the publication of 
Rechefaucault ; and as I intereſt myſelf moſt hear- 
tily in every thing that concerps your character 

| as 
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as an author, ſo I take great pleaſure in telling 
you, that none of your works have been better 
received by the public than this poem. I obſerve 
this with more than ordinary ſatisfaction, becauſe 
I may urge the approbation of the public as ſome 
kind of apology for myſelf, if I ſhall find you are 
diſſatisfied with the form in which this poem now 
appears, But if that ſhould happen, all the reſt 
of your friends on this ſide of the water muſt ſhare 
the blame with me; for I have abſolutely con- 
formed myſelf to their advice and opinion as to the 
manner of the publication. There are ſome lines, 
indeed, which I omitted with a very ill will, and 
for no other reaſon, but becauſe J durſt not inſert 
them, I mean the ſtory of the medals; however, 
that incident is pretty well known, and care has 
been taken that almoſt every reader may be able 
to ſupply the blanks, That part of the poem 
which mentions the death of queen Anne, and fo 
well deſcribes the deſigns of the miniſtry, which 
ſucceeded upon the acceſſion of the late king, I 
would likewiſe willingly have publiſhed, if I could 
have done it with ſafety : but I don't know whe- 
ther the preſent worthy ſet of miniſters would not 
have conſtrued this paſſage into high treaſon, by 
aid of the new doctrine of inuendos : at leaſt a 
lawyer, whom I conſulted on this occaſion, gave 
me ſome reaſon to imagine this might be the caſe. 
Jam in truth more cautious than I uſed to be, well 
knowing that my ſuperiors look on me at preſent 
with a very evil eye, as I am the reputed author 
of the Latin poem I have ſent you by the ſame 
gentleman, who does me the favour to deliver you 
this Jetter : for although that piece hath eſcaped 
the ſtate inquiſition, by being written in a lan- 
guage that is not at preſent very well underſtood 
at court, and might perhaps puzzle the attorney- 
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general to explain, yet the ſcope of the poem and 
principal characters being well underſtood, the 
author muſt hereafter expect no mercy, if he gives 
his enemies any grounds or colour to attack him. 
But notwithſtanding all my caution, if I per- 
ceive you diſlike this manner and form of the 
poem, I will, ſome way or other, contrive that 
it may be publiſhed as you ſhall direct. 

I ſend you my beſt wiſhes, and I hope you will 
yet live many years in a perfect ſtate, for the ſake 


of your friends, for the benefit of your country, 


and for the honour of mankind; and I beg you 
to believe that I am, with the greateſt truth, Sir, 


your moſt humble and moſt obedient ſervant, 
W. K. 


LETTER CLXXIV. 


Dr. KING to Mrs. WHITE WAX. 


MAD AM, January 30, 1738-9. 
A VER Y kind letter, which I have juſt re- 
ceived from you, has put me into great confuſion. 
I beg of you to be aſſured, that I think myſelf 
under the higheſt obligations to you, and that I ſet 
a true value on the friendſhip with which you have 
honoured me, and ſhall endeavour to preſerve it 
as long as I live. If our correſpondence has been 
interrupted, it hath been wholly owing to the ill 
treatment I received from the poſt-office ; for 
ſome time I did not receive a letter that had not 
been opened, and very often my letters were de- 
livered to me with the ſeals torn off. Whether 
thoſe poſt-· officois really thought me, what I never 
thought myielf, a man of importance, or whether 
they imagined my letters were a cover for ſome 
greater name, I don't know ; but for my part, 
| I grew 


("278-3 


I grew peeviſh, to find my friendſhips, and all 
my little chit-chat, muſt conſtantly be expoſed 
to the view of every dirty fellow, that had leiſure 
or curioſity enough to examine my letters. How- 
ever, for ſome little time paſt, I have not had 
the ſame cauſe of complaint. Your letter was 
delivered to me in good condition; I begin to 
think my ſuperiors no longer ſuſpect me of hold- 
ing any unwarrantable correſpondence, eſpecially 
ſince I find I may now venture to write to the 
Dean even by the Oxford poſt. Notwithſtanding 
what you ſay, I am in ſome pain about Rochefau- 
cault, and doubt much whether he will be ſatisfied 
with the manner in which he finds it publiſhed ; 
to which I conſented in deference to Mr. Pope's 
Judgment, and the opinion of others of the Dean's 
friends in this country, who, I am ſure, love 
and honour him, and kindly concern themſelves 
in every thing that may affect him. The town 
has received this piece ſo well, that in all parts, 
and in al] companies, I hear it extremely com- 
mended ; and not only the Dean's friends, but 
his greateſt enemies, acknowledge that he hath not 
loſt any part of his fire, and of that inimitable 
turn of wit and humour ſo peculiar to himſeif. 
For my part, I never read any of his works, ei- 
ther in proſe or verſe, that I do not call to mind 
that ſhort character which cardinal Polignac gave 
him in ſpeaking to me, I a Peſprit createur, which 
I mentioned to you in a former letter, if I re- 
member rightly. It may not be amiſs to tell you, 
that one Gally, or Gazllie, ſince this poem was 
printed, offered it to ſale to a bookſeller at Temple- 
bar; and I am now told, that there are two or 
three copies more in London, Gaillie pretends 
that he is juſt come from Ireland, and that he 
had directions to publiſh the poem here; 2 
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that perhaps the whole may at laſt appear whether 
he will or not. 

I am glad to hear that my friend Mr. Swift i 
well. When are we to ſee him again in Oxford . 
Since you appeal to him for a voucher, although 
you need none with me, let him likewiſe do me 
the juſtice to tell you, that he never heard me 


mention your name but with the greateſt eſteem 


and reſpect; with which I ſhall ever be, Madam, 
your moſt obedient and moſt faithful ſervant, 
W. K. 


J ſent the Dean a pacquet by the gentleman 
under whoſe cover I ſend you this. 


LETTER CLXXV. 


Dr. KINO to Mrs, WHITEWATY. 
MADAM, London, March 6, 173%g. 


I DO not remember any thing publiſhed in my 
time that hath been ſo univerſally well received as 
the Dean's laſt poem. Two editions have been 
already fold off, though two thouſand were printed 
at firſt. In ſhort, all people read it, all agree to 
commend it; and I have been well aſſured, the 
greateſt enemies the Dean hath in this country, 
allow it to be a juſt and a beautiful ſatire. As 
I am very ſincerely and ſenſibly affected by every 
thing that may raiſe the Dean's character as a 
writer (if any thing can raiſe it higher) ſo you 
may believe I have had the greateſt pleaſure in 
obſerving the ſucceſs and general approbation 
which this poem hath met with; wherefore I wag 
not a little mortified yeſterday when the bookſeller 
brought me the Dublin edition, and at the fame time 
put into my hands a letter he had received from 
Faulkner, by which I perceive the Dean is much 
diſſatisfied with our manner of publication, ge 
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that ſo many lines have been omitted, if Faulk- 
ner ſpeaks truth, and knows as much of the 
Dean's mind as he pretends to know. Faulkner 
hath ſent over ſeveral other copics to other book- 
ſellers ; ſo that I take it for granted this poem 
will ſoon be reprinted here from the Dublin edi- 
tion, and then it may be perceived how much the 
Dean's friends have been miſtaken in their judg- 
ment, however good their intentions have been, 
In the mean time I will write to you on this oc- 
caſion without any reſerve ; for I know you love 
the Dean, and kindly and zealouſly intereſt your- 
ſelf in every thing that concerns his character; 
and if you will believe the ſame of me, you will 
do me great juſtice, 

The Doctor's friends, whom I conſulted on this 
occaſion, were of opinion, that the latter part of 
the poem might be thought by the public a little 
vain, if ſo much were ſaid by himſelf of himſelf, 
They were unwilling that any imputation of this 
kind ſhould lie againſt this poem, conſidering 
there is not the leaſt tincture of vanity appearing 
in any of his former writings, and that it is well 
known, there is no man living more free from 
that fault than he 1s. 8 

They were of opinion that theſe lines, 


He laſb' d the vice, but ſpar'd the name, 
No individual could reſent 
Where thouſands equally were meant 


might be liable to ſome objections, and were not, 
ſtrictly ſpeaking, a juſt part of his character; be- 
cauſe ſeveral perſons have been laſhed by name, a 
Bett-fworth, and in this poem Chartres and Whit- 
ſhed; and for my part, I do not think, or ever 
ſhall think, that it is an imputation on a ſatiriſt 
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to laſh an infamous fellow by name. The liney 
which begin, | 


Here's Wolſton's tracts the twelfth edition, &c. 


are plainly a miſtake, and were omitted for that 
reaſon only: for Molſion never had a penſion ; on 
the contrary, he was proſecuted for his blaſphe- 
mous writings ; his book was burnt by the hands 
of the common hangman; he himſelf was im- 
priſoned, and died in priſon. Hoolaſton, the au- 
thor of a book called, 7he Religion of Nature de- 
lincated, was indeed much admired at Court, his 
book univerſally read, his buſto ſet up by the late 
queen in her grotto at Richmond with Clarke's and 
Locke's ; but this YYolafton was not a clergyman, 
The two laſt lines, | 


That kingd:m he hath left his debtor, 
I wiſh it ſoon may have a better 


I omitted, becauſe I did not well underſtand 
them; a better what ?—— There ſeems to be 
what the grammarians call an antecedent wanting 
for that word; for neither &:7gdom or debtor will 
do, ſo as to make it ſenſe, and there is no other 
antecedent. The Dean is, I think, without ex- 
ception, the beſt and moſt correct writer of Eng- 
liſb that hath ever yet appeared as an author; I 
was therefore unwilling any thing ſhould be ca- 
viled at as ungrammatical : he is beſides the moſt 
patient of criticiſm of all I ever knew; which 
"bis. is not the leaſt ſign of a great genius —— 
have therefore ventured to make theſe objections 
to you ; in which however, for the moſt part, I 
ſubmitted my own opinion to the judgment of 
others, I had ſomething to add concerning the 
2 notes, 
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notes, but I have not room in this paper—but 1 


will give you the trouble of reading another let- 
ter. Believe me, Madam, your moſt obedient 
and moſt humble ſervant, W. K. 


LETTER Un. 


WILLIAM RICH ARPDSON, Eſq; to Mrs. 
WHITEWAY. 


'DEAR MADAM, London, June zd, 1539. 


I AM indeed much aſhamed that I have fo 
many favours from you to acknowledge at one 
time. You may believe me when l aflure you that 
my ſilence hath not proceeded from want of re- 
ſpect and eſteem for you. I would not put on 
the affectation of much buſineſs as an excuſe to 
any body, much leſs to you; although the truth 
is, that I am hurried almoſt out of my life with 
the attendance and writing about things I have 
undertaken for ſome friends. 

The Dean's recommendation and yours, with- 
out any other conſideration whatever, would in- 
duce me to do my utmoſt to ſerve Mr. Me Aulay, 
as I have told him by this poſt, when I thought 
I ſhould not trouble you with a few lines. He 
will acquaint you with what I have done, by 
which you will ſee that I loſt no time; and [ 
have hopes to obtain the lord lieutenant's coun- 
tenance for him. 


I will endeavour to introduce Mr, Swift * to 


the acquaintance of ſome perſons before I leaye 
this; whoſe countenance and friendſhip will at 
leaſt give a young gentleman a good air——his 


* William Swift, Eſq; then a ſtudent at the Middle 


Temple. 
own 


I 


FE IJ 


wn merit entitles him to the eſteem and regard 


of ſuch as ſhall have the happineſs to be ac- 


quainted with him: I am much obliged to you 
for introducing me to him. I have only time to 


add my molt hearty thanks for the ſame, and to 


aſſure you that any opportunity of expretſing the | 


eſteem J have for the Dean, which is the higheſt, 
and for you, will ever give me the greateſt plea- 


ſure, I am, Madam, your moſt obliced” and 
moſt truly faithful ſervant, 


WILLIAM RICHARDSON. 
LETTER ©CLXXVIT 


WILLIAM RTICHARDSON, Eſq; to Dr. SwiFT. 


DEAR SIR, London, April 1oth, 1739. 


IT is an age ſince I had the honour of a line 
from you. "Your friend Mr. alderman Barber, 
whoſe veneration tor you prompts him to do an 

thing he can think of that can ſhew his reſpect 
and affection, made a preſent to the univerſity of 
Oxford of the original picture done for you by 
Jarvis, to do honcur to the univerſity by your 
being placed in the gallery among the moſt re- 
nowned and diſtinguiſhed perſonages this iſland 
hath produced ; bur firſt had a copy taken, and 
then had the original ſet in a fine rich frame, and 
ſent it to Oxford, after concerting with lord Bo- 
linsbroke, the vice chancellor, and Mr. Pope, as [ 
remember, the inſcription to be under the picture, 
a copy whereof is incloſcd. The alderman had 
a very handſome compliment from the vice chan— 
cellor, in the name of ail the heads of houſes 
there, and by their direction, wherein there is 
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moſt honourable mention of the Dean of St. Pa- 
trick's on that occaſion. 

Seeing an article in the London Evening-Poſt 
upon your picture, which was drawn at the re- 
queſt and expence of the chapter of your cathe- 
dral, being put up in the deanry ; alderman Bar- 
ber took the hint, and cauſed what you ſee in the 
Landon Evening-Poſt of ths day to be printed 
therein. He knows nothing of my writing to you 
at this time; but I thought it right that you 
ſhould be acquainted how intent he is, all man- 
ner of ways, to ſhew the effects of the higheſt 
friendſhip, kindled to a flame by the warmeſt 
ſenſe of gratitude, and the moſt exalted eſteem 
and veneration, | 

Mrs. Whiteway, and Mr, M* Aulay, can inform 
you how abſolute your commands are with me. 
Since you recommend him, he is ſure of the ut- 
moſt I can do for him. | 

Sir, if I have not a few words from you, I 
ſhall eonclude that you think me troubleſome, 
and are reſolved to get rid of my impertinence. 
It will be two or three months before I can pet 
from hence, although I am impatient to be at 
home : but wherever I am, or- however engaged, 
I am always, dear Sir, your moſt obliged and moſt 
truly faithful ſervant, ; 

WILLIAM RICHARDSON, 


My beſt reſpects wait upon Mrs. Vbiteway. 


N. 
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WIILIIAu RIcHARDSON, Eſq; to Dr Swirr. 
DEAR SIR, London, April 17, 1739. 
WROTE this morning to Mrs. I/h:itcway 
a few lines in much hurry, and I write this to 
ou in Gui/{hall, by alderman Berber's direction. 
Beſide a letter from you to the Society, whoſe ad- 
dreſs is in Nlrs. Il hiteway's letter, he thinks a 
memorial or petition from Mr. Dunkin to the 
Society will be of uſe; and if you write to Mr. 
Pope, the alderman thinks he will get one vote, 
which he can fix no way of obtaining but through 
Pope, I am ever, dear vir, your molt obliged 

and moſt affectionate humble ſervant, 


WILLIAM RICHARDSON. 


1 ſhould think it would be! right in Mr. Dunkin 
to come over the moment he hears of $quires's 
death. [ wrote by this poſt to a nephew, to 
let you know the moment he dies, if the life 


ſhould be in him when my letter goes to 
him, 


LETTER CEXXII. 
Dr. Du N K IN to Mrs. WHITE WAV. 


MAD A M, Apr. 25, 1739. 


A S it was through your countenance I had the 
honour of being firſt introduced to the molt worthy 
Dean of St. Patrick, I muſt have though: myſelf 
under the higheſt obligation to you; but the con- 
tinuance of your friendſhip, through ſo many re- 
peated acts of generoſity, and the courſe of his 
gracious endeavours to raiſe my reputation and 


N 2 fortune, 
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fortune, are ſuch things as I muſt ever remem- 
ber and expreſs with a very deep ſenſe of grati— 
tude. | 

The fatigue of writing ſo many letters lately 
in my favour, was indeed what I could not in 
reaſon expect even from his humanity, were I 
worthy of them; and I can only fay, the Dean 
of St. Pat ict i unwearied in doing good, and 
that He Who could riſe to preſerve a nation, will 
deſcend to relieve an individual. 

The ſenſe of my own demerit, and the juſt awe 
in which I ftand before fo great and good a man, 
vill not allow me eithcr that freedom of ſpeech 
or writing, which is requiſite to let him under- 
ſtand with what love, veneration, and reſpect of 
his perſon, I reflect upon the many inſtances of 
his tender concern and uncommon zeal for my 
welfare. This is a duty I moſt earneſtly wiſh, 
but am altogeiher unable to perform, and ſuch as 
I intreat you, dear Madam, to undertake for me; 
your compliance in which will be yet another, 
a:nong the many and weighty obligations laid 
upon your moſt dutiful, obedient, devoted ſer— 


vant, 
WILLIAM DUNRIN. 


LET FE R-CLXXX. 
Mr. Secretary L—— *# to Dr. Sw1FT. 


$f London, May 16, 17:9 
CA NN a let Mr. Swift return to Ireland 


without my acknowledgements to you for the fa- 
your you have done Mr. Lamb. I know that 1 
ought to aſcribe it wholly to Mr, Pope's recom- 


* Now lord L 


mendation, 


on; 
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mendation, as I have not the happineſs to be 


known to you myſelt ; but give me leave to take 


this occaſion of aſſuring you how much 1 with 
to be in the number of your friends. I think I 
can be fo even at this diſtance, and though we 
ſhould never come to a nearer acquaintance ; for 
the reputation of ſome men is amiable, and one 
can love their characters, without knowing their 
perſons. | 

If it could ever be in my power to do you any 
ſervice in this country, the employing me in it 
would be a new fayour to, Sir, your obliged 


humble ſcrvant, 
G. L 


LE T-T-E R UAA. 


Dr, ScoTT to Dr. SwiFrT. 


REV, STR; London, Sept. 7, 1739. 
A LTHOUGH I do not imagine that you 


have any remembrance of a perſon to Jittle known 
to you as J am, yet I have taken the liberty to 
draw a kind of bill of friendſhip upon you, which 
I am inclined to believe you will anſwer, becauſe 
it is in favour of that kingdom, to which you 
have always ſtood a ſincere and firm friend, We 
have had here, for ſome years paſt, a number of 
anatomicai hgures, prepared in wax, which per— 


fectly exhibit ail the parts of an human body, 


They are the woik of a French ſurgeon, who 
ſpent above forty years in preparing chem, and 
who, to bring them to perfection, was at the 
trouble and expence of diſſecting ſome hundreds 
of bodies. Ihe preſent proprietor of them 15 my 
friend, and it was by my perſuaſion that he was 
prevailed on to {end them into {reland for the in- 
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ſtruction of the curious. I preſume you have 
ſeen them in London, and therefore I am inclined 
to think you will be of opinion, that a perſon 
may gain more perfect knowledge in anatomy, by 
viewing theſe preparaticns only a few times, than 
he would by attending many diſſections. Your 
encouraging ſuch of your acquaintance as are cu- 
rious to ſee theſe figures, would greatly excite 
the curioſity of others. This is the favour I have 
taken the liberty to deſire of you, and which TI 
believe you will be the more readily inclined to 
grant, when I have aſſured you, that the perſon 
who has the care of the figures, has it in his in- 
ſtructions to return the money that may be got 
by expoſing them to view, in /ri/þ linen; ſo that 
the kingdom will be no way impoveriſhed by the 
ſmall expence which gentlemen may be at in pro- 
curing uſeful inſtruction, or gratifying their curi- 
oſity. If the requeſt I have made be ſuch as you 
can't favour, my next is, that you will grant me 
your pardon for having made it. 

I intend, God willing, to go into Treland next 
ſpring, after the publication of a work which I 
have been engaged in for ſome years paſt, for the 
ſilencing. of all infidels, heretics, ſchiſmatics of 
all kinds, and enthuſiaſts, I thought it neceſſary, 
becauſe in the way that the controverſy has been 
hitherto managed againſt ſuch people, the truth 
has been rather puzzled and perplexed than cleared, 
chriſtianity has been betrayed, and all true reli- 
gion loſt in the world. I have advanced no one 
new opinion of my own; what I have ſet forth 
15 what was clearly ſet forth in the ſcriptures from 
the beginning. I mean in the original ſcriptures 
of the Old Teſtament, ſo interpreted as to make 
them every where conſiſtent with themſelves ; and 

; VV ; 1 . | to 
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to ſhew that the interpretations I have given are 
not only the true interpretations, but t:at the 
ſcriptures ſo interpreted are the revealed word of 
God. I have demonſtrated the truth of them by 
natural evidence, or by the works of God, and 
that the works bear evidence to nothing but the 
truth; that theſe revealed truths ſo demonſtrated 
are unqueſtionable and undeniable ; and that they 
are the only powerful motives by which men are 
not only moved but enlightened and enabled to 
mortity ail their luſts, which blind and deceive 
them here, and will be their everlaſting tormen- 
tors hereafter, but to work the works of charity, 
and of that perfect righteouſneſs which is of 
faith: ſo that the whole of all true religion, which 
has been one and the ſame in all ages, will a 
pear to conſiſt in the mortifications of our bodily 
and ſpiritual luſts, which withhold men from the 
works of righteouſneſs; and in the belief of thoſe 
demonſtrative truths, by which alone we are en- 
lightened, enabled, and moved to ſubdue them 
and in obſerving thoſe natural memorials, which 
God hath ſet before us, and in partaking of thoſe 
reverential ordinances which he hath inſtituted to 
put us in mind of what we ought to do, in order 
to eternal life and the motives for ſo doing. I aſk 
pardon for this digreſhon ; and if you have any 
commands that I am capable of executing here, 
if you will let me have the honour of receiving 
them, I ſhall take great pleaſure in obeying you; 
for I am, with the greateſt reſpec and truth, Sir, 
your moſt obedient and moſt humble ſervant, 


JOHN SCOTT. 
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LET TER-CLEXXI.. 


Reverend Mr. TBROP to Dr. SWIF r. 


REV, Dec, 10th, 1739. 
Tas many PR of kindneis you have 
made, and friendſhip you have ſhewn, to my 
mother and her family, particularly in declaring 

our abhorrence and deteſtation of the cruel and 
inhuman behaviour of that monſter to my 
unfortunate and innocent brother, induced my 
moti:er to trouble you with a tew of the narratives 
of that caſe, to diiperſe among ſuch members of 
the houſe of commons as were of your acquain- 
tance. The reaſon of our troubliny you 10 do 
this, is becauſe we intend preſenting a petition 
to the membeis of the houſe of commons this 
ſeſſion, to oblige — to wave his privilege, every 
other attempt we have tried ſince my brother's 
death proving fruitleſs, 

Your appearing, Sir, in this affair, will not 
only make the more ready to do juſtice, 
but prevent others from ſupporting him in his vil- 
lainies, which will be of infinite ſervice to my 
mother and her family. 

The hearer carries you a dozen of caſes ; and 
if you ſhould have occaſion for any more, they 
ſhall be \ nt you by, Reverend Sir, your molt 
obliged and molt obedient humble ſervant, 


ROBERT THROP, 


I have written the names of the ſeveral perſons 
mentioned in the narrative at length upon 
the back of the title page. 
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L-E-T-T EN CLYXYIM. 


Dr. SWiFT to Mrs. WwHiTEWAY, 
MADAM, Dec. 31, 1739. 


1 T is impoſſible to have health in ſuch deſperate 
weather; but you are worſe uſed than others. 
Every creature of either ſex are uncafy : for our 
kingdom is turned to be a Ane, or worte. 
Even I cannot do a ny gond by Walking; I: not 
warmth good againit rheumatic pains : hape 
Dean Swift * will be able to aſſiſt you both. I 
wiſh for a happy turn in the weatzer, I am 
doubly defolate, and wifi 1 could fie-p until the 
ſun would confort us. Would neither your ſon 
or daughter lave you the pains of writing on vour 
back ? You are much more friendly to me than 


a thouſand of them, Adicu, I am ever yours. 


J. SWIFT. 


LETTER EELXXXIV. 
Dr. SWIFT to Mrs. WHITEWAY. 


DEAR MAD AM, 
Tam truly and heartily glad that you are a 


little mended, and can lie on your belly, or ſide, 
not altogether on your back, You are much in 
the right not to ſtir, and ſo was Crocker not to 
ſuffer \ you. I am not yet worle for the cold wea- 
ther, but am angry at it. I am heartily ſorry for 


yourſeif and daughter; but Mr. Swift dares not 


be ſick, for his chief buſineſs is to look after you 
and your daughter, I walk only in my bed- 
chamber and cloſet, which hath alſo a fire. I am 
ever yours. J. SWIFT, 


New-year's day, 1739-40. 


I wiſh you may have many and all healthy ones. 


Then married to Mrs. Harriſon. 
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LETTER CLXXXV. 


Dr. SwirT to Mrs. WHITEWAX. 


DEAR MADAM, Jan. 28, 1739-40. 
1 HAVE been many days heartily concerned 


for your ill health; it is now twenty-five days 
fince we have found nothing but froſt and miſery, 
and they may continue for as many more. This 
day is yet the coldeſt of them all. Dr. Wilſon and 
J are both very uneaſy to find no better meſſage 
from you, I received, as I was going to dinner, 
the incloſed letter from your beloved of 


L 


which I ſhall make you happy with. It will ſnew 


you the goodneſs, the wiſdom, the gratitude, the 
truth, the civility of that excellent divine, adorned 
with an orthography (ſpelling) fit for himſelf. Pray 
read it a hundred times, but return it after you 
have read it an hundred times, My love and ſer- 
vice to your ſon and daughter; let them both read 
the incloſed. 

I would not loſe your lover's letter for 100/. 
It muſt be ſent back by the bearer. Let me know 
the exact number of lyes that are in it; but fear 
that will take up your time too much. I am ever 


yours, 
J. SWIFT. 
LETTER CLXXXVI. 
Dr. SWIFT to Mrs, WHITEWAY. 


Feb. 3, 1739-40. 

TRE bad account I had of your health for 
many days, or rather weeks, hath made me con- 
tinually uneaſy to the laſt degree; and ay, Ga0y's 
ponent Koa? Haw who 


l 
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who was with me ſo long yeſterday, could not in 
conſcience give me any comfort: but your kind 
letter hath raiſed my ſpirits in ſome meaſure. I 
hope we have almoſt done with this curſed weather, 
yet itil] my garden is all in white. I read your 
letter to Dr. 7/ilſen, who is ſomewhat better, and 
he reſolves to apply your medicine, I mean your 
improvements of what you preſcribe to add to his 
ſurgeon's method, I am ever, dear Madam, 
entirely yours, | 


J. SWIFT. 


LETTER CLXXXVII. 
R—-T N—-, Eſq; * to Mrs. WHIT EWA. 


MADAM, Bath, April 2, 1740. 


1 HAD not until very lately an opportunity of 
letting Mr. Pope know his obligations to you; of 
which he is very ſenſible, and has deſired me to 
beg that you will remit to me, by a ſafe hand, 
whatever letters of his are now in your poſſeſſion. 


I ſhall be in town next week; ſo that you may 


be pleaſed to direct to me, by the firſt convenient 
opportunity, at my houſe in Deover-/treet, London. 


I am, Madam, with great eſteem, your moſt 


humble and obedient ſervant, R. N. 


My compliments to Mr. and Mrs. Swift. I 
| ſhall ſay nothing of the picture , becauſe 
Jam ſure you remember it. I muſt beg that 
you will let Mr. Bindon | know 1 would oy 

| tne 


Now Lord C . + Of Dr. Swift. 
The greateſt painter of his time in theſe king- 
doms. On account of his age, and {ome little failure 
Wo 1 5 


op | | 


the picture no more than a head upon a three-- 
quarter cloth, to match one which I now 


have of Mr. Pope. 


LET FEN MI. 
Dr. SWIFT to Mrs. WHITEWAY. 


DEAR MADAM, April 29, 1746. 
F FIND that you and J are fellow- ſufferers al- 


moſt cqually in our healths, although 1 am more 
than twenty years older. But I am and have 
been theſe two days in fo miſerable a way, and ſo 
cruclly tortured, that can hardly be conceived, 
The whole laſt nizht I was equally ſtruck as if 1 
had been in Phalaris Ss brazen bull, and roared as 
loud for eight or nine hours, I am at this in- 
ſtant unable to move without exceſſive pain, al- 
though not the thouſandth part of what 1 ſuffercd 
all laſt night and this morning, This you will 
Now ſtyle the gout. I continue ftill very deaf, 
Doctor IVilfn's left eye is ſtill diſordered, and 
very uneaſy, You have now. your family at home: 
J dcfire to preſent them with my kind and hearty 
ſervice. 

I am ever intirely yours, &c. 


J. SWIFT. 


In his fight, he threw afide his pencil about ſixteen or 
eighteen years ago; and «fterwards lived to a good 
old age, greatly beloved and reſpected by all who had 
the happineſs either of his friendſhip or acquaintance, 
He died within thele three years. 


; * 


— 
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LET TER CEXESIS. 


Mrs. WriTEwAY to ALEXANDER Pops, Eſq; 


S I Rp May 16, 1740. 


8 HOULD I make an apology for writing to 
you, might be aſked why 1 did fo? If I have 
erred, my deſign at leaſt is good, both to you and 
the Dean of St, Patrick; for I write in relation 
to my friend, and I write to his friend, which I 
hope will plcad my excuſe. As I ſaw a letter of 
yours to him, wherein I had the honour to be 
named, I rake the liberty to tell you {with grief 
of heart) his memory is ſo much impaired, that in 
a few hours he forgot it; nor is his judgment 
ſound enough, had he many tracts by him, to 
finiſh or ce orre& them, as you have delired, His 
health is as good as can be expected, free from 
all the tortures of old age; and his deafneſs, 
lately returned, is all the bodily uneaſineſs he 
hath to complain of. A few years ago he burnt 
molt of his writings unprinted, except a few looſe 
papers, which are in my poſletlion, and which I 
promiſe you (if I out-live him) thall never be 
made publick without your approbation. There 
is one treatiſe in his own keeping, called Advice 
to Servants, very unfiniſhed and incorrect, yet 
what is done of it, hath ſo much humour, that 
it may appear as a poſthumous work. The Hiſ- 
tory of the four laſt years of queen Ann's reign 
I ſuppoſe you have ſeen with Dr. King, to whom 
he ſent it ſome time ago, and, if 1 am rightly 
informed, is the only piece of his (except G- 
der ) which he ever propoſed making money by, 
and was given to Dr. King with that deſign, if it 
might be printed: I mention this to you, leſt 

the 
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the Doctor ſhould die, and his heirs imagine 
they have a right to diſpoſe of it. 1 intreat, Sir, 
you will not take notice to any perſon of the 
hints I have given you in this letter; they are 
only deſigned for yourſelf : to the Dean's friends 
in England they can only give trouble, and to his 
enemies and ſtarvling wits cauſe of triumph, | 
incloſe this to alderman Barber, who I am furc 
will deliver it ſafe, yet knows nothing more than 
its being a paper that belongs to you. 

The ceremony of anſwering women's letters, 
may perhaps make you think it neceſſary to an- 
ſwer mine; but I do not expect it, becauſe your 
time either is or ought to be better employed, un- 
leſs it be in my power to ſerve you in buying 1 
linen, or any other command you are pleated to 
lay on me, which I ſhall execute, to the beft of 
my capacity, with the greateſt readineſs, inte- 
grity, and fecrecy ; for whether it be my years, 
or a leſs degree of vanity in my compoſition than 
in ſome of my ſex, I can receive ſuch an honour 
from you without mentioning it. I ſhould, ſome 
time paſt, have writ to you on this ſubject, had I 
not fancied that it glanced at the ambition of be- 
ing thought a perſon of conſequence, by interfer- 
ing between you and the Dean ; a character of al! 
others which I diſlike. | 

I have ſeveral of your letters to the Dean, 
which I will fend by the firſt ſafe hand that I can 
get to deliver them to yourſelf ; I believe it may 
be Mr. A Aulay, the gentleman the Dean recom- 
mended through your friendſhip to the prince of 
Wales. 

I believe this may be the only letter which you 
ever received without aſking a favour, a com- 
pliment, extolling your genius, running in rap- 
tures on your poetry, or admiring your diſtin— 

guiſhable 
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guiſhable virtue. I 2m, Sir, with very high re- 
ſpe, your moſt obedient and moſt humble ſer- 


MARTHA WHITEWAY, 


Mr. Swift, who waited on you laſt Summer, is 
fince that married to my daughter: he de- 
fires me to preſent you his moſt obedient re- 
ſpects and humble thanks for the particular 
honour conferred upon him in permitting 
him to ſpend a day with you at 7 wickenham ; 
a favour he will always remember with gra- 


titude, 


F 
Mr. Pop E to Mrs, WHITEWAY. 


MADAM, Twickenham, June 18, 1749. 


I A M extremely ſenſible of the favour of your 
letter, and very well fee the kindneſs as well as 
honour which moved you to it. I have no merit 
for the one, but being (like yourſelf) a fincere 
friend to the Dean, though much a lets uſeful 
one; for all my friendſhip can only operate in 
wiſhes, yours in good works, He has had the 
happineſs to meet with ſuch in all the ſtages of his 
life; and I hope in God and in you, that he will 
not want one in the laſt, Never imagine, Ma- 
dam, that I can do otherwiſe than eſteem that 
fex, which has furniſhed him with the beſt friends. 
The favour you offer me, I accept with the 
utmoſt thankfulneſs; and I think no perſon more 
fit to convey it to my hands than Mr. 17 Aulay, 
of whom I know you have ſo good an opinion. 
Indeed any one whom you think worthy your 
5 truſt 
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truſt, I ſhall think deſerves mine, in a point I am 
ever ſo tender of. 

I wiſh the very ſmall opportunity I had of ſhew- 
ing Mr. Swift, your ſon, my regards for him, had 
een greater; and I wiſh it now more, ſince he 

is become ſo near to you, for whom my reſpect 
runs hand ia hand with my affection for the Dean; 
and I cannot wiſh well for the one without doing 
ſo for the other. 

| turn my mind all I can from the melanchol 
ſubject of your letter. May God Almighty al- 
leviate your concern, and his complaints, as much 
as poſiible in this ſtate of infirmities, while he 
lives; and may your tenderneſe, "Madam, prevent 
any thing after his death which may any way de- 
preciate his memory. I dare ſay nothing of ill 
con ſequence can happen from the commiſſion given 
Dr. King. 

You ſee, Madam, I write to you with abſolute 
freedom, as becomes me to the friend of my friend, 
and to a woman of ſenſe and ſpirit. I will ſay 
no more, that you may find I treat you wit h the 
ſame delicacy that you do me (and for which. I 
thank you) without the leaſt compliment: and it 


is none when I add, that I am, with eſteem, 


Madam, your moit obliged and moſt obedient 
ſervant, 3 A. POP E. 


LER. 


Dr. Swirr to Mrs, WHITEWA x. 


1 HAVE been very miſerable all night, and 
to-day extremely deat and full of pain, I am 


ſo ſtupid and confounded, that I cannot expreſs 
the mortification I am 9 both in body and 
mind. All I can ſay is, That i am not in tor- 

T ture; 
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ture; but I daily and hourly expect it. y let 
me kac ow how your health is and your a 
I hardly underſtand one word I write. -I am fare 
my 703956 vill be very few; few and miſerable they 
mult be 

1 am; for thoſe few days, yours intirely, 


J. SWIFT. 


If 1 do not blunder, it is Saturday, 
July 26, 1740. 


If I live till Ponday, I ſhall hope to ſee you, 
perhaps for the laſt time. 


LETTER Cel. 
Dr. SWIFT to Mrs. W HITEWAY. 


- DEAR MADAM, January 12, 1740-41. 
V OUR ſon “*, who was with me yeſterday, 


and ſtaid the whole aiternoon till near ten o'clock, 
gave me a very melancholy account of your ill 
health, extremely to my grief. | ſend a fervant 
with this letter, and you will pleaſe to employ Mr. 
Swift to anſwer it, becauſe 1 am in very great 
pain about you; for the weather is ſo extremely 
ſharp, that it muſt needs add to your diſorders. 
Pray let your fon or daughter write a tew lines to 
give me fome fort of comfort. My cold 1s now 
attended with a cough this bitter cold weather ; 
but I am impatient until your ſon or daughter 
gives me fome hopes. I am ever your alluced 


triend and moit humble ſervant, 
J. SWIFT. 
* Mr. Swift, 


VoL. VI. O 


0.194 
EMT ER CRONE. 
Earl of OrxRERY to Dr. SwirrT. 


Duke-Street, Weſtminſter, July 7, 1747. 
THAN K S to you, dear Sir, for your fre- 


quent remembrance of me by my great friend and 
patron Maſter George Faulkner : thanks to you for 
the honours you have ſhewed my wife : but above 
all, thanks to you for uſing exerciſe and taking care 
of your health. It is the ſtrongeſt inſtance of 
affection your friends either deſire or deſerve, In 
mentioning your friends, I muſt particularize Mr. 
Pope : he obeys your commands, and flings away 
much time upon me : Nec deficit alter aureus ; 
Doctor Ring does the ſame. Thus deities conde- 
ſcend to vilit and converſe with mortals. 

Poor lord Oxford is gone to thoſe regions from 
whence travellers never return, unleſs in an airy 
viſit to faithleſs lovers, as Margaret to Milliam; or 
to cities devoted to deſtruction, as Hector amidit 
the flames to Trey. The deceaſed earl has left be- 
hind him many books, many manuſcripts, and no 
money : his lady brought him five hundred thou- 
ſand pounds, four of which have been ſacrificed 
to indolence, good-nature, and want cf worldly 
wiſdom : and there will {till remain, after proper 


ſales and right management, five thouſand pounds 


a year for his widow. 

Mr. Ceſar died about two months ago. Mrs, 
Cœſar is ſtill all tears and lamentations, although 
ſhe certainly may be numbered inter felices, ſua ſi 
bona norint. | 

Lord Batiz:/t is at Cirenceſter, erecting pillars 
and ſtatues to queen Arne, Lord Bolinsbroke lives 
in France: poſterity, it is to be hoped, may * 

the 
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the better for his retirement. The duke of 4gy/e 
reigns or ought to reign in Scotland. Such is 
the {tate of Europe; but our diſ-ppointment in 
America has caſt a gloomy face over Londin and 
Heſiminſter. The citizens have recourſe to mum 
and tobacco, by which means they puff away 
care, and keep diſmay at a proper diſtance; in 
the mean time, my friends the ducks and geeſe in 
the Park cackle on, and join in chorus to the 
ſounds of victory that are daily drummed forth on 
the parade, but reach no farther than the atmo=- 
ſphere of VMhitebhall.—— What news next? The 
weather but you certainly know it is hot; for in 
truth, notwithſtanding this letter comes from my 
heart, and is written in the pleaſure of thinking 
of you, yet I ſweat to aſſure you how much | 


am, dear Sir, your ever obliged and obedient 
humble ſervant, 


ORRERY, 
LEFT ER. CXCIV; 


Earl of ORRERY to DEAN E SWI r, Eiq; 


SIR, h * _ Marſton, Dec. 4, 174 
1 AM much obliged to you for the full, though 


melancholy, account you have feat me of m 

ever honoured friend. It is the more melancholy 
to me, as I have heard him often lament the par- 
ticular misfortune incident to human nature, of 
an utter deprivation of ſenſes many years before a 
deprivation of life, I have heard him deſcribe 
perſons in that condition, with a livelineſs and a 
horror, that on this late occaſion have recalled to 
me his very words, Ourlitany, methinks, thouid 
have an addition of a particular prayer againſt 
this moſt dreadful misfortune, I am ſure mine 
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ſhall. The bite of a mad dog (a moſt tremendous 
evil) ends ſoon in death; but the effects of his 
loſs of memory may laſt even to the longeſt age 
of man; therefore I own my friendſhip for him 
has now changed my thoughts and wiſhes into the 
very reverſe of what they were. I rejoice to hear 
he grows lean. I am ſorry to hear his appetite 
is good. I was glad when there ſeemed an ap- 
proaching mortification in his eye-lid. In one 
word, the man I wiſhed to live the longeſt, I 
wiſh the ſooneſt dead. It is the only bleſſing that 
can now befal him. His reaſon will never re- 
turn; or if it ſhould, it will only be to ſhew him 
the miſery of having loſt it.. I am impatient for 
his going where imperfection ceaſes, and where 
perfection begins; where Wilſons eannot break in 
and fteal, and where envy, hatred, and malice 
have no influence or power, Whilſt he continues 
to breathe, he is an example, ſtronger and more 
piercing than he or any other divine could preach, 
againſt pride, conceit, and vain glory, Good 
God! Doctor Swift beaten and marked with 
ſtripes by a beaſt in human ſhape, one Wilſon. But 
he“ is not only an example againſt preſumption 
and haughtinels, but in reality an incitement to 
marriage, Men in years ought always to ſecure 
a friend to take care of declining lite, and watch 
narrowly as they fall the laſt minute particles of 
the hour glaſ. A batchelor will ſeldom find, 
among all his kindred, ſo true a nurſe, fo faithful 
a friend, ſo diſintereſted a companion, as one tied 
to him by the double chain of duty and affection. 
A wife could not be baniſhed from his chamber, 
or his unhappy hours of retirement: nor had the 
Dean felt a blow, or wanted a companion, had 
he been married, or in other words, had _ 
ived. 
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lived. All that a friend could do, has been done 
by Mrs. J/hiteway ; all that a companion could 
perſuade, has been attempted by Mrs. R:dgeway : 
the reſt but I ſhall run on for ever; and I ſet 
out at firſt only with an intention of thanking 
you for your Jetter, and aſſuring you that I am, 
Sir, your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


H. S. I beg to hear from you from time te 


time, if any new occurrence happens in the 
Dean's unhappy ſtate, 
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THE 
"ANSWER 
| 07 THE 
Right Honourable W—--M P—--Y, Eſq; 
TO THE 


Right Honourable Sir R——T W. | 5 ſe 


SIR, October 15, 1730. 


A PAMPHLE T was lately ſent me, en- 
titled, A Letter rem the Right Homourable Sir R. 
W. to the Right Honourable W. P. Eſq, occaſioned 
by the late Invectives on the King, her Majęſiy, and 
ali the Royal Family, By theſe initial letters of 
our names, the world is to underſtand that you 
and I muſt be meant, Although the letter ſeems 
to require an anſwer, yet becauſe it appears to 
be written rather in the ſtyle and manner uſed by 
ſome of your penſioners, than your own, I ſhall 
allow you the liberty to think the ſame of this 
anſwer, and leave the publick to determine which 
ef the two actors can better perſonate their prin- 
cipals. That frigid and fuſtian way of harangu- 
ing wherewith your repreſenter begins, continues, 
and ends his declamation, I ſhall leave to the cri- 
ticks in el-quence and propriety to deſcant on; 
becauſe it adds nothing to the weight of your ac- 
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cuſations, 


{ 199 ) 


euſations, nor will my defence be one grain the 
better by expoling its puerilities, 

I ſhall therefore only remark upon this parti- 
cular, that the frauds and corruptions in moſt 
other arts and ſciences, as law, phyſick (I ſhall 
proceed no further) are ufually much more plauſi- 
bly defended than in that of politicks; whether it 
be, that by a kind of fatality the vindication of a 
corrupt miniſter is always left to the management 
of the meaneſt and moſt proſtitute writers; or 
whether it be, that the effects of a wicked or un- 
kilful adminiſtration, are more publick, viſible, 
pernicious and univerſal. Whereas the miſtakes 
in other ſciences are often matters that affect only 
ſpeculation; or at worſt, the bad conſequences 
fall upon few and private perſons. A nation is 
quickly ſenſible of the miſeries it feels, and little 
comforted by knowing what account it turns to 
by the wealth, the power, the honours conferred 
on thoſe who fit at the helm, or the ſalaries paid 
to their pen- men; while the body of the people 
is ſunk into poverty and deſpair. A Frenchman in 
his wooden ſhoes may, from the vanity of his 
nation, and the conſtitution of that government, 
conceive ſome imaginary pleaſure in boaſting the 
erandeur of his monarch, in the midft of his own 
flavery : but a freeborn Engliſhmen, with all his 
loyalty, can find little ſatisfaction at a miniſter 
overgrown in wealth and power from the loweſt 
degree of want and contempt ; when that power 
or wealth are drawn from the bowels and blood 
of the nation, for which every fellow ſubject is a 
fufferer, except the great man himſelf, his fa- 
mily, and his penſioners. I mean ſuch a miniſter 
(if there hath ever been ſuch a one) whoſe whole 
management hath been a continued link of igno- 


ance, blunders, and miſtakes in every article 
| Q 4 beſides 
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beſides that of enriching and aggrandizing him= 
ſelf. 

For theſe reaſons the faults of men, who are 
moſt truſted in publick buſineſs, are, of all others, 
the molt difficult to be defended, A man may be 
perſuaded into a wrong, opinion, wherein he hath 
ſmall concern : but no oratory can have the power 
over a ſober man againſt the conviction of his 
own ſenſes : and therefore, as I take it, the mone 
thrown away on ſuch advocates might be more 
prudently ſpared, and kept in ſuch a miniſter's 
own pocket, than laviſned in hiring a corporation 
of pamphleteers to defend his conduct, and prove 
a kingdom to be flouriſhing in trade and weaith, 
which every particular ſubject (except thoſe few 
already excepted) can lawfully ſwear, and, by 
dear experience knows, to be a falſhood. 

Give me leave, noble Sir, in the way of argu- 
ment, to ſuppoſe this to be your caſe 3 could you 
in good conſcience, or moral juſtice, chide your 
paper advocates for their ill ſucceſs in perſuading 
the world againſt manifeſt demonſtration ? Their 
miſcarriage is owing, alas! to want of matter, 
Should we allow them to be maſters of wit, rail- 
lery, or learning, yet the ſubject would not ad- 
mit them to exerciſe their talents; and, conſe- 
quently, they can have no recourſe but to impu- 
dence, lying, and ſcurrility. | 
TI muſt confeſs, that the author of your letter 
to me hath carried this laſt qualification to a 
greater height than any of his fellows : but he 
hath, in my opinion, failed a little in point of po- 
liteneſs from the original which he affects to imi- 
tate. If J ſhould ſay to a prime miniſter, Sir, 
you have ſufficiently provided that Dunkirk ſhould 
be abſolutely demoliſhed and never repaired ; you 
took the beſt advantages of a long and general 


of 
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peace to diſcharge the immenſe debts of the na- 
tion; you did wonders with the fleet; you made 
the Spanzards ſubmit to our quiet poſſeſſion of Gib- 
raltar and Porimahon; you never enriched yourſelf 
and family at the expence of the publick, 
Such is the ſtyle of your ſuppoſed letter, which 
however, if I am well informed, by no means 
comes up to the refinements of a fiſhwife in Bil- 
lingſgate. You never had a baſtard by Tom the wa- 
terman ; you never ſtole a'filver tankard ; you were 
never whipped at the cart's tail. 

In the title of your letter, it is ſaid to be occa- 
ſioned by the late invectives en the Ning, her Majeſty, 
and ail the Royal Family : and the whole contents 
of the paper (ſtripped from your eloquence) goes 
on upon a ſuppoſition affectedly ſerious, that their 
majeſties, and the whole royal family, have been 
lately bitterly and publickly inveighed againſt in 
the moſt enormous and treaſonable manner. Nov, 
being a man, as you well know, altogether out of 
buſineſs, I do ſometimes loſe an hour in reading a 
tew of thoſe controverſial papers upon politicks, 
which have ſucceeded for ſome years palt to the 
polemical tracts between //hig and Tory : and in 
this kind of reading (if it may deſerve to be ſo 
called) although I have been often but little edi- 
fied, or entertained, yet hath it given me occa- 
ſion to make ſome obſervations. Firſt, I have 
obſerved, that however men may ſincerely agree 
in all the branches of the low-church principle, 
in a tenderneſs for diflenters of every kind, in a 
perfect abhorrence of popery and the pretender, 
and in the moſt firm adherence to the proteſtant 
ſucceſſion in the royal houſe of Hanover; yet 
plenty of matter may ariſe to kindle their animo- 
ſities againſt each other from the various infirmi- 
ties, follies, and vices inherent in mankind, ? 
N | Secondly, 


1 


Secondly, I obſerved, that although the vulgar 
reproach which charges the quarrels between mi— 
niſters, and their oppoſers, to be only a conten- 
tion for power between thoſe who are in, and 
thoſe who would be in if they could; yet as long 
as this proceeds no further than a ſcuffle of am- 
bition among a few perſons, it is only a matter 
of courſe, whereby the publick is little affected. 
But when corruptions are plain, open, and undiſ- 
guiſed, both in their cauſes and effects, to the 
hazards of a nation's ruin, and ſo declared by all 
the principal perſons and the bulk of the people, 
thoſe only excepted who are gainers by thoſe cor- 
ruptions : and whe: fuch minifters are forced to 
fly for ſhelter to the throne, with a complaint of 
diſaffection to majeſty againſt all who durſt diſlike 
their adminiſtration, Such a general diſpoſition 
in the minds of men, cannot, I think, by any 
rules of reaſon, be called the clamour of a few diſ- 
offefted incendliaries, gaſping after power. It is the 
true voice of the people; which muſt and will at 
laſt be heard, or produce conſequences that I dare 
not mention. 

I have obſerved thirdly, that among all the of- 
fenſive printed papers which have come to my 
hand, whether good or bad, the writers have 


taken particular pains to celebrate the virtues of 


our excellent king and queen, even where theſe 
were, ſtrictly ſpeaking, no part of the ſubject : 
nor can it be properly objected that ſuch a pro- 
cceding was only a blind to cover their malice to- 
wards you and your aſſiſtants; becauſe to affront 
the king, queen, or the royal family, as it would 
be directly oppofite to the principles that thoſe 
kind of writers have always profeſſed, ſo it would 
deſtroy the very end they have in purſuit. And 
it is ſomewhat remarkable, that thoſe very writers 
agaiuſt 
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againſt you, and the regiment you command, are 


ſuch as moſt diſtinguiſh themſelves upon all, or 
vpon no occaſions, by their panegyricks on their 
prince ; and, as all of them do this without fa- 
vour or hire, ſo ſome of them continue the ſame 
practice under the ſevereſt proſecution by you and 
your janiſſaries. 
You ſeem to know, or at leaſt very ſtrongly to 
conjecture, who thoſe perſons are that give you 
ſo much weekly diſquiet. Will you dare to aſſert 
that any of theſe are Jacabites, endeavour to alie- 
nate the hearts of the people, to defame the 
prince, and then dethrone him (for theſe are your 
expreſſions) and that I am their patron, their bul- 
wark, their hope, and their refuge? Can you 
think I will deſcend to vindicate myſelf againſt an 
aſperſion ſo abſurd? God be thanked, we have 
had many a change of miniſtry without changing 
our prince: for if it had been otherwife, perhaps 
revolutions might have been more frequent, Hea- 
ven forbid that the welfare of a great kingdom, 
and of a brave people, ſhould be truſted with the 
thread of a ſingle ſubject's life; for I ſuppoſe it is 
not yet in your view to entail the miniſtryſhip in 
your family. Thus I hope we may live to ſee 
different miniſters and different meaſures, without 
any danger to the ſucceſſion in the royal prote- 
ſtant line of Hanover. 
Voou are pleaſed to advance a topick, which I 
could never heartily approve of in any party, al- 
though they have each in their turn advanced it 
while they had the ſuperiority, You tell us, It 
is hard that while every private man ſhall have 
the liberty to chuſe what ſervants he pleaſeth, the 
fame privilege ſhould be refuſed to a king. This 
aſſertion, crudely underſtood, can hardly be ſup- 
ported, If by ſervants be only meant thoſe who 
| are 
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Are purely menial, who provide for their maſter's food 


and cloathing, or for the convenience and ſplendor 
of his family, the point is not worth debating. 

But the bad or good choice of a chancellor, a ſe- 
cretary, an ambaſſador, a treaſurer, and many other 
officers, is of very high conſequence to the whole 
kingdom: fo is likewiſe that amphibious race of 
courtiers between ſervants and miniſters ; ſuch as 
the ſteward, chamberlain, treaſurer of the houſ- 
hold and the lice, being all of the privy council, 
and ſome of the cabinet, who according to their 
talcnts, their principles, and their degree of fa- 
vour, may be great inſtruments of good or evil, 

both to the ſubject and the prince; ſo that the 
parallel is by no means adequate between a prince's 
court and a private family. And yet if an inſo- 
lent footman be troubleſome in the neighbourhood ; 

if he breaks the people's windows, inſults their 
ſervants, breaks into other folks houſes to pilfer 
what he can find, although he belong to a duke, 
and be a favourite in his ſtation, yet thoſe who 
are injured may, Without juſt offence, complain 
to his lord, and for want of redreſs get a warrant 
to fend bim to the ſtocks, to Br:1dewell, or to 
Newgate, according to the nature and degree of 
bis delinquencies, Thus the ſervants of the prince, 
whether menial or otherwiſe, if they be of his 


council, are ſubje& to the enquiries and proſecu- 


tions of the great council of the nation, even as 
far as to capital puniſhment ; and ſo muſt ever be in 
our conſtitution, till a miniſter can procure a ma- 
Jority even of that council to ſhelter him; which I 
am ſure you will allow to be a deſperate criſis under 
any party of the moſt plauſible denomination. 
The only inſtance you produce, or rather in- 
ſinuate, to prove the late inveQtives againſt the 
king, queen, and royal family, is drawn * 
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that deduction of the Engliſb hiſtory, pulliſhed in 


fevera] papers by the Craftſman ; wherein are ſhewn 
the bad conſequences to the publick, as well 
as to the prince, from the practices of evil mi- 
nifters in moſt reigns, and at ſeveral periods, 
when the throne was filled by wiſe monarchs as 
well as by weak. This deduction, theretore, can- 
not reaſonably give the leaſt offence to a Pritifh 
king, when he ſhall obſerve that the greateſt and 
ableſt of his predeceſſors, by their own candor, 


by a particular juncture of affairs, or by the ge- 


neral infirmity of human nature, have iometimes 
put too much truſt in conhdent, infinuating, and 
avaricious miniſters, 

Wiſdom, attended by virtue and a generous 
nature, is not unapt to be impoſed on. Thus 
Ailton decribes Uriel, the ſharpeſi-ſiohted ſpirit in 
heaven, and regent of the fun, deceived by the diſ- 
fimulation and flattery of the devil, for which th: 
poet gives a philoſophical reaſon, but needle's 
here to quote. Is any thing more common, or 
more uſeful, than to caution wiſe men in high 
ſtations againſt putting too mult truſt in under- 
taking ſervants, cringing flatterers, or deſigning 
friends? Since the Aſiatic cuſtom of governing by 


prime miniſters hath prevailed in ſo many Courts 


of Europe, how careful ſhould every prince be in 
the Choice of the perſon on whom ſo great a truſt 
is devolved, whercon depend the (afery and wel- 
fare of bimſelf and all his ſubjects. Queen EA. 
zabeth, whoſe adminiſtration is frequently quoted 
as the beſt pattern for En9/// princes to follow, 
could not feſiſt the artihces of the carl of Lei- 
ce/ter, who, although univerſally allowed to be 
the molt ambitious, inſolent, and corrupt perſon 


of his age, was yet her greateſt, and almoſt her” 


only favoufite: (his religion indec 0 being partly 
1 Puritan 
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puritan and partly infidel, might have better tallied 
with preſent times) yet this wiſe queen would 
never ſuffer the openeſt enemies of that overgrown 
lord to be ſacrificed to his vengeance ; nor durſt 
he charge them with a deſign of introducing po- 
pery or the Spaniſb pretender. 

How many great families do we all know, 
whoſe maſters have paſſed for perſons of good abi- 
lities, during the whole courſe of their lives, and 
yet the greareſt part of whoſe eſtates have ſunk in 
the hands of their ſtewards and receivers ; their 
revenues paid them in ſcanty portions, at large 
diſcount, and treble intereſt, though they did not 
know it; while the tenants were daily racked, 
and at the ſame time accuſed to their landlords of 
infolveney. Of this ſpecies are ſuch managers, 
who, like honeſt Peter Waters, pretend to clear an 
eſtate, keep the owner pennyleſs, and, after ſeven 
years, leave him five times more in debt, while 
they link balf a plum into their own pockets, 

Thoſe who think themſelves concerned, may 
give you thanks for that gracious liberty you are 
pleaſed to allow them of taking vengeance on the 
auniſlers, and there ſhasting their envenom'd arrows. 
As to myſelf ; I neither owe you vengeance, nor 
make uſe of ſuch weapons: but it is your weak- 


neis, or ill-ſortune, or perhaps the fault of your 


conſtitution, to convert wholeſome remedies into 
poiſon ; for you have received better and more fre- 
quent inſtructions than any miniſter of your age 
and country, if God had given you the grace to 
app them. 

I dare promiſe you the thanks of half the king- 
dom, if you will pleaſe to perform the promile 
you have made of ſuffering the Cra/t/man and 
Company, or whatever other Infamous r etches and 
execrubls villains you mean, to take their vengeance 

Te only 


V 


1 


only on your own ſacred miniſterial perſon, veithout 
bringing any of your brethren, much leſs the 


moſt remote branch of the royal family, into the 


debate. This generous offer 1 ſuſpected from the 
firſt ; becauſe there were never heard of ſo many, 
ſo unneceſſary, and fo ſevere proſecutions as you 
have promoted during, your miniſtry, in a king- 
dom where the liberty of the preſs is ſo much 
pretended to be allowed. But in reading a page 
or two, I found you thought it proper to explain 
away your grant; for there you te}! us, that theſe 
miſcreants (meaning the writers againſt you) are 
te remember that the laws have ABUNDANTLY 
LESS generous, | {s mild and meraful ſentimieunts than 
yourſelf, and into their ſecular hands the poor 
authors muſt be delivered to fines, priſons, pil- 
lories, whippings, and the gallows. Thus your 
promiſe of impunity, which began ſomewhat je- 
ſuitically, concludes with the mercy of a Spanish 
inquiſitor. 

If it ſhould ſo happen that I am neither abetter, 
patron, protector, nor ſupporter of theſe imaginary 
invectives againſi the king, her majeſty, or any of 
the royal family, [ defire to know what ſatisfaction 
I am to get from you, or the creature you em- 
ployed in writing the libel which I am now an- 
ſwering? It will be no excuſe to ſay, that I dif- 
fer from you in every particular of your political 
reaſon and practice ; becaule that will be to load 
the beſt, the ſoundeſt, and moſt numerous part of 
the kingdom viith the denominations your are 
pleaſed to beſtow upon me, that they are Jaca- 
bites, wicked miſcreants, infamous turetches, execrub/ 
villains, and defamers of the king, queen, and ail 
she royal family, and guilty of high treaſon. You, 
cannot know my ityle; but J can eaſily know 
your Works, which are performed in the fight of 
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the ſun. Your good inclinations are viſible; but 
I begin to doubt the ſtrength of your credit, even 
at court, that you have not power to make his 
majeſty believe me the perſon which you repreſent 
in your libel : as moſt infallibly you have often at- 
tempted, and in vain, becauſe I muſt otherwiſe 
have found it by the marks of his royal diſpleaſure. 
However, to be angry with you to whom ! am 
indebted for the greateſt obligation I could poſ- 
ſibly receive, would be the higheſt ingratitude, It 
is to You I owe that reputation [ have acquired 
for ſome years paſt of being a lover of my coun- 
try and its conſtitution : to You I owe the libels 
and ſcurrilities conferred upon me by the worſt of 
men, and conſequently ſome degree of eſteem and 
friendſhip from the belt, From You I learned the 
ſkill of diſtinguiſhing between a patriot and a 
plunderer of his country: and from You I hope 
in time to acquire the knowledge of being a loyal, 
faithful, and uſeful ſervant to the beſt of princes, 
king George the ſecond ; and therefore I can con- 
clude, by your example, but with greater truth, 
that I am not only with humble ſubmiſſion and 
reſpe&t, but with infinite gratitude, Sir, your 
moit obedient and moſt obliged ſervant, 

W. P. 


. 


Counr DE GYLLENBORG. 


SIR, Dublin in Ireland, Nov. 2, 1719. 


T is now about fixteen years fince I firſt enter- | 
tained the deſign of writing a hiſtory of Zngland, | 
from the beginning of Milliam Rufus to the end 1 
of queen Elizabeth; ſuch a hi Rory, mean, as 
appears to be molt wanted by foreigners, and gen- | 
tlemen of our own country; not a voluminous | 
work, nor properly an abridgment, but an exact 
relation of the moſt important affairs and events, 
without any regard to the reſt. My intention | 
was to inſcribe it to the king“ your late maſter, 4 
for whole great virtues I had ever the higheſt ve- 1 
neration, as I ſhall continue to bear to his me- 1 
mory. I confeſs it is with ſome diſdain that I 
obſerve great authors deſcending to write any de- 
dications at all: and for my own part, when I 

looked round on all the princes of Europe, I could 
think of none who might deferve that diſtin tion ' if 
from me, beſides the king your maiter, (for I ſay } b 
nothing of his preſent Britannick majeſty, to | 

whoſe perſon and character | am an utter ſtranger, 

and like to continue ſo) neither can | be ſuſpected 

of flattery on this point, ſince it was fome years 

after that I had the honour of an invitation tg 


— 


8 * Charles XII. king of Saweden, who was unforty- 
nately killed by a cannon-ball at the ſiege of Fredericł- 
fall, in the year 1718. 
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his*court, before you were employed as his mi- 
niſter in England, which I heartily repent that 
J did not accept; whereby, as you can be my 
witneſs, I might have avoided ſome years uneaſi- 
neſs and vexation, during the laſt four years of 
our late excellent queen, as well as a long me- 
lancholy proſpect ſince, in a moſt obſcure dit- 
agreeable country, and among a molt profligate 
and abandoned people. 

was diverted from purſuing this hiſtory, partly 
by the extreme difficulty, but chiefly by the in- 


dignation I conceived at the proceedings of a fac- 


tion, which then prevailed ; and the papers lay 
neglected in my cabinet until you ſaw me in 
England; when you know how far I was engaged 
in thoughts and buſineſs of another kind. Upon 
her majeſty's lamented death, I returned to my 
ſtation in this kingdom ; fince which time there 
is not a northern curate among you who hath 
lived more obſcure than myſelf, or a greater 
ſtranger to the commoneſt tranſactions of the 
world. It is but very lately that I found the fol- 
lowing papers, which | had almoſt forgotten, ] 
publiſh them now, for two reaſons ; firſt, for at 
encouragement to thoſe who have more youth *, 
and leiſure, and good temper than J, towards pus 


ſuing the work as far as it was intended by me, 


or as much further as they pleaſe ; the ſecond 
reaſon is, to have an opportunity of declaring the 


profound reſpect I have for the memory of your 


royal maſter, and the fincere regard and friend- 
ſhip I bear to yourſelf; for I muſt bring to your 
mind how proud | was to diſtinguiſh you among. 
all the foreign miniſters, with whom I had the 
honour to be acquainted. I am a witneſs of the 


* Ihe author was then in his fifty-ſecond year. 
Zea 
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zeal you ſhewed. not only for the honour and in- 
tereſt of your maſter, but for the advantage of the 
Proteſtant relivion in Germany, and how know- 
ingly and feelingly you often ſpoke to me upon 
that (ſubject. We all loved you, as poſſeſſed of 
every quality that could adorn an Eugliſb gentle- 
man, and eſteemed you as a faithful ſubject to 
your prince, and an able negociator; neither ſhall 
any reverſe of fortune have power to leſſen you 
either in my friendſhip or eſteem: and I muſt 
take leave to aſſure you further, that my affection 
towards perſons hath not been at all diminiſhed 
by the frown of Power upon them. Thoſe whom 
ou and I once thought great and good men, 


continue ſtill ſo in my eyes and my heart; onlv 
with A * X* * * - *. » * 4 * 


Ceætera deſiderantur. 


WE rh 
The REIGN of 


WILLIAM the SECOND, 


SuRnamMEeD RUFUS. 


T the time of the Conqueror's death, his 
eldeſt ſon Robert, upon ſome diſcontent with his 
father, being abſent in France , William, the 
ſecond ſon, made uſe of this juncture, and with- 
out attending his father's funeral, haſtened to 
England, where, purſuant to the ,will of the de- 
ceaſed prince , the nobility, although more in- 
clined to favour Robert, were prevailed with to 
admit him king, partly by his promiſes to abate 
the rigor of the late reign, and reſtore the Jaws 
and liberties which had been then aboliſhed, but 
chiefly by the credit and ſolicitations of Lanfranc; 
for that prelate had formerly a ſhare in his educa- 
tion, and always a great afteCtion for his perſon. 


* He was then at Abbeville in Picardy. 

+ William the Conqueror on his death-bed left Vor- 
mandy and Le Maine to his ſon Robert, as being his 
right of inheritance ; not without adding, as ſome 
hiſtorians relate, that any people whom Robert was to 
govern, would be miſerable. England, he ſaid, was 
not his property by inheritance ; he would not preſume 
to. bequeath to any one that kingdom, but left it to 
the diſpoſal of Heaven: however, ſo it pleaſed God, 
he ſhould be glad that William, his obedient and beſt be- 
loved Jon, ſhould enjoy it after his death; and accord- 
ingly ordered letters to be expedited to archbiſhop 
Lanfranc, for facilitating William's acceſſion and eſta- 
bliſhment there. 


At 


( #19 -) 


At IWinche/{er he took poſſeſſion of his father's 


treaſure “, in obedience to whoſe command, as 
well as to ingratiate himſelf with the people, 
he diſtributed it among churches and religious 
houſes, and applied it to the redeeming of pri- 
ſoners, and other acts of popularity. 


In the mean time Robert returned to Normandy, 


took poſſeſſion of that duchy, with great applauſe 


and content of his people, and, ſpighted at the 
indignity done him by his father, and the uſurpa- 
tion of his brother in conſequence thereof, pre- 
pared a great fleet and army to invade England; 
nor did there want an occaſion to promote his in- 
tereſt, if the ſlowneſs, the ſoftneſs, and credulity 
of his nature, could have ſuffered him to make a 


right improvement of it, 


Odo biſhop of Baicux t, of whom frequent men- 
tion is made in the preceding reign t, a prelate 
of incurable ambition, either on account of his age 
or character being reſtored to his liberty and poſ- 
ſeſhons in England, grew into envy and diſcon- 
tent, upon ſecing Lanfranc preferred before him by 
the new king in his favour and miniſtry. - He 
therefore formed a conſpiracy with ſeveral nobles 
of Norman birth to depoſe the king, and ſent an 
invitation to Robert to haſten over. Mean time 
the conſpirators, in order to diſtract the king's 


* Which was ſixty thouſand pounds in ſilver, be- 
ſides gold, jewels, and plate. Brampton. 

+ Odo was half brother to William the Conqueror, and 
the firſt earl of Kent of Norman blood. He was releaſed 


from his confinement by order of the late king, at the 


ſolicitation of Robert earl of Mortain, Odo's brother. 

t One might imagine from theſe words, that Dr. 
Swift had written an account of the reign of William 
the Conqueror, if it had not been for what he ſays ir 
his letter to Count Gyllenborg. 
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forces, ſcixed on ſeveral parts of England at once; 
Briflol, Norwich, Leiceſler, Warcefler *, Shrew- 
bury, Bath and Durhain, were ſccured by ſeveral 
noblemen : Odo himſelf ſeized Rocheſter, reduced 
the coaſts of Kent, and ſent meſſages to Robert to 
make al} poſhble ſpeed. 

The king, e at theſe many and ſudden 
defections, thought it his beſt courſe to begin his 
defence by ſecuring the good will of the people. 
He redreſſed many grievances, eaſed them of cer- 
tain oppreſſive taxes and tributes, gave liberty to 
Hunt in his foreft, with other marks of indulgence, 
which however forced from him by the neceſſity 
of the time, he had the {kill or fortune ſo to or- 
der as they neither loſt their good grace nor ef- 
fe; for immediately after he raiſed great forces 
both by land and fea, marched into Kent, where 
the chief body of his enemies was in arms, re- 
covered Tunbridge and Pevenſey, in the latter of 
which Od himſelf was taken priſoner, and forced 
to accompany the king to Rochęſſer. This city 
refuſing to ſurrender at the king's ſummons, Odo 
undertook to prevail with the obſtinacy of the in- 
habitants ; but being admitted into the town, was 
there detained, either by a real or ſeeming force; 


however, the king provoked at their ſtubbornneſs 


and fraud, foon compelled them to yield, retook 
his priſoner, and forcing him for ever to abjure 
England, ſent him into Normandy. 


By theſe actions, performed with ſuch great ce- 


jerity and ſucceſs, the preparations of duke Ro- 
bert were wholly diſappointed, himſelf, by the ne- 


* Morcęſter however at this time ſuffered only a 
blockade. See the account of the operations there in 
Green's Jate ſurvey of the eity of Worcefter, p. 195. 

ceſſity 
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ceffity of his affairs, compelled * to a treaty with 
his brother, upon the terms of a ſmall penſion, 
and a mutual promiſe of ſuccecding to cach other's 
dominions on failure of iſſue, forced to reſign his 
pretenſions, and return with a ſhattered fleet to 
Normandy. 

About this time died archbiſhop Lanfrenc ; by 
whoſe death the king, looſed from that awe and 
conſtraint he was under, ſoon began to diſcover 
thoſe irregularities of his nature, which till then 
he had ſuppreſſed and diſguiſed, falling into thoſe 
acts of oppreſſion and extortion that have made 
his name and memory infamous, He kept the 
ſee of Canterbury four years vacant, and converted 
the revenues to his own uſe, together with thoſe 


Samuel Daniel, a very judicious epitomizer of our 


ancient hiſtory, places the concluſion of this treaty in 
1087, ſoon after the eſtabliſhment of Rufus on the Eng- 
liſb throne, who might will think ſuch an expedient ne- 
ceſſary at that time, for the reconciling an elder brother 
to the moſt mortifying of diſappointments, If the treaty 
was then made, Robert's infraction of it by an embark- 
ation of troops in the very next year to ſuccour the 
Engliſh rebels, was a plauſible call for revenge, and ac- 
counts for the king's invaſion of Normandy in 1090. 
Speed, whom Dr. Swift follows here, has been fo far 
miſled by Knighton, as to repreſent Robert making an 
actual deſcent on the Exgliſb coaſt, landing at South- 
ampton, amuſed there by humble meſſages from Rufus, 
cajoled into a reſignation of his claim, and induced to 
go back a penſioner inſtead of a king. But there is no 
trace of ſuch tranſactions in the purer narratives of 
more ancient hiſtorians. And if we follow thoſe of 
Normandy, who ought to have the beſt information of 
Robert's motions, the duke neither embarked with nor 


after his troops: he promiſed indeed to follow them 
with a greater force; but indolence got the better of his 
ambition, 
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of ſeveral other biſhopricks and abbies 4, and 
diſpoſed all church preferments to the higheſt 
bidder. Nor were his exactions leſs upon the 
laity, from whom he continually extorted exorbi- 
tant fines for pretended tranſgreſſion of certain 
penal laws, and entertained informers to obſerve 
mens actions and bring him intelligence. 

It is here worth obſervation, that theſe corrupt 
proceedings of the prince have, in the opinion of 
teveral learned men, given rife to two cuſtoms, 
which are a long time grown to have the force of 
laws. For, firſt the ſucceſſors of this king, con- 
tinuing the cuſtom of ſeizing on the accruing 
rents in the vacancy of ſees and abbies, it grew 
in proceſs of time to be exacted as a right, or 
acknowledgment to the king as founder ; whence 
the revenues of vacant biſhopricks belong at this 
day to the crown, The ſecond cuſtom had an 
original not unlike, Several perſons, to avoid the 
periecutions of the King's informers, and other 
inſtruments of oppreſſion, withdrew themſelves 
and their effects to foreign countries; upon which 
the king iſſued a proclamation, forbidding all men 
to leave the kingdom without his licence ; from 
whence, in the judgment of the ſame authors, 
the writ ne exeas regno had its beginning. 


t As for Ryfus's appropriating to himſelf the reve- 
nues of vacant fees, this was the reſult and expected 
conſequence of the feudal eſtabliſhment made by his 
father, For when the Conqueror had reduced epiſco- 
pal and abbatial manours to military and baronial te- 
nure, the care and profits of them, between the demiſe 
of each tenant and the entry or inſtallation of his ſuc- 
ceſſor, by neceſſity of that tenure, devolved on the 
crown. But Rufus is deſervedly cenſured for keeping 


the prelacies vacant longer than was neceflary, merely 
Wich an avaricious view. 
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By theſe and the like arbitrary methods having 
amaſſed great treaſures, and finding all things 
quiet at home, he raiſed a powerful atmy to invade 
his brother in Normandy ; but upon what ground 
or pretext, the writers of that age are not very 
exact; whether it were from a principle frequent 
among unjuſt princes, That old oppreſſions are 
beſt juſtified by new ; or, whether having a talent 
for ſudden enterpriſes, and juſtly apprehending the 
reſentments of duke Robert, he thought it the 
wiſer courie to prevent injuries than to revenge 
them. In this expedition he took ſeveral citics 
and caſtles from his brother, and would have pro- 
ceeded farther, if Robert had not defired and ob- 
tained the aſſiſtance of Philip king of France, who 
came with an army to his relief. King William. 
not thinking it ſafe or prudent to proceed further 
againſt his enemy ſupported by fo great an ally, 
yet loth to loſe the fruits of his time and valour, 
fell upon a known and old expedient, which no 
prince ever practiſed oftner, or with greater ſuc- 
ceſs, and that was, to buy off the French king 
with a ſum of money. This had its effect; for 
that prince not able to oppoſe ſuch powerful arms, 
immediately withdrew himſelf and his forces, 
leaving the two brothers to concert the meaſures 

of a peace. | 
This was treated and agreed with great advan- 
tages on the fide of king William; for he kept all 
the towns he had taken, obliged his brother to 
baniſh Edgar Atheling out of Normanay, and, for 
a further ſecurity, brought over with him to Eng: 
land the duke himſelf to attend him in his expe- 
dition againſt Malcolm king of Scotland, who du- 
ring his abſence had invaded the borders. The 
king having raiſed great forces both by ſea and 
land, went in perſon to repel the. inroads 9 the 
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Scots + but the enterprife was without ſucceſs; for 
the greateſt part of his fleet was deſtroyed by a 
tempeſt, and his army very much diminiſhed by 
ſickneſs and famine, which forced him to a peace 
of little honour ; by which, upon the condition of 
homage from that prince, the king of England 
agreed to deliver him up thoſe twelve towns (or 
manours) in England which Malcolm had held 
under //:lliam the Conqueror; together with a pen- 
ſion of twelve thouſand marks *. 

At this time were ſown the feeds of another 
quarrel between him and duke Robert, who ſoli— 
citing the king to perform ſome covenants of the 
laſt peace, and meeting with a repulie, withdrew 
in great difcontent to Normandy. | 

King William, in his return from Scotland, fc)! 
dangerouſly fick at Gleuceſſer, where, moved by 
the ſeaſonable exhortations of his clergy, or rather 
by the fears of dying, he began to diſcover great 


* So Brompton writes. But it is doubtful whether 
the Normanic or Saxonic mark of ſilver be underſtood. 
The former was a weight of eight ounces, the latter 
but an ounce and a half. If we compute by the mark 
of the Normans, the annuity ſtipulated for Malcolm was 
equivalent to about 186,000 J. of modern currency; a 
penſion ſcarce reconcileable with the ſtate of our ex- 
chequer in thoſe days. If the ſmaller or Saxonic mark. 
be meant here (which had not yet fallen into diſuſe, as 
appears by the calculations by it in the laws of king 
Henry I.) the penſion is more reaſonable, being equi- 
valent to about 35, ooo J. of our preſent money, I his 
at leaſt is rather to be admitted than the account of the 
greater part of our hiſtorians, who ſet down the pro- 
viſion made for the Scottiſh king at twelve marks of gold 
per annum, which amounts but to 72/5. Norman, or 
1700. in modern money; a penſion unworthy the 
magnificence of Rufus, and too mean for any reigning 
Prince to accept. 
| marks 
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marks of repentance, with many promiſes of 
amendment and retribution, particularly for his 
injuries to the church. To give credit to which 
good reſolutions, he immediately filled ſeveral 
vacant ſees, giving that of Canterbury to Anſelm, a 
foreigner of great fame for picty and learning. 
But as it is the diſpofition of men who derive their 
vices from their complexions, that their paſſions 
uſually heat ſtrong and weak with their pulſes, 
ſo it fared with this prince, who upon recovery 
of his health ſcon forgot the vows he had made in 
his ſickneſs, relapſing with greater violence into 
the ſame irregularities of injuſtice and oppreſſion, 
whereof Anſelm, the new archbiſhop, felt the firſt 
effects. 'T his prelate, ſoon after his promotion, 
oftered the king a ſum of money by way of pre- 
ſent + ; but took care it ſhould be ſo ſmall, that 

none 


+ This whole account of the difference between the 
king and the archbiſhop is taken from Eadmer, a monk 
of Canterbury, and a creature of Auſelms. A benevo- 
lence had been demanded from all the nobility and the 


prelates towards the expence of the king's expedition 


to Ner mandy in 1094. If Anſelm, as it is ſaid, offered 
to.. towards it, as the ſhare or quota of his own ſee, 
that ſum (equivalent to at leaſt 11, 500. of our cur- 
rency) was far greater than a poor Italian monk not 
yet poſſeſſed of the temporalities of Canterbury, could 
be expeQed to raiſe, and what, if his friends could ad- 
vance it for him, the neceſſities of the king would not 
ſuffer him to reject: ſo that this part of Eadmer's apo- 
logy for his patron confutes itſelf, But in fact, the true 
ſource of the conteſt between this prelate and the king 
was, the former's violent attachment to one of the con- 
tenders for the papacy, Orho of Oftia, ſtyled Urban II. 
whom, when /taly had ſcarce acknowledged him, (for 
in 1c91 the antipope Clement III. took Rome, and the 
Caſtle of S/. Angelo, and drove Urban from St. d 
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none might interpret it to be a conſideration of his 
late preterment, The king rejected it with ſcorn 
2nd as he uſed but little ceremony in ſuch matters, 
inſiſted in plain terms for mote. Anſelm would 


not 


chair) Anſelm would imperionſty impoſe on the king, 
prelates, and whole realm of Eneland, as their apoſtolic 
father and pontiff. The king replied, hat /s prede- 
ceſſors in Canterbumy had never taken ſo much upon 
them; and that when two popes had been choſen. his 
declaring for either without approbation of the king, 
was an endeavour to pluck frem his ſewereion's head the 
erewcn of England. A great council was ſummoned on 
this occaſion at Rockingham, Mar. 11, ioo, when the 
nobility and biſhops inſiſted on Anſelm”s ſubmiMon to 
the king : he pleaded his privilege as primate, and 
would be Judged by none but the pope, and Þy no pope 
but Urban II. It was however there determined, that 
Anſelm ſhould not demand his archiepiſcopal pall of 
Urban II. unleſs the king ſhould conſent. All the pre- 
lates, except the biſhop of Rocheſter, ſays Du Pin, re- 
ſolved not to own An/ehm as primate, ſo long as ke 
Mould take part with the biſlop of O, i (Urban Il.) 
But a rebellion which broke out in the Empire, wherein 
Conrad the emperor's fon roſe in arms againſt his father. 
proved extremely fortunate both for Urban, and for his 
factious inſtrument Ar/elm. Wicked Urban was the 
ſeducer of this unnatural ſon; and the price of his be- 
nediction ſoon appeared. So far as Conrad's ſword 
could influence, Clement III. was ejected: ſo that in 
1095, Urban was acknowledged through Lom/ardy, but 


as yet was not maſter of Rome. Fortune now be- 


friended, and even 7/il/iam of England was ready to 
:cknowledge him. Accordingly this pope ſent an 
@ chliepiſcopal pall, for the ceremony of the King's in 


veſting Auſelm with the pr imacy: but the haughty monk 


refuſed the inveſtitire from the king” s hand, and obfi- 
natcly perſiſted, until the pope's meſſengers were al- 


lowed to lay the pall on the altar of Canterbur 7 . 
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not comply; and the king enraged, ſought a1! 
occations to make him uncaſy ; until at len; th 
the poor archbiſhop, tired out with pe: petual 
uſurpations (or at leaſt what was then underſtood 


to be ſuch) upon his Juriſdiction, privileges, and 


poſſeſſions, deſired the king's licence for a Journey 
to Rome; and upon a refuſal went without it;- Ab 
ſoon as he was withdrawn, the king ſeized on all 
his revenues, conveiting them to his own uſe, 
and the archbiſhop continued an exile until the 
ſucceeding reign, 

The particulars of this quarrel between the 
king and archbiſhop are not, in my opinion, 
conſiderable enough to deſerve a place in this 
brief collection, being of little uſe to poſterity, 
and of leſs entertainment; neither ſhould I have 
mentioned it at all, but for the occalion it gives 
me of making a zeneral obſervation, which may 
afford ſome light! into the nature and diſpoſition of 
thoſe ages. Not only this king's father and him- 
ſelf, but the princes tor ſeveral ſucceſſions, of the 
faireſt character, have been ſeverely taxed for vio- 
lating the rights of the clergy, and perhaps not 
altogether without reaſon, It is true, this cha- 
racter hath made the lighter impreſſion, as pro- 


cceding altogether from the party injured, the 


cotemporary writers being generally churchmen : 
and it mutt be confeſſed, "that the uſurpations of 
the church and court of Rome were in thoſe ages 


dral ; whence he vouchſafed to take it (as the cantins 


phraſe was) from Sr. Peter's hand, although the king | 


had acknowledged and obliged his kingdom to acknow- 
ledge Urban on this expreſs condition, That he ſhould 
be gratified with delivering UVan's pall to the arch- 
biſhop elect. Thus RMν,t who would not be bullied, 
was at laſt bubbled by a prieſt, 
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riſen to ſuch heights, as to be altogether incon- 
ſiſtent either with the legiſlature or adminiſtration 
of any independent ſtate ; the inferior clergy both 
ſecular and regular, inſiſting upon ſuch immuni— 
ties as wholly exempted them from the civil power; 
and the biſhops removing all controverſies with 


the crown by appeal to Rome for they reduced 


the matter to this ſhort iſſue, That God was to be 


bbeyed rather than men; and conſequently the 


biſhop of Rome, who is Chriſt's repreſentative, 
rather than an earthly prince. Neither doth it 
ſeem improbable that all Chri/endom would have 
been in utter vaſſalage, both temporal and ſpiritual, 


to the Roman ſee, if the Reformation had not put 


a ſtop to thoſe exorbitancies, and in a good mea- 
ſure opened the eyes even of thoſe princes and 
ſtates who ſtill adhere to the doctrines and diſci- 
pline of that Church, 

While the king continued at Glocgſter, Mal- 
colm king of Scotland came to his court, with in- 
tentions to ſettle and confirm the late peace be- 
tween them. It happened that a controverſy aroſe 
about ſome circumſtances relating to the homage 
which Malcom was to pay, in the managing 
whereof king William diſcovered ſo much haugh- 
tineſs and diſdain, both in words and geſtures, 
that the Scottiſh prince, provoked by ſuch unwor- 
thy treatment, returned home with indignation ; 
but ſoon came back at the head of a powerful 
army, and, entring Northumberland with fire and 
ſword, laid all waſte before him. But as all en- 
terprizes have in the progreſs of them a tincture 
of thoſe paſſions by which they were ſpitited at 
firſt, ſo this invaſion begun upon private revenge, 
which is a blind ungovernable paſſion, was carried 
en with equal precipitation, and proved to be 

| | ruinous 
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ruinous in the event; for Robert Afcaubray, earl 
of Northumberiand, to prevent the deſtruction of 
his own country, where he had great poſſeſſions, 
gathering what forces he could fuddenly raiſe, 
and without waiting any d directions from the king, 

marched againſt the Sts, who were then {et 
down before Alnwick caſtle: there, by an ambuſh, 

Malcolm and his eldeſt ion Eltward were lain, and 
the army, diſcouraged by the loſs of their princes, 
entirely defeated. This diſaſter was followed in 

a few days by the death of queen Aargaret, who, 
not able to ſurvive her misfortunes, died for grief. 
Neither did the miſeries of that kingdom cad till, 
after two uſurpations, the ſurviving fon of Mal- 
calm, who had fled to England for refuge, was re- 
ſtored to his crown by the aſſiſtance of king 
Filiam. 

:\bout this time the hidden ſparks of animoſity 
between the two brothers, buried but not extin- 
guiſhed in the laſt peace, began to flame out into 
new diſfenſions: duke Robert had often ſent his 
complaints to the king for breach of articles, but 
without redreſs, which provoked him to expoſtu- 
late in a rougher manner, till at length he charged 
the king in plain terms with injuſtice and perjury : 
but no men are found to endure reproaches with 
tels temper than thoſe who molt deſerve them: 
the king, at the ſame time filled with indignation, 
and ſtung with guilt, invaded Nermandy a ſecond 
time, reiolving to reduce his brother to ſuch terms 
25 might ſtop all further complaints. He had 
2 ready taken ſeveral ſtrong holds, by force either 

of arms or of money, and intending intirely to 
iubdue the duchy, gave orders to have twent 
thouſand men immediately raiſed in England, and 
deut over to him. The duke, to defend himſelf 


againſt 
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againſt theſe formidable preperations, had recourſe 
again to his old ally the king of France, who ver 
readily advanced with an army to his aſſiſtance, 
as an action wherein he could every way find 
his own accounts; for, beſide the appearance of 
glory and juſtice by protecting the injured, he 
fought indeed his own battle, by preſerving his 
neighbouring ſtate in the hands of a peaceful 
prince, from ſo powerful and reſtleſs an enemy as 
the king of England; and was largely paid for his 
trouble into the bargain : for king //Ulam, either 
loth to engage in a long and dangerous war, or 
haſtened back by intelligence of ſome troubles 
from Wales, ſent offers to his army, jult ready to 
embark for Normandy, that upon payment of ten 
ſhillings a man they might have leave to return 
to their own homes, This bargain was generally 
accepted ; the money was paid to the king of 
France, who immediately withdrew his troops; 
and king William, now maſter of the conditions, 
forced his brother'to a peace upon much harder 
terms than before, 

In this paſſage there are ſome circumſtances 
which may appear odd and unaccountable to thoſe 
who will not give due allowance for the difference 
of times and manners : that an abſent prince, en- 
gaged in an unjuſt war with his own brother, and 
11]- beloved at home, ſhould have ſo much power 
and credit, as by his commiſſion to raiſe twenty 
thouſand men on a ſudden, only as a recruit to 
the army he had already with him ; that he ſhould 
have a fleet prepared ready, and large enough to 
' tranſport ſo great a number; that upon the very 
point of embarking he ſhould ſend them ſo diſ- 
_ graceful an offer; and that ſo great a number of 
common ſoldiers ſhould be able and willing to pay 
| ſuch 


© my 


” O&©D - DV 2 


=» 


r ͤ ͤ⁰li deadeE erty 


5 


ſuch a ſum of money“, equal to at leaſt twelve 
times as much in our times +; and that, after 
being thus deluded and ſpoiled at once, they 
ſhould peaceably diſband and retire to their ſeveral 
homes. But all this will be leſs difficult to com- 
prehend, when we reflect on the method of raiſing 
and ſupporting armies, very different from ours, 
which was then in uſe, and ſo continued for many 
ages after. All men who had lands in capite were 
bound to attend the king in his wars with a pro- 
portioned number of ſoldiers, who were their 
tenants on eaſy rents in conſideration of militar 

ſervice. This was but the work of a few days, 
and the troops conſiſted of ſuch men as were able 
to maintain their own charges either at home or 
abroad: nether was there any reaſon to apprehend 
that ſoldiers would ever become inſtruments for 


The Saxon Chronicle, Simeon Dunelmen/is, and Mat- 
thew Paris ſay, That Ralf the treaſurer took from the 
men the money which had been paid them for their 
maintenance. Yes, ſays Sir Henry Spelman, the money 
which the country bad allowed them for their ſubſiſt- 
ence ; fo that if each man paid ten ſhillings, it might 
not be from his own purſe. 

+ It might more juitly be ſaid, equal to four and 
twenty times as much in our times: for the genuine 
filver in the ſum of ten ſhillings of Norman tale, was of 
equal weight with the ſilver that is found in twenty-nine 
ſhillings of our preſent ſtandard coin; 2, e. weighed 
oz. and about 13 pwt. and each ounce of filver was at 
that time worth at leaſt eight times more than at pre- 
ſent. Whence we may colle&, that ten ſhillings of 
Rufus's money was equivalent to at leaſt twelve pounds 
ſterl. of our preſent currency. The curious reader may 
conſult biſhop Fleetwood”s Chronicon precioſum, and a ſy- 
noptical table of the variations in the ſtandard of Engl: 
coin, by Martin Folkes, Eſq; publiſhed in an anony- 
mous ay upon Money and Coins, | 
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introducing ſlavery, who held ſo great a ſhare in 
the property. 

The king, upon his return from Mormandy, 
made an unſucceſsful expedition againſt the I/elþ, 
who upon the advantages of his abſence had, ac- 
cording to their uſual cuſtom, made cruel inroads 
upon the adjoining counties of Cheer, Shrewſbury, 
ard Hereford, Upon the king's approach they 
fled into their faſtneſſes among the mountains, 
where he purſued them for ſome time with great 
rage and vexation, as well as the loſs of great 
numbers of his men, to no purpoſe. From hence 
he was recalled by a more formidable enem 
nearer home : for Robert earl of Northumberland, 
overrating his late ſervices againſt the Scots, as 
much perhaps and as unjuſtly as they were under- 
valued by the king, refuſed to come to his court, 
which, in thoſe days, was looked on as the firſt 
uſual mark of diſcontent in a nobleman ; and 
was often charged by princes as a formal accuſa- 
tion, The earl having diſobeyed the king's ſum- 
mons, and concerted matters with other accom- 
plices, broke out into open rebellion, with inten- 
tions to depoſe king William, and ſet up Stephen 
ear] of Aibemarle, fon of a ſiſter to William the 
Conqueror : but all was prevented by the celerity 
of this active prince; who, knowing that inſur- 
rections are beſt quelled in their beginnings, 
marched with incredible ſpeed, and ſurprized the 
rebels at Newcaſtle, took the caſtles of Tinmouth 
and Bamburgh *; where the obſtinacy of the de- 

fendants provoked him, contrary to his nature, to 
commit cruelties upon their perſons, by cutting 
off their hands and ears, and other the like inhu- 
manities- The earl himſelf was taken priſoner 


* Now called Bamborough, 
| as 
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as he endeavoured to make his eſcape ; but ſuffered 


no other puniſhment than to be confined for the 


reſt of his life 1. 
About this time began the Holy War for reco- 


vering of Paleftine ; which having not been the 


enterprize of any one prince or ſtate, but that 
wherein molt in Chri/tendom had a ſhare, it cannot 
with juſtice be ſilentiy paſſed over in the hiſtory of 
any nation, | EO 

Pope Urban the ſecond, in a council at Clermont, 
made a pathetic exhortation, ſhewing with what 
danger and indignity to Chriſlendim the Turks and 
Saracens had, for ſome ages, not only overrun all Aſia 
and Africa, where Chriſtianity had long flouriſhed ; 
but had alſo made encroachments into Europe, 
where they had entirely ſubdued Spain, and ſome 
other parts; that Jeruſalem, the holy city, where 
our Saviour did ſo many miracles, and where his 
ſepulchre ftill remained, to the ſcandal of the 
Chriſtian name, lay groaning under the tyranny 
of Infidels; that the ſwords which Chriſtian 
princes had drawn againſt each other, ought to 
be turned againſt the common enemy of their 
name and religion ; that this ſhould be reckoned 
an ample ſatisfaction for all their paſt fins; that 
thoſe who di-d in this expedition ſhould immedi- 
ately go to heaven, and the ſurvivors would be 
bleſſed with the fight. of our Lord's ſepulchre. 


Moved by thele arguments, and the influence 


of the perſon who delivered them, ſeveral nobles 


| and prelates immediately took upon them the 


Croſs; and the council diflolving in this high 
fit of zeal, the clergy, upon their return home, 


| Prevailed ſo far in their ſeveral countries, that in 


moſt parts of Zfurope ſome great prince or lord 


t Which was thirty years, 
22 became 
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became a votary for The Holy Land; as Hugh the 
| Great, brother to the king of France; Godfrey 
duke of Lorrain ; Reimend count of Toulouſe ; 
Robert duke of Normandy, and many others. Nei- 
ther ought it to be forgotten, that moſt of theſe 
noble and generous princes, wanting money to 
maintain the forces they had raiſed, pawned their 
dominions to thoſe very prelates who had firſt 
engaged them in this enterprize : doubtleſs a no- 
table mark of the force of oratory in the church- 
men of thoſe ages, who were able to inſpire that 
devotion into others, whereof they ſeemed ſo little 
ſenſible themſelves. 

But a great ſhare in the honour of promoting 
this religious war, is attributed to the zeal and 
induſtry of a certain French prieſt, commonly 
called Peter the Hermit; who being at Jeruſalem 
upon a pilgrimage ſome time before, and enterin 
often into private treaty with the patriarch of that 
City, came back fully inſtructed in all the meaſures 
neceſſary for ſuch a war: to theſe was joined the 
artifice of certain dreams and viſions that might 
paſs for divine admonition : all which, added ts 
the picty of his exhortations, gave him ſuch credit 
with the pope, and ſeveral princes of Chriſtendam, 
that he became in his own perſon the Jeader of a 

reat army againſt the Infidels, and was very in- 
1 for engaging many others in the ſame 
deſign. | 

What a ſpirit was thus raiſed in Chriſtendom 
among all ſorts of men, cannot better be conceived 
than from the vaſt nun.bers of theſe warlike pil- 

rims : who, at the ſiege of Nice, are ſaid to have 

_ eonfiſted of 600,900 foot, and 100,000 horſe: 

and the ſucceſs at firſt was anſwerable to the great- 

neſs of their numbers, the valour of their ends, 
an 
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and the univerſal opinion of ſuch a cauſe ; for, 
beſides ſeveral famous victories in the held, not te 
mention the towns of Jeſs importance, they took 
Nice, Antioch, and at laſt Feruſalem, where duke 
Godfrey was choſen king without competition, 
But zeal, with a mixture of enthuſiaſm, as I take 
this to have been, is a compoſition only fit for 
ſudden enterprizes, like a great ferment in the 
blood, giving double courage and ſtrength for the 
time, until it ſink and ſettle by nature into its old 
channel: for, in a few years the piety of theſe 
adventurers began to flacken, and give way to 
faction and envy, the natural corruptions of all 
confederacies : however, to this ſpirit of devotion 
there ſucceeded a ſpirit of honour, which long 
continued the vein and humour of the times ; and 
the Holy Land became either a ſchool, wherein 
young princes went to learn the art of war, or 2 
ſcene wherein they affected to ſhew their valour, 
and gain reputation, when they were weary of 
peace at home, 


The Chriſtians held poſſeſſion of Jeruſalem above 


_ eighty years *, and continued their expeditions to 


the Holy Land almoſt as many more, with various 
events; and after they were entirely driven out of 
Aſa, the popes have almoſt in every age endea- 
voured in vain to promote new cruſadoes ; neither 
does this ſpirit ſeem quite extinct among us even 
to this day; the uſual projects of ſanguine men 
for uniting Chriſtendom againſt the Turk, being 
without doubt a traditional way of talk derived to 
us from the ſame fountain. | 
Robert, in order to furniſh himſelf out for this 


war, pawned his duchy to the king for 10,000 


* They held it eighty-eight years; from July 1099, 
to Ofober 1187. 
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marks of gold +; which ſum was levied with fo 
many circumſtances of rigor and exaction, tow- 
ards the church and Jaity, as very much encreaſed 
the diſcontents of both againſt the prince. 
1099. I ſhall record one act of this king's, 
which being chiefly perſonal, may paſs rather for 
a part of his character, than a point of hiſtory. 
As he was hunting one day in the New Foreſt, 
a meſſenger expreſs from Normandy, brought him 
intelligence that Helie, count de la Fleche, had 
laid cloſe ſiege to Mans, and expected to carry the 
town in a few days; the king leaving his chace, 
eommanded ſome about him to point whereabout 
Mans lay; and fo rode ſtraight on without reflection, 
until he came to the coaſt, His attendants adviſed 
him to wait until he had made preparations of men 
and money; towhich he only returned; * They that 
* Jove me, will follow me.” He entered the ſhip in 
a violent ſtorm; which the mariners beholding with 
aſtoniſhment, at length in great humility gave him 
warning of the danger; but the king commanded 
them inſtantly to put off to ſea, and not be afraid; 
for he had never in his life heard of any king that 
was drowned, In a few days he drove the enemy 
from before the city, and took the count himſelf 
priſoner, who raging at his defeat and captivity, 
exclaimed t, That this blow was from Fortune; 
but 


+ Equal to 1, 400, ooo. as money paſſes now. 
There is ſo much pleaſantry and humour, as well 
as ſpirit and heroiſm in this ſtory, as we have it record- 
ed by William de Malnſtury, who repreſents the menace 
as thrown out in the king's preſence, that I ſhall make 
no apology for ſetting. down his words at length. 
Author turbarum Helias capitur ; cui ad ſe addutto 
* rex ludibundus, Habeo te, magiſter, inquit.“ At 
* ille, cujus alta nobilitas neſciret etiam in tanto pear 
| | , „ culo 
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« but Valour could make repriſals, as he ſhould 
“ ſhew, if ever he regained his liberty.” This 
being told the king, he ſent for the count, let 
him underſtand that he had heard of his menaces, 
then gave him a fine horſe, bid him begone im- 
n, and defyed him to do his worſt. 

It would have been an injury to this prince's 
memory, to Jet paſs an action, by which he ac- 
quired more honor than from any other in his 
life, and by which it appeared that he was not 
without ſome ſeeds of magnanimity, had they 
been better cultivated, or not overrun by the num- 
ber or prevalency of bis vi ces. 

I have met with nothing elſe in this king's reign 
that deſerved to be remembred; for, as to an un- 
ſucceſsful expedition or two againſt ales, either 
by himſelf or his generals; they were very incon- 
ſiderable both in action and event, nor attended 
with any circumſtances that might render a rela- 
lation of them of any uſe to poſterity, either for 
inſtruction or example. 

His death was violent and unexpected, the ef- 
fect of caſualty ; although this perhaps is the only 
misfortune of life to which the perſon of a prince 
is generally leſs ſubje& than that of other men. 
Being at his beloved exerciſe of hunting in the 


New Foreſi in Hampſhire, a large ſtag croſſed the 


culo ſapere ; ; ortuir3, inquit, me cepiſti: poſ⸗ 
ſum evadere, novi quid facerem.“ Tunc Wikia 
© mus, pre furore fer: extra fe proſitus, & obtuens 
“ Heham, * Tu, inquit, nebulo, tu quid faceres! 
* Diſcede; abi; fuge. Concedo tibi ut facias quic- 
„quid poteris: et per vultum de Luca, nihil ſi me 
* viceris, nihil pro hac venia tecum paciſcar.“ . 
By the face of St. Luke, if thou ſhouldit have the for- 
tune to conquer me, I icorn to compound with thee 


for my releaſe. | 
24 Way 


2 


way before him, the king hot on his game, cryed 
out in haſte to Halter Tyrrel, a knight of his at- 
tendants, to ſhoot ; Tyrrel, immediately let fly his 
arrow, which glancing againſt a tree, ſtruck the 
king through the heart, who fell dead to the 
ground without ſpeaking a word. Upon the ſur- 
priſe of this accident, all his attendants, and 
Tyrrel* among the reſt, fled different ways; un- 
til the fright being a little over, ſome of them 
returned, and cauſing the body to be laid in a 
collier's cart, for want of other conveniency, con- 
veyed it ina very unbecoming contemptuous man- 
ner to H/inchefter, where it was buried the next 
day without ſolemnity, and which is worſe, with- 
out grief. 

I ſhall conclude the hiſtory of this prince's 
reign, with a deſcription and character of his bod 
and mind, impartially from the collections I have 
made; which method I ſhall obſerve likewiſe in 
all the ſucceeding reigns. 

He was in ſtature ſomewhat below the uſual 
fize, and big-bellyed, but he was well and ſtrongly 
knit, His hair was yellow or ſandy ; his face 
red, which got him the name of Rufus; his fore- 
head flat ; his eyes were ſpotted, and appeared of 
different colours; he was apt to ſtutter in ſpeak- 

ing, eſpecially when he was angry; he was vi- 
gorous and active, and very hardy to endure fa- 
tigues, which he owed to a good conſtitution of 
health, and the frequent exerciſe of hunting ; in 
his dreſs he affected gayety and expence, which 
having been firſt introduced by this prince into 
his court and kingdom, grew, in ſucceeding reigns, 
an intolerable grievance. He alſo firſt brought 
in among us the luxury and profuſion of great 


* Yet Eadmer faith, That Tyrrel told him, he had 
not been in the Foreft that day. 
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tables. There was in him, as in all other men, 
a mixture of virtues and vices, and that in a 
pretty equal degree, only the misfortune was, that 
the latter, although not more numerous, were yet 
much more prevalent than the former. For bein 
entirely a man of pleaſure, this made him ſacrifice 
all his good qualities, and gave him too many 
occaſions of producing his ill ones. He had one 
very ſingular virtue for a prince, which was that 
of being true to his word and promiſe + : he was 
of undoubted perſonal valour, whereof the writers 
in thoſe ages produce ſeveral inſtances ; nor did 
he want ſkill and conduct in the proceſs of war. 
But, his peculiar excellency, was that of great 
_ diſpatch, which, however uſually decried, and al- 
lowed to be only a happy temerity, does often an- 
ſwer all the ends of ſecrecy and counſel in a great 
commander, by ſurpriſing and daunting an enemy 
when he leaſt expects it ; as may appear by the 
greateſt actions and events upon the records of 
every nation, | 
He was a man of ſound natural ſenſe, as well 
as of wit and humour, upon occaſion, There 
were ſeveral tenets in the Romiſb church he could 
not digeſt ; particularly that of the ſaints' inter- 
ceſſion; and living in an age overrun with ſuper- 
{tition, he went ſo far into the other extream, as 
to be cenſured for an Atheiſt, The day before 
his death, a monk relating a terrible dream, which 
ſeemed to forbode him ſome misfortune, the king 
being told the matter, turned it into a jeſt ; ſaid, 
'The man was a Monk, and dreamt like a Monk, 


+ Yet he was ſometimes guilty of breach of his 
faith in treatits. But, he is not the only prince who 
in different characters had different meaſures of right 
and wrong ; a public and private conſcience. 


for 
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for lucre ſake; and therefore commanded Hitz. 
bamn to give him an hundred ſhillings, that he 
might not complain he had dreamt to no purpoſe. 

is vices appear to have been rather derived 
from the temper of his body, than any original 
depravity of his mind ; for being of a ſanguine 
complexion, wholly bent upon his pleaſures, and 
prodigal in his nature, he became engaged in great 
expences *. To ſupply theſe, the people were 
perpetually oppreſſed with illegal taxes and exac- 
tions; but that fort of avarice which ariſes from 
prodigality and vice, as it is always needy, fo it is 
much more ravenous and violent than the otner, 
which put the king and his evil inſtruments 
(among whom Ralph, biſhop of Durham, is of 
ipecial infamy) upon thoſe pernicious methods of 
gratifying his extravagances by all manner of op- 
preffion ; whereof ſome are already mentioned, and 
others are too foul to relate. 

He is generally taxed by writers for diſcovering 
a contempt of religion in his common diſcourſe 
and behaviour; which 1 take to have riſen from 
the ſame fountain, being a point of art, and a 
known expedient, for men who cannot quit their 


Not from his attachment to grofler pleaſures ; but 


from his vanity, ſtudy of magnificence, buildings, at- 


fectation of generoſity, and profuſeneſs in rewarding 
the bravery of his ſoldiers. The Monks bring againſt 
bim a general charge of incontinency ; but mention no 


particulars : No ſpurious iſſue is heard of; no miſtreſs 


raiſed to rank and ſplendour; not the name of any of 
hie private favourites has reached us. Had he been as 
tractable to Anſelm, as Edgar was to Dunſton; had he 
laid his ſceptre under the fect of that inſolent bigot ; 
the ſame Monks would have celebrated his piety, and 
palliated his failings ; as the popes were equally grate- 
fal to Dunſtor, Anſelm, and Becket, by exalting thoſe 
incendiaries into faints, | LE 
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immoralities, at leaſt to baniſh all reflexions that 
may diſturb them in the enjoyment} which muſt 
be done either by not thinking of religion a all; or 
if it will ob;rude, by putting it out of ceuntenances 
* Yet there is one inftance thac might-ſhew him 
to have ſome ſenſe of religion as well as juſtice, 
When two Monks were outvying each other in 
canting the price of an abbey, he obſerved a third 
at ſome diſtance, who ſaid never a word; the 
king demanded why he would not offer ; the Monk 
ſaid, he was poor, and beſides, would give no- 
thing if he were ever ſo rich; the king replyed, 
Then you are the fitteſt perſon to have it, and 
immediately gave it him. but this is, perhaps 
with reaſon enough, aſſigned more to caprice than 
conſcience z. for he was under the power of every 
humour and paſſion that poſſeſſed him for the pre- 
ſeat; which made him obſtinate in his reſolves, 
and unſteady in the proſecution, 


He had one vice or folly that ſeemed rooted in 


his mind, and of all others, moſt unbefitting a 
prince: This was, a proud diſdainful manner, 
both in his words and geſture ; and having already 
loft the love of his ſubjects by his avarice and 
oppreſſion, this fhniſhed the work, by bringing 
him into contempt and hatred among his ſervants ; 
ſo that few among the worſt of princes have had 
the luck to be fo ill- beloved, or fo little lamented. 
He never married, having an invincible abhor- 
rence for the ſtate, although not for the ſex. 

He died in the thirteenth year of his reign, the 
forty-third of his age, and of Chriſt 1100, Augn/t 2. 
_ His works of piety were few, but in buildings 
he was very expenſive, exceeding any king of Eng- 
land before or ſince, among which 1/:/mifler- Hall, 
Findfor Caſile, the Tower of Londen, and the 
whole city of Carliſle, remain laſting monuments 
of his magnificence, 
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The REIGN of 
HENRY the FIRST. 


T HIS prince was the youngeſt ſon of William. 
the Conqueror, and bred to more learning than was 
uſual in that age, or to his rank, which got him 
the ſurname of Beauclerc ; the reputation whereof, 
together with his being born in England, and born 
fon of a king, although of little weight in them- 
felves, did very much ſtrengthen his pretenſions 
with the people. Beſides, he had the ſame ad- 
vantage of his brother Robert's abſence, which 
had proved before ſo ſucceſsful to Rufus, whoſe 
treaſures he likewiſe ſeized on immediately at his 
death, after the fame manner, and for the ſame 
end, as Rufus did thoſe of his father the Con- 
queror. Robert had been now five years abſent in 
the Holy War, where he acquitted himſelf with 
glory ; and although he was now in Apulia, upon 
his return homeward, yet the nobles pretending 
not to know what was become of him, and 
others giving out that he had been elected king of 
Ferufalem, Henry laid hold of the occaſion, and 
calling together an aſſembly of the clergy, nobles, 
and people of the realm at London, upon his pro- 
miſes to reſtore king Edward's laws, and redreſs 
the grievances which had been introduced by his 
father and brother, they conſented to ele him 
king“. Immediately after his coronation, he 

pro- 


* Notwithſtanding the phraſe electus eſt be uſed on 
this very occaſion by Henry of Huntingdon, and William 
of Malmeſbury, there ſeems to be a manifeſt impropriety 

in 
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proceeded upon reforming the abuſes of the late 
reign : he baniſhed diſſolute perſons from the 
court, who had long infeſted it under the protec- 
tion and example of Rufus: he reſtored the peo- 
ple to the uſe of lights in the night, which the 
Conqueror had forbidden, after a certain hour, b 
the ringing of a bell. Then he publiſhed his 
charter, and ordered a copy thereof to be taken 
for every county in England. This charter was in 
ſubſtance ; The freedom of Mother Church from 
former oppreſſions; leave to the heirs of nobles 
to ſucceed in the poſſeſſion of their lands, with- 
out being obliged to redeem them, only paying 
to the king a moderate relief “; abolition of fines 
for 


in it. The barons convened at London, upon news of 
William's death, pretended to no power of electing a 
monarch, but of declaring to whom the crown had de- 
volved. A falſe charge of illegitimacy was made uſe 
of to deſtroy the title of Robert, Impoſuerunt ei illegiti- 
matem, quad non fuerat procreatus de legitimo thoro Wil- 
lielmi Conqueſtoris ; und unanimi afſenſu ſuo ipſum refu- 
taverunt, & fro Rege omninò recuſaverunt, & Henricum 
fratrem in Regem creaverunt, Knyghton. Ihe body of 
barons, or great council of the land, were in all ſuch 
emergencies deemed the interpreters or judges of the 
law of ſucceſſion. 

* 'This was in appearance a very important conceſ- 
hon, and yet proved of little uſe; for ſo long as the 
meaſure and proportion of ſuch relief (or fine upon ad- 
mittance) was left undetermined, a door was ſtill open 
for grievous exactions. Whence the barons, in their fa- 
meus convention with king John, obliged him to ſet le 
the relief of their heirs, at 100 pounds for an earl's 
barony, 1co marks for a common barony, and 1co 
ſhillings for a knight's fief; which was the ancient 
fine upon ſucceſſion, and was ſuppoſed to be a fourth 
part of the yearly income of the reſpective A 
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for licence of marriage to their heireſles; a pro- 
miſe of not refuſing ſuch licence, vnleſs the match 


propoſed be with "the king's enemy *, Sc. the 
next of kin to be guardians of the lands of or- 
phans; puniſhments for coiners of falſe money; 
a confirmation of St. Edward's laws; and a ge- 
neral amneſty. 

About the ſame time he performed two acts of 
juſtice, which, by gratifying the revenge and the 
love of the people, gained very much upon their 
affections to his perſon : : the firit was, to impriſon 
Ralph biſhop of Durham, who having been raiſed 
by the late king from a mean and ſordid birth to 
be his prime confident and miniſter, became the 
chief inſtrument, as well as contriver, of all his 
oppreſſions: the ſecond was, in recalling and re- 
{toring archbiſhop Anſelm, who having been forced 
by the continual periecutions of the ſame prince, 
to leave England, had lived ever ſince in baniſh- 
ment, and deprived of all his revenues. 

The king had not been many months on his 
throne, when the news came that duke Robert, 
returned from the Holy Land, was received by 


See Magna Charta, art. 3. ** Hares ſuus plenæ ætatis 
2 habeat hercoditatem ſuam per antiquum relevium ; 
* fcil heres comic, &c.“ That there were very great 
abuſes in this branch of the royal revenue in the pre- 
ceding reign, may appear from the relief exacted of Ro- 
bert de Beleſme earl of Shrewſbury, upon his ſucceding 
in co to the baronies of his elder brother: this, we are 


told by Ordericus Vitalis, was 3000 J. an enormous _ 


in thoſe times, and equivalent to about 69,7co J 
the preſent. A nobleman, reduced to df in 
this manner with the, crown, before he could have 
legal poſſeſſion of his paternal eſtate, might well be 
ſald to redeem it. 

* 7 e, with a traitor or malecontent. 
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his ſubjects with great marks of joy and honour, 
and in univerſal reputation for his valour and ſuc- 
ceſs againſt the Infidels : ſoon after which, Rath 
biſhop of Durham, either by the negligence or 
corruption of his keepers, eſcaped out of priion, 
and fled over to the duke; whom he ſtirred up to 
renew and ſolicit his pretenſions to the crown of 
England, by writing to ſeveral nobles, who, either 
through old friendſhip, or new diſcontent, or an 
opinion of his title, gave him promiſes of their 
aſſiſtance, as ſoon as - ſhould land in England : 
but the duke having returned exceeding poor from 
the Hay Land, was not yet in a condition fer 
ſuch an undertaking, and therefore thought fit 
to defer it to a more ſeaſonable opportunity, 

As the king had hitherto, with great induſtry, 
fought all occaſions to gratify his people, fo he 
continued to do in the choice of a wife. This 
was /atilda, daughter of Malcolm the late king 
of Scots; a lady of great piety and virtue, who, by 
the power or peſuaſion of her friends, was prevailed 
with to leave her cloiſter tor a crown, after ſhe had, 
as ſome writers report, already taken the veil, Her 
mother was ſiſter to Edgar Atheling, the laſt heir 
male of the Saxin race; of whom frequent men— 
tion hath been wade in the two preceding reigns : 
and thus the Savon line, to the great contentment 
of the Engliſb nation, was again reſtored. 

Duke Robert, having now with much difficulty 
and oppreſſion of his ſubjects, raiſed great forces, 
and gotten ready a fleet to convey them, reſolved 
once more to aſſert his title to the crown of Eng- 


land to which end he had for ſome time held a 


ſecret correſpondence with ſeveral nobles, and 

lately received freſh invitations. The king, on 

the other fide, who had received timely igtelli- 
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gence of his brother's preparations, gave order to 
his admirals to watch the ſea-ports, and endea- 
vour to hinder the enemy's landing : but the 
commanders of ſeveral ſhips, whether Robert had 
won them by his bribes, or his promiſes, inſtead 
of offering reſiſtance, became his guides, and 
brought his fleet ſafe into Portſmouth, where he 
landed his men, and from thence marched to 
incheſter, his army hourly encreaſing by great 
numbers of people, who had either an affection 
for his perſon, an opinion of his title, or a hatred 
to the king. In the mean time Henry advanced 
with his forces, to be near the duke, and obſerve 
his motions; but, like a wiſe general, forbore 
offering battle to an invader, until he might do it 
with manifeſt advantage. Beſides, he knew very well 
that his brother was a perſon whoſe policy was 
much inferior to his valour, and therefore to be 
ſooner overcome in a treaty than a fight : to this 
end, the nobles on both ſides began to have fre- 
quent interviews; to make overtures ; and at laſt 
concert the terms of a peace; but wholly to the 
advantage of the king. Robert renouncing his 

retenſions in conſideration of a ſmall penſion, 
and of ſucceeding to the crown on default of male 
iſſue in his brother, 

The defection of nobles and other people to 
the duke was fo great, that men generally thought 
if it had come to a battle, the king would have 
Joſt both the victory and his crown, But Robert, 
upon his return to Normandy after this diſhonour- 
able peace, grew out of all reputation with the 
world, as well as into perfect hatred and con- 
tempt among his own ſubjects, which in a ſhort 
time was the cauſe of his ruin, 

The king having thus by his prudence got rid 
of a dangerous and troubleſome rival, and ſoon 

after 
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after by bis valour quelled the inſurrections of 
the carls of SHretuſbury and Mortain, whom he 
forced to fly into Normandy, found himſelf in full 
peace at home and abroad, and therefore thought 
he might venture a contention with the Church 
about the right of inveſting biſhops ; upon which 


ſubject many other princes z at that time had con- 


troverſy with their clergy : but, after long ſtrug- 
gling in vain, were all forced to yield at laſt to 
the decree of a ſynod in Reme, and to the per- 
tinacy of the biſhops in the ſeveral countries. 
The form of inveſting a biſhop, was by delivery 
of a ring and a paſtoral ſtaff; which, at Rome, 
was declared unlawful to be performed by any 
lay-hand whatſoever ; but the princes of Chriſten— 
dom pleaded immemorial cuſtom to authorize them: 
and king Hey, having given the inveſtiture to 
certain biſhops, commanded Anſelm to conſecrata 
them. This the archbiſhop refuſed with great 
firmneſs, purſuant to what he under ſtood to be 
his duty, and to ſeveral immediate commands of 
the pope. Both ſides adhering to their own lenti- 


ments, the matter was carried to Nome, where 


Anſelm went in perſon, by the king's deſire; who, 
at the ſame time, ſent ambaſſadors thither to aſ- 
ſert and defend his cauſe; but the pope {til} in- 
ſiſting, Anſelm was forbidden to return to Eng and. 
The king ſeized on all his revenues, and would 
not reſtore him, until upon other conceſſions of 
the pope, Henry was content to yield up his pre- 
tenſions to the inveſtiture ; but, however, kept 
the right of electing ftill in his own hands, 
Whatever might have been the method of clec- 
ting biſhops, in "the more primitive ages, it ſeems 
plain to me that in theſe times, and ſomewhat 
before, although the election was made per clerum 
& populum ; yet the king always nominated at 
Vor. VI. R firſt, 
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firſt, or approved afterwards, and generally both, 
as may be ſeen by the ſtyle in which their elec- 
tions ran, as well as by the perſons choſen, who 
were uſually churchmen of the court, or in ſome 
employment near the king. But whether this 
were a gradual encroachment of the regal upon 
the ſpiritual power, I had rather leave others to 
diſpute. 

1104. About this time duke Robert came to 
England, upon a viſit to the king, where he was 
received with much kindneſs and hoſpitality ; 
but, at the ſame time, the queen had private di- 
rections to manage his eaſy temper, and work 
him to a conſent of remitting his penſion : this 
was compaſſed without much difficulty: but, 
upon the duke's return to Normandy, he was ſe⸗ 
verely reproved for his weakneſs by Ra/ph biſhop 
of .Durham, and the two earls of Mortain and 
Shrewſbury. Theſe three having fled from Eng- 
land for rebellion, and other treaſons, lived exiles 
in Normandy ; and, bearing an inveterate hatred 
to the king, reſolved to ſtir up the duke to a re- 
ſentment of the injury and fraud of his brother, 
Robert, who was various in his nature, and al- 
ways under the power of the preſent perſuader, 
eaſily yielded to their incitements: reproached 
the king in bitter terms, by letters and meſſages, 
that he had cozened and circumvented him; de- 
manding ſatisfaction, and withal threatening re- 


venge. At the {ame time, by the advice of the 


three nobles already mentioned, he began to arm 
himſelf as formidably as he could, with deſign to 
ſeize upon ive king's poſſeſſions in Normaudy : 
but as this reſolution was raſhly taken up, ſo it 
was as faintly purſucd, and ended in his deſtruc- 
tion: neither hath any prince reaſon to expect better 
fortune, that engages in a war againſt a powerful 

neighbour 


46 


neighbour upon the counſel or inſtigation of exiles, 
who having no farther view than to ſerve their private 
intereſt, or gratify their revenge, are ſure to ſucceed 
in one or t'other, if they can embark princes in 
their quarrel, whom they fail not to incite by the 
falſeſt repreſentations of their own ſtrength, and 
the weakneſs of their enemy : for as the king was 
now ſettled in his throne too firm to be ſhaken, 
ſo Robert had wholly loft all credit and friendſhip 
in England; was funk in reputation at home; 
and, by his unlimited profuſencls, reduced fo low, 
that, having pawned molt of his dominions, he 
had offered K:oven, his capital city, in ſale to the 
inhabitants. A'l this was very well known 

to the king, Who, reſolving to make his ad- 1105 
vantage thereof, precended tobe highly pro- 

voked at the diſgraceſul ſpeeches and menaces of 
his brother; which he made the formal occaſion 
of a quarrel: therefore he firſt ſent over ſome 
torces to ravage his country ; and, underſtanding 
that the duke was coldly ſupported by his own 
ſubjects, many of whom carne over to the king's 
army, he ſoon followed in perſon with more; 
took ſeveral towns; and, placing garriſons therein, 
came back to England, deſigning with the firtt 
pretext or opportunity to return with a more po- 
tent army, and wholly ſubdue the duchy to his 
obedience. 

Rybert, now grown ſenſible of his weakneſs, 
became wholly diſpirited; and following h's bro- 
ther into England, in a moſt dejected manner 
begged for peace: but the king, now fully deter- 
mined upon his ruin, turned away in diſdain, 
muttering at the ſame time {ome threatning words, 
This indignity rouſed up once more the ſinkin 
courage of the duke; who, with bitter words, 
deteſting che pride and inſolence of Henry, with- 

SA drew 
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drew in a rage, and haſting back to Normandy, 
made what preparations he could for his own de- 
tence. The king obſerving his nobles very ready 
to engage with him in this expedition; and be- 
ing aſſured that thoſe in Normandy would, upon 
his approach, revolt from the duke, ſoon followed 
with a mighty army, and the flower of his king- 
dom. Upon his arrival he was attended, according 
to his expectation, by ſeveral Norman lords ; and, 
with this formidable force, ſat down before 3 
chebray : the duke, accompanied by the two exiled 
earls, advanced with what ſtrength he had, in 
hopes to draw the enemy from the ſiege of ſo im- 
portant a place, although at the hazard of a bat- 
tle, Both armies being drawn out in battalia, 
that of the king's, truſting to their numbers, be- 
gan the charge with great fury, but with- 
11c6 out any order, The duke, with forces far in- 
ferior, received the enemy with much firm- 
neſs ; and, finding they had ſpent their firſt heat, 
advanced very regularly againſt their main body, 
before they could recover themſelves from the con- 
fulton they were in. He attacked them with ſo 
wuch courage, that he broke their whole body, 
and they began to fly on every fide. The king 
believing all was loſt, did what he could by threats 
and gentle words to ſtop the flight of his men, 
but found it impoſſible: then he coramanded two 
bodies of horſe, which were placed in either 
wing, to join, and wheeling about, to attack 
the enemy in the rear. The duke, who thought 
himſelf ſo near a victory, was forced to ſtop bis 
purſuit; and ordering his men to face about, began 
the fight anew; mean time the ſcattered parts of 
the main body, which had ſo lately fled, began 
to rally, and pour in upon the Nermans behind, 
by which duke Acbert's army was almoſt encom- 
paſſed; 


/ r 


+T. A 


ES — — — HB” 


TY „ 
paſſed ; yet they kept their ground awhile, and 


made ſeveral charges, until at length, perfectly 


overborne by numbers, they were utterly defeated. 
There duke Robert, doing all the parts of a great 
captain, was taken priloner, together with the 
earl of Mortain, and almoſt his whole army: for 
being hemmed in on all ſides, few of them | 
could make their eſcape. Thus, in the 1107 
ſpace of forty years, Nermandy ſubdued 
England, and England Normandy ; which are events 
perhaps hardly to be paralleled in any other ages 
or parts of the world. | 

The king, having ſtaid awhile to ſettle the ſtate 
of Normandy, returued with his brother into Eng- 
land, whom he ſent priſoner to Cardiff caſtle, 
with orders that he ſhould be favourably uſed, 
which, for ſome time, were duly obſerved ; until 
being accuſed of attempting to make his eſcape 
(whether it were real or fcigned) he had his eyes 
put out with a burning baſin, by the king's ex- 
preſs commands; in which miſerable condition he 
lived for ſix and twenty years. | 

It is believed the king would hardly have engaged 
in this unnatural and invidious war, with ſo little 
pretence or provocation, if the pope had not 
openly approved and ſanctificd his cauſe, exhort- 
ing him to it as a meritorious action; which ſeems 
to have been but an ill return from the vicar of 
Chriſt to a prince who had performed ſo many 
brave exploits for the ſervice of the Church, to 
the hazard of his perſon, and ruin of his fortune. 
Put the very bigotted 'monks, who have left us 
their accounts of thoſe times, do generally agree 


in heavily taxing the Roman court for bribery and 


corruption. And the king had promiſed to remit 
his right of inveſting biſhops, which he performed 
immediately after his reduction of Nermardj, and 
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was 2 matter of much more {ervice to the pope, than 
ail the atchievements of duke Robert in the Holy 
Land, whoſe merits, as well as pretenſions, were 
now antiquated and out of date. 

1109. About this time the emperor Henry V. 
ſent to deſire Maude the king's daughter in mar- 
riage, who was then a child about eight years 
old: this prince had lately been embroiled in a 
quarrel with the fee of Rome, which began upon 
the ſame ſubject of inveſting biſhops, but was 
carried to great extremities: for invading Italy 
wiih a mighty army, he took the pope priſoner, 
forced him to yield to whatever terms he thought 
fit to impoſe, and to take an oath of fidelity to 
him between his hands: however, as ſoon as Henry 
had withdrawn his forces, the pope aſſembling a 
council, revoked all his conceſſions, as extorted 
by compulſion, and raiſed great troubles in Ger- 
many auainſt the emperor, who, in order to ſecure 
himſelf, ſought this alliance with the king. 

About this time likewiſe died archbiſhop An- 
ſelm, a pielate of great piety and learning, whote 
zeal for the fee of Name, as well as for his own 
rights and privileges, ſhould in juſtice be imputed 
to the errors of the time, and not of the man. 
After his death, the king, following the ſteps of 


his brother, held the fee vacant five years, content- 


ing himſelf with an excuſe, which looked like 
a jeſt, '| hat he only waited until he could find 
another ſo good a man as An/e m. 

In the fourtcenth year of this king's reign, the 
Fei/h, after their uſua} manner, invaded the 
Marches with great fury and deſtruction ; but 
the king, hoping to put a final end to thoſe per- 
p<tual troubles and vexaticns given to his king- 
dom by that unquiet people, went in perſon againſt 
them with a pos erful army; and to prevent their 
| 9 | uſua 
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uſual ſtratagem of retreating to their woods and 
mountains, and other faitnefles, he ordered the 
woods to be cut down, beſet all their places of ſe- 
curity, and hunting them like wild beaſts, made fo 
terrible a ſlaughter, that at length obſerving them 
to fling down their arms, and bey for quarter, he 
commanded his ſoldiers to forbear ; then receiv- 
| ing their ſubmiſſions, and placing garriſons where 
| he thought neceſlary, he returned, in great tri- 
FF umph and ſatisfaction, to London. 
ö 1114. The princeſs Maude being now marriage- 
| able, was delivered to the emperor's ambaſlador ; 
and for a portion to the young lady a tax was 
impoſed of three ſhillings upon every hide of land 
in England, which grew afterwards into a cuſ- 
tom *, and was in ſucceeding times confirmed b 
acts of parliament, under the name of Reaſonable 
Aid for marrying the King's Daughter, although 
3 levied after a different manner. 
As the inſtitution of parliaments in England is 
. agreed by ſeveral writers to be owing to this king, 
; ſo the date of the firſt hath been aſſigned by ſome 
l to the fifteenth year of his reign; which however 
is not to be affirmed with any certainty : for great 
councils were convoked not only in the two pre- 
ceding reigns, but for time immemorial by the 
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* This fort of impoſition was new to the Engliſh ; 
but was a conſequence of the military tenure eſtablithed 
by the Conqueror, The like aid, or /cutage, as it was 
called, had been levied in other parts of Europe, where- 
ever the feudal ſyſtem had taken place, as oft as the lord \ 
of the fief had occaſion to celebrate the nuptials of his 
eldeſt daughter, or the knighthood of his eldelt ſon, 4 
We ſhould have heard of this demand earlier in Eng- 1 
land, if any ſuch occaſion had happened. Maude was 
the firſt princeſs-royal given in marriage after the con- ; 
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Saxen princes, who firſt introduced them into 
this iſland, from the ſame original with the other 
Geothick forms of government in moit parts of 
Europe. Theſe councils or aſſemblies were com- 
poſed according to the pleaſure of the prince who 
convened them, generally of nobles and biſhops, 
ſometimes were added ſome conſiderable commo- 
ners ; but they ſeldom met, except in the begin- 
ning of a regin, or in times of war, until this 
king came to the crown ; who being a wiſe and 
pop ular prince, called theſe great 2flemblies upon 
molt important affairs of his reign, and ever fol- 
lowed their advice, which, if it proved ſucceſs- 
ful, the honour and advantage redounded to him, 
awd if otherwiſe, he was free from the blame: 
thus when he choſe a wife for himſelf, and a huſ- 
band for his daughter, when he deſigned his ex- 
pedition againſt Robert, and even for the election 
of an archbiſhop to the ſee of Canterbury, he pro- 
ceeded wholly by the advice of ſuch general aſſem- 
blies, ſummoned for the purpoſe. But the ſtyle 
of theſe conventions, as delivered by ſeveral au- 
thors, is very various; ſometimes it is comztes, 
bar:mes, & cleri 1; his marriage was agreed on, 
con/ilto majorum natu & f magnatum terra, One au- 
thor þ calls it conſilium principum, ſacerdotum, & 


religui populi. And for the election of an arch- 


bithop, the Saxen Chronicle ſays, That he com- 
manded by letters all biſhops, abbots, and thanes to 
meet him at Gloceſter ad procerum conventum. Laſtly, 
fome affirm theſe aſſemblies to have been an imi- 
tation of the three eſtates in Normandy. I am 
very ſenſible how much time and pains have been 
Et nployed by ſeveral learned men to ſearch out the 
original of parliaments in England, wherein J 
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doubt they have little ſatisfied others or themſelves, 
I know likewiſe that to engage in the ſame en- 
quiry, would neither ſuit my abilities nor my ſub- 
ject. It may be ſufficient for my purpoſe, if 1 
be able to give ſome light into this matter, for the 
curioſity of thoſe who are leſs informed. 

The inſtitution of a ſtate or commonwealth out 
of a mixture of the three forms of government 
received in the ſchools, however it be derided as 
a ſoleciſm and abſurdity by fome late writers on 
politicks, hath been very ancient in the world, 
and is celebrated by the graveſt authors of anti- 
quity. For although the ſupreme power cannot 
properly be ſaid to be divided, yet it my be fo 
placed in three ſeveral hands, as each to be a 
check upon the other; or formed into a balance, 
which is held by him that has the executive power, 
with the nobility and people in counterpoite in 
each ſcale. Thus the kingdom of AZ:4:@ is re- 
preſented by Aenophon before the reign of Cyrus 
to Polybius tells us, the beit government is a mix- 
ture of three forms, regno, optimatium, & populi 
imperio : the ſame was that of Sparta in its primi- 
tive inſtitution by Lycurgus, made up of reges, 
ſeniores, & populus ; the like may be erred of 
Rome, Carthage, and other ſtates: and the Germans 
of old fell upon the ſame mode], from whence 
the Goths their neighbours, with the reſt of thoſe 
northern people, did perhaps borrow it. But an 


aſſembly of the three eſtates is not properly of 


Gothick inſtitution : for theſe ficre: people, when 
upon the decline of the Roman empire they firſt 
invaded Europe, and ſettled ſo many kings in 
Htaly, Spain, and other parts, were all heathens 3 


and when a body of them had fixed themtclves in 


2 tract of land left deſolate by the fiight or deſtruc- 


tion of the natives, their military g government by 
time 
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time and peace became civil; the general was 
king, his great officers were bis nobles and mini— 
ſters of ſtate, and the common ſoldiers the body of 
the people ; but theſe were freemen, and had 


ſmaller portions of land aſſigned them. The re- 
maining natives were all ſlaves : 3 the nobles were 


a ſtanding council; and upon affairs of great im- 
portance, the freemen were likewiſe called by 
their repreſentatives to give their advice. By which 
it appears, that the Gothic“ frame of government 
conſiſted at firſt but of two ſtates or afſemblics, 
under the adu.iniftration of a fingle perſon. But 
aiter the converſion of theſe princes and their 
people to the Chriſtian faith, the Church became 
endowed with great poffeſfions, as well by the 
bounty of kings, as the arts and induſtry of the 
clergy, winning upon the devotion of their new 
converts: and power, by the common maxim, 
always accompanying property, the eccleſiaſticks 
began ſoon to grow "conſiderable, to form them- 
ſelves into a body, and to call aſſemblies or ſvnods 
by their own authority, or ſometimes by the 
command of their princes, who in an ignorant 
age had a mi-hty veneration for their learning as 
well as picty. By ſuch degrees the Church arrived 
at length, by very jultitable ſteps, to have her 
mare in the commonwealth, and became a third 
eſtate in molt kingdoms of Europe ; but theſe 
aſſemblies, as we have already oblerved, were 
ſeldom called in England before the reign of this 
prince, nor even then W ere always compoſed after 
the ſame manner; neither docs it appear from the 
Writers who lived neareſt to that age, that the 
people had any repreſentative at all, beſide the 
barons and other nobles, who did not fit in thoſe 
aſſemblies by virtue of their birth or creation, 
but of the lands or baronics they held. So that 
| the 
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the preſent conſtitution of the Eugliſb parliament | 
hath, by many degices and alterations, been mo- | 
' 
| 


delled to the flame it is now in; which alterations 
I ſha!l obſerve in the ſucceeding reizns as ons 
as I can diſcover them by a diligent ſcarch into t 
hiſtories of the ſeveral ages, without engagiag in 
the controverted points of Jaw about this matter, 
which would rather perplex the reader than inform 
him. may 
1116, But to return, Z:us the Cres king of 
France, a valiant and active prince, in the flower 1 
of bis age, ſuccecding to that crown avout the wg 
time that Robert vas deprived of No, mandy, grew ves 
Jealous of the neighbourhood and power of King 
Henry, and began early to entertain deſigns either 1 
of ſubduing the it duchy to himſelf, or t les a{it of 
making a conſiderable party againſt the K. ng in 
favour of Viillam fon of Ko! erty whom for that 
end he had taken into his protection. Furſuant 
to theſe intentions, he ſoon found an occaſion for 
quarre]: expoſtuliting with Hleuty, that he had | 
broken his promiſe by not doing homage for the + 
duchy of No mandy, as well as by n electing to i | 
raze the caſtle of Gifzrs, which was built on the { 
French fide of the river Fpte, the common boundary 
between both dominions *. 
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* Some years before there had becn a treaty con- 
cluded between France and Nermandy ; wi Cru, among 
cther points, it was agreed, That the frontier town 
Gers ſhould be ſequettered i in the hands of a baron 
called Payen, who was to receive into it neither ug, 
nor Nerman, nor French troops; but in cafe it ſhould 
fall into the hands of either of the two kings, it was 
ſtipulated that the walls ſhould be razed within the 
ſpace of forty days. Notwithitanding this, Henry had 
ſeized the place; and when called upon to jvqueſter it, 
or elſe toraze the walls, declined the doing either, Fa- 
ther Daniel. 
— | But 
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But an incident ſoon offered, which gave king 
Henry a pretext of retaliating almoſt in the. ſame 
manner: for it happened that upon ſome offence 
taken againſt his nephew Theobald count of Blois 
by the French king, Levis in great rage ſent an 
army to invade and ravage the carP's territories. 
Theobald defended himſelf for a while with much 
valour ; but at length in danger to be overpowered, 
requeſted aid of his uncle the king of England, who 
ſupported him fo effectually with men and money, 
that he was able not only to defend his own coun- 
try, but very much to infeſt and annoy his enemy. 
Thus a war was kindled between the two kings; 
Louis now openly aſſerted the title of William the 
ſon of Robert, and entering into an alliance with 
m_ earls of Flanders and Anjcu, began to concert 

eaſures for driving king Henry out of Normandy. 

Tue king ha wing 8 timely intelligence of his 

enemy's deſigns, began with great vigour and diſ- 
patch to prepare himſelf for war: he raiſed, with 
much difficulty and diſcontent of his people, the 
greateſt tax that Had ever been known in England; 
and pailing over into Normandy with a mighty 
army, Joined h. his nephew Tae The king of 
France, who had entertained hopes that he ſhould 
over- run the duchy before his enemy could arrive, 
advanced with great ſecurity towards the frontiers 
of Normandy ; but obſcrving an enemy of equal 
number and force already prepared to engage him, 
he ſuddenly itopt his march. The two armies 
faccd one ancther 2 7 lome Hours, neither {ide 
offering battle; the reſt of the day was ſpent in light 
ſkirmiſhes begun by the French, and repeated for 
ſome days follo! wing with various ſucceſs ; but the 
remainder of the year paſted without any conſide- 
Cable action. 
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1119. At length the violence of the two princes 
brought it to a battle: for Louis, to give a repu- 
tation to his arms, advanced towards the frontiers 
of Normandy, and aiter a ſhort ſiege took Gue 
Nicaiſe * ; there the king met him, and the fight 
began, which continued with great obſtinac 
on both ſides for nine hours. 7 he French army 
was divided into two bodies, and the Eugliſh into 
three; by which means, that part where the king 
fought in perſon, being attacked by a ſuperior 
number, began to give way; and em Criſpin, 
a Norman baron, hnoling out the king of England 
(whoſe ſubject he had been, but baniſhed for trea- 
ſon) ſtruck him twice on the head with ſo much 
violence, that the blood guſhed out of his mouth. 
The king inflamcd with rage and indignation, 
dealt ſuch furious blows, that he ſtruck down ſe- 
veral of his enemies, and Criſpin among the reſt, 
who was taken priſoner at his horſe's feet, The 
ſoldiers encouraged by the valour of their prince, 
rallied and fell on with freſh vigour, and the 
victory ſeemed doubtiul, when Hi hem the fon of 
king Henry, to whom his father had intruſted the 
third body of his army, which had not yet engazed, 
fell on with this freſh reſerve upon the enemy, who 
was already very much harrailed with the toil of 
the day: this quickly decided the matter; for the 
French, though valiantly fighting, were overcome, 
with the laughter of ſeveral then ind men; their 
King quitted the field, and withdrew to Ardel: ; 
but the king of England recovering Gue Nicaiſe, 
returned triumphant to Rouen. 

This important victory was followed by the 
defection of the earl of A: to king Hum, and 


* At that time reckoned an important fortreſs on the 
river Tyte. 
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the carl of Flanders fell in the battle 3 by which 
the Rs of Fronce was at once deprived of two 
powert i! alirs. However, by the interceſſion of 
the ſormer, « pace was ſoon after made between 
both crowns 1. 110 am the king's ſon did homage 
to Leis for he dukedom of Nermandy and the 
other Miltium, following the fortunes of his father, 
was left to his pretenſions and complaints. 

It is bare ob{ervable, that from this time until 
J lis was ubdued to the Eugliſb crown, the eldeſt 
ſons „ OS n were called dukes of Nermandj, 
as they are - princes of I/ ales. 

1120 The Jung having ſtaid ſome time in Nyr- 
mandy, for the ſettlement of his duchy after the 
calm tes ani contulions of a war, returned to 
Eng laid, t& the very great ſatisfaction of his peo- 
ple ER h:mielf, He nad enlarge his dominions 
by the conqucſtef mandy; he had ſubdued all 
his compet.tors, and forced even the king of 
France, their great protector, after a olorious 
victory, to his own conditions of a peace; he 
was upon very good terms with the pope, who 
had a oreat efteem and friendſhip for his perſon, 
and made him larger concellions than was uſual 
fram that fee, and in thoſe ages. At home he 
was re:pected by the ic-gy, reverenced by the 
nobles, and beloved by tne people; in his family 
he was blciied with a ſon of much hopes, juſt 
crowing to years of manhood, and his daughter 
was an "empreſs ; ; ſo that he ſeemed to polleſs as 
great a thare of happineſs as human life is capable 

o admit. But the ſelicity of man depends upon 
2 mers war Fe of many circumſtances, which are 
ai} ſubject to various accidents, and every ſingle 
accident is able to diflolve the whole contexture ; 3 
which truth was never verified more than in this 


prince, who by one domeſtic misfortune, not to 
be 


„ 


be prevented or foreſeen, found all the pleaſure 
and content he propoſed to himſelf by his pru— 
dence, his induitry, and his valour, wholly diſ- 
appointed and deitroyed : for liam the young 
prince had embarked at Barfleur ſome time after 
his father, the mariners being all drunk, ſuffered 
the ſhip to run upon a rock, where it was daſhed to 
pieces: the prince made a ſhift to get info the 
boat, and was making to the ſhore, until forced 
back by the crics of his ſiſter, whom he received 
into the boat, ſo many others crowded in at the ſame 
time, that it was immediately overturned, There 
periſhed, beſide the prince, a natural ſon and 
daughter of the king's, his niece, and many other 
perſons of quality, together with all their atten- 
dants and ſervants, to the number of a hundred 
and forty, beſides fifty mariners, but one perſon 
eſcaping. 

Although the king ſurvived this crue] misfor- 
tune many years, yet he could never recover his 
former humour, but grew melancholy and moroſc 
however, in order to provide better for the peace 
and ſettlement of the kingdom after his death, 
about five months after the Joſs of his fon, hi 
former queen having died three years before, he 
married Adelais, a beautiful young lady of the 
family of Lorrain *, in hopes of ittuc by her, but 
never had any. 

The death of the prince gave occaſton to ſome 
new troubles in Normandy ; for the carls of Meu-— 
lant and Evreux, Hugh de Montfort, and other 
aſſociates, began to raiſe inſurrections there, 
which were thought to be privately fomented by 
the French king, out of enmity to king Henry, 


* She was daughter of Godfrey d luke of 3 or 


the Lower Lorrain. 
and 
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and in favour of William the fon of Robert, ts 
whom the earl of Anjcu had lately given 
1124 his daughter in marriage. But Milliam of 
7 ankerville, the king's lieutenant in Nor- 
mandy, ſurprizing the enemy's forces by an am- 
buſh, intirely routed them, took both the eatls 
priſoners, and ſent one of them ( Meulant) to his 
maſter ; but the count d' Evreux made his eſcape. 
1126. King Henry having now loſt hope of 
iſſue by his new queen, brought with him, on his 
return to England, his daughter Maude, who by 
the emperor's death had been lately left a widow 
and childleſs; and in a parliament or general 
aſſembly which he had ſummoned at //indſer, he 
cauſed the crown to be ſettled on her and her 
children, and made all his nobles take a ſolemn 
cath to defend her title. This was performed by 


none with ſo much forwardneſs as Stephen earl of 


Boulogne, who was obſerved to ſhew a more than 
ordinary zeal in the matter. This young lord 

was the king's nephew, being ſecond ſon of the 
carl of Blois by Adela the Conqueror's daughter: 
he was in high favour with the king his uncle, 
who had married him to the daughter and heireſs 
of the earl of Boulogne, given him great poſſeſ- 
lions in England, and made him indeed too pow- 
erful for a ſubject. 

The king having thus fixed the ſucceſſion of the 
crown in his daughter by an act of ſettlement and 
an oath of fealty, looked about to provide her 
with a ſecond huſband, and at length determined 
his choice in G-of7y Plantagenet earl of Anjou, the 
lon of Fulk lately deceaſed. 

This prince, whoſe dominions confined on 
France and Normandy, was uſually courted for an 
ally by both kings in their ſeveral quarrels ; but 
having little faith or honour, he never ſcrupled to 

change 


„ 


change ſides as often as he ſaw or conceived it for 


his advantage. After the great victory over the 


French, he cloſed in with king Henry, and gave 
his daughter to the young prince //7//zam ; yet at 
the ſame time, by the private encouragement of 
Louis, he prevailed on the king of England to be 
eaſy in the conditions of a peace. Upon the un- 
fortunate loſs of the prince, and the troubles in 
Normandy thereupon, he tell again from the king, 
gave his other daughter to //7//iam the ſon of 
Robert, and ſtruck up with France to take that 
prince again into protection. But dying ſoon 
after, and leaving his {on Geoffry to ſucceed in that 
earldom, the king was of opinion he could not 
any where beſtow his daughter with more advan- 
tage, both for the ſecurity and enlargement of his 
dominions, than by giving her to this earl; by 
which marriage 41jou would become an acquiſition 
to Normandy, and this be a more equal match to fo 
formidable a neighbour as France, In a ſhort time 
the marriage was concluded; and this carl Geary 
had the honour to introduce into the royal family 
of England the ſurname of Plartagenet, borne by 
ſo many ſucceeding kings, which began with 
Henry II. who was the eldeſt ſon of this marriage. 

But the king of France was in great diſcontent 
at this match: he eaſily foreſaw the diſmal conſe- 
quences to himſelf and his ſucceſſors from ſuch an 
increaſe of dominion united to the crown of Eng- 
land : he knew what impreſſions might be made in 
future times to the ſhaking of his throne by an 
aſpiring and warlike king, if they ſhould happen 
in a weak reign, or upon any great diſcontents 
in that kingdom, Which conjectures being highly 
reaſonable (and ſince often verified by events) he 
caſt about to find ſome way of driving the king of 
England intirely out of France ; but having neither 

Vol. VI. 8 pretext 
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pretext nor ſtomach in the midſt of a peace to 
begin an open and formal quarrel, there fell out 
an accident which gave him plauſible occaſion of 
purſuing his deſign. 

Charles the Good earl of Flanders having been 
lately murdered by ſome of his ſubjects, upon pri- 
vate revenge, the king of France went in perſon 
to take revenge of the aſlaſſins ; which he per- 
formed with great juſtice and honour. But the 
late earl leaving no heir of his body, and ſeveral 
competitors appearing to diſpute the ſucceſhon, 
Louis rejected ſome others who ſeemed to have 2 
fairer title, and adjudged it to Milliam the ſon of 
Robert, the better to ſecure him to his intereſts 
upon any deſign he might engage in againſt the 
king of England, Not content with this, he 
aſſiſted the earl in perſon, ſubdued his rivals, and 
left him in peaceable poſleſſion of his new domi- 
nion. 

King Henry, on the other ſide, was very appre- 
henſive of his nephew's greatneſs, well knowing 
to what end it was directed ; however, he ſeemed 
not to regard it, contenting himſelf to give the 
carl employment at home by privately nouriſhing 
the diſcontents of kis new ſubjects, and abetting 
under- hand another pretender : for William had fo 
intirely Joſt the hearts of his people, by his into- 
ierable avarice and exaCtions, that the principal 
wwns in Flanders revolted from him, and invited 
Thierrie earl of Alſace to be their governor. But 
tiie king of France generouſly reſolved to appear 
once more in his defence, and took his third ex- 
pedition into Flanders for that purpoſe. He had 
marched as far as Arto;s, when he was ſuddenly 
recalled to defend his own dominions from the 
fury of a powerful and provoked invader : for 
Flenry king of England, moved with indignation 

| te 
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to fee the French king in the midſt of a peace fo 
frequently and openly ſupporting his moſt dange- 
rous enemy, thought it the beſt way to divert 
Louis from kindling a fire againſt him abroad, by 
forcing him to extinguith ene at home: he there- 
fore entered into the bowels of France, ravaging 
and laying waſte all before him, and quickly 
grew ſo formidable, that the French king to pur- 
chaſe a peace was forced to promiſe never more 
to aſſiſt or favour the earl of Flanders ; however, 
as it fell out, this article proved to be wholl 
needleſs ; for the young earl ſoon after gave battle 
to Thierrie, and put his whole army to the rout ; 
but puriuing his victory, he received a wound in 
his wriſt, which by the unſkilfulneſs of a ſurgeon, 
coſt him his life *. | 

This one ſlight inconſiderable accident did, in 
all probability, put a ſtop to very great events ; 
for if that young prince had ſurvived his victory, 
it is hardly to be doubted but through the juſtneſs 
of his cauſe, the reputation of his valour, and the 
aſſiſtance of the king of France, he would in a 
little time have recovered Normandy, and perhaps 
his father's liberty, which were the two deſigns 
he had in agitation; nor could he well have 
miſled the crown of England after the king's death, 
who was now in his decline, when he had ſo fair 
a title, and no competitors in view but a woman 
and an infant. 

1129. Upon the king's return from Mormandy, 
a great council of the clergy was held at London, 
for the puniſhing of prieſts who lived in concu- 


* The lance paſſed through or under the ball of his 


thumb into his wriſt, The wound gangrening, he died 
within five days, 
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binage 4, which was the great grievance of the 
Church in thoſe ages, and had been condemned 


by 


+ For celibacy was now placed among the firſt of 
eccleſiaſtic virtues, Not concubines only but wives 
were deemed a reproach to the facred order ; and ca- 
nons were made for inflicting equal puniſhments on 
clergymen who cohabited with either : nay, the wives 
of prieſts were denicd to be wives, and degraded into 
the rank of concubines. 

At ſome preceding councils in this reign, ſevere de- 
crees paſſed to reſtrain eceleſiaſtics from matrimony, and 
to chaſtiſe thoſe who being married ſhould neglect to re- 
pudiate their wives. If a prieſt, deacon, ſubdcacon, &c. 
ſhould ſuffer any woman, except a mother, ſiſter, aunt or per- 
ſen equally unſuſpected, to dwell in the houſe with him, he 
was to be puniſhed with /o/5 of benefice and Hos of his or- 
der, and the concubinary or ſuſpected female to be ar- 
reſted, diſciplined, or reduced to 22 ſlave. | Concil. Lond. 
anno 1126. c. 13. — L eſimonaſt. anno 1127. c. „ .] Theſe 
were laws which the policy of Rome ſuggeſted, but 
which the king and lay barons might not fully ap- 
prove. They were laws that could not, however, Fo 
put generally in execution, conſidering the number and 
power of the married clergy at this time (to whoſe 
claim of the honourable and undefiled bed the laſt blow 
had not yet been given) without the aid and concur- 


rence of the civil power: the king ſeemed ready to co 
operate, and found his advantage in ſo doing In the 


very beginning of his reign, he was remarkably active 
in enforcing the new canons againſt clerical inconti- 
nency, by levying fines on the tranſgreſſors, without 
waiting for their conviction in an eccleſiaſtical court, 
or rather in lieu of the penalties which ſuch court 
might inflict. 

'This was thought an invaſion of: he ſpiritual power, 
and beſides a motive of avarice was ſuppoſed to lurk 
under the zeal he pretended for: de chaſtity of the 
Church, An/clz, though lately reid to royal favour, 


4 and 


E 


by ſeveral canons. This aſſembly thinking to 
take a more e'loctual courts againit that abomina- 


tion, as it was called, decreed i-vere penalties 


upon thoſe Who Should be guilty of breaking it, 
intreating the ing to ſee the law put in exccution z 
which he very readily undertook, but performed 
otherwiſe than was expected, eluding the force of 
the law by an evaſion to his own advantage: for 
exacting finds of the delinquent prieſts, he ſuffered 
them to keep their concubines without further 


and to the poiteſſion of the revenues of his ſee, could 
not brco% luch proceedings: he diſpatched out of Nor- 
mandy a chiding epifile to the king. A ſhort extract 
from it may ſhew the ſpirit oi the man, and the {tyle 
in which biſhops durſt admonith their ſovereigns. Au- 
ce dio quod veſtra excellentia vindictam exercet ſuper 
preſbyteros Angliæ, et forisfacturam exigit ab 1's qui 
non ſervaverunt preceptum concilii, quod ego cum 
veſtro favore tenui apud Lundoniam cum aliis epiſ- 
copis, Sc. quod hactenus inauditum & inuſitatum 
in ecclehi Dei de ullo rege & de aliquo principe. 
Non enim pertinet—hujuſmodi culpam vindicare, 
niſi ad hngulos epiſcopos—aut, ſi & epiſcopi in hoc 
negligentes fuerint, ad archiepiſcopum & primatem 
precor igitur -& conſulo, — ne vos contra eccleſi- 
aſticam conſuetudinem in tam grave peccatum mit- 
tatis - dico enim vobis, quod valdè timere debetis, 
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negotia ; ut taceam, quantum noceat animæ, quan- 
tum poſtea perturbabit.” The king, after ſuch an 
increpation, was cautious of interfering with eceleſia- 
ſtical diſcipline Freſh ſynods threw out more invec- 
tives and fiercer menaces againſt the concubinage, under 
which term was included the marriage of clerks ; but 
the evil was ſtill unremoved. Thus matters ſtood be- 
fore the opening o the council of London in 1120, 
whoſe impolitic maz2gement is here cenſured by Dr. 
Savift, | 
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diſturbance. A very unaccountable ſtep in ſo wiſe 
a body for their own concernments, as the clergy 
of thoſe times is lookt upon to have been ; and 
although perhaps the fact be not worth recording, 
it may ſerve as a leſſon to all afſemblies never to 
truſt the execution of a law in the hands of thoſe 


who will find it more to their intereſts to ſee it 
broken than obſerved *. 


1132. The empreſs Maude was now happily 
delivered of a ſon, who was afterwards king of 
England by the name of Hen the Second: and 


* The king might now, it ſeems, animadvert upon 
licentious and married prieſts without fear of a primate's 
reprimand ; the Church itſelf had reſigned this branch 
of her diſcipline to him: but he was far from anſwer. 
ing the warm expectations of the advocates for celibacy. 
Fines indeed he exacted from ſuch as treſpaſſed againſt 
the canons: this was a happy expedient for repleniſh- 
ing his coffers; but when thoſe ſines had been paid by 
clerks under cenſure, he connived at their retaining 
wipes, and indulged them the protection of the civil 
power. For we muſt not ſay with Alfred and other 
Jeſuits, that he connived at their keeping ſtrumpets, 
notwithſtanding that the term focariz, uſed by Matthew 
Paris, may ſeem to favour ſuch reproach. Unxores is 
the appellation expreſsly given to thoſe ſpared and pitied 
domeſticks by Henry Huntingdon, Howedon, the Annals 
of Margan and of Waverley, and the Chronicon of He- 
ningford, [See Collier, Eccl. Hit. vol. 1. p. 322.] If 
it was an overſight in the clergy to intruſt the king 
with the execution of their laws againſt concubinage, 
Henry however acted on this occaſion, the good politi- 
cian, by diſpenſing with thoſe who could not bear a 
ſeparation from their wives, It was not his buſineſs to 
extinguiſh connubial love, or deſtroy family connexions 
in that order, A married clergy, he might reaſonably 
imagine, would never become ſlaves to Reme, nor con- 


ſpire with any pope to ſubvert the civil conſtitution, 
the 
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the king calling a parliament, had the oath of 
fealty repeated by the nobles and clergy to her 
and her iſſue, which in the compaſs of three years 
they all broke or forgot. 

I134. I think it may deſerve a place in this 
hiſtory to mention the laſt ſcene of duke Robert's 
life, who, either through the poorneſs or great- 
neſs of ſpirit, having outlived the loſs of his 


honour, his dominions, his liberty, his eye-ſ{1ght, 


and his only ſon, was at laſt forced to ſink under 
the load of eighty years, and mult be allowed for 
the greateſb example either of inſenſibility or con- 
tempt of earthly things, that ever appeared in a 
ſovereign or private perſon. He was a prince 
hardly equalled by any in his time for valour, 
conduct, and courteſy ; but his ruin began from 
the eaſineſs of his nature, which whoever knew 
how to manage, were ſure to be refuſed nothing 
they could aſk. By ſuch profuſion he was reduced 
to thoſe unhappy expedients of remitting his rights 
for a penſion, of pawning his towns, and mul- 
tiplying taxes, which brought him into hatred and 
contempt with his ſubjects; neither do I think 
any virtue ſo little commendable in a ſovereign as 
that of liberality, where it exceeds what his ordi- 
nary revenues can ſupply; where it paſles thoſe 
bounds, his ſubjects muſt all be oppreſſed to ſhew 
his bounty to a few flatterers, or he mult ſell his 
towns, or baſely renounce his rights, by becoming 
penſioner to ſome powerful prince in the neigh- 
bourhood ; all which we have lived to ſee per- 
formed by a late monarch in our own time and 
country. 

1135. Since the reduction of Normandy to the 
king's obedience, he found it neceſſary tor his 
affairs to ſpend in that duchy ſome part of his time 
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almoſt every year, and a little before the death of 
Robert he made his laſt voyage there. It was ob- 
ſervable in this prince, that having ſome years 
paſt very narrowly eſcaped ſhipwreck in his paſſage 
from Normandy into England, the ſenſe of his 
danger had made very deep impreſſions on his 
mind, which he diſcovercd by a gieat reformation 
in his life, ty redreſſing ſeveral grievances, and 
doi: g many acts of piety ; and to ſhew the ſteadi- 
neſs of his reſolutions, he kept them to the laſt, 
making a progreſs thiougb moſt parts of Normandy, 
treating his ſubjeRs in all places with great fami- 
liarity and kindneſs, granting their petitions, 
eaſing their taxes, and, in a word, giving all 
poſſible marks of a religious, wiſe, and gracious 
prince. 

Returning to St. Denys le Forment from his pro- 
greſs a little indiſpoſed, he there fell into a fever 
upon a ſurfeit of lamprey, which in a few days 
ended his life. His body was conveyed to England, 
and buried at Reading in the abbey-church him- 
ſelf had founded, 

It is hard to affirm any thing peculiar of this 
prince's character; thoſe authors who have at- 
tempted it mentioning very little but what was com- 
mon to him with thouſands of other men; neither 
have they recorded any of thoſe perſonal circum- 
ſtances or paſſages, which only can diſcover ſuch 
qualities of the mind as moſt diſtinguiſh one man 
from another. 'T heſe defects may perhaps appear 
in the ſtories of many ſucceeding kings ; which 
makes me hope I ſhall not be altogether blamed 
for ſometimes diſappointing the reader in a point 
wherein I could wiſh to be the moſt exact. 

As to his perſon, he is deſcribed to be of mid- 
dle ſtature; his body ſtrong ſet and fleſhy ; his 
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hair black; his eyes large ; his countenance 
amiable, and very pleaſant, eſpecially when he 
was merry. He was temperate in meat and drink, 

and a hater of effeminacy, a vice or folly much 
complained of in his time, eſpecially that circum- 
ſtance of long artificial hair, which he forbad 
upon ſevere penalties. His three principal virtues 
were prudence, vaiour, and eloquence, T hele 
were counterbalanced by three great vices z ava- 
rice, cruclty, and luft ; of which the firſt is proved 
by the frequency of his taxes; the ſecond by his 
treatment ot duke Robert; and the laſt was noto- 
rious. But the proof of his virtues doth not de— 
pend on fingle inſtances, manifeſting themſelves 
through the whole courſe of a long reign, which 
Was hard'y attended by any misfortune that pru- 
dence, juitice, or valour could prevent. He came 
to the crown at a ripe age, when he hai paſſed 
thirty years, having learned, in his private life, 
to ſtruggle with hardſhips, whereof he had his 
ſhare, from the capriciouſneſs and injuſtice of both 
his brothers; and by obſerving their failures, he 
had learned to avoid them in himſelf, being ſleady 
and uniform in his whole conduct, ich were 
qualities they both ſeemed chiefly ro want. This 
likewiſe made him ſo very tenacious as he was 
obſerved to be in his love and hatred, He was 
a ſtrict obſerver of juſtice, Which he icems never 
to have violated, but in that particular cate, which 
political caſuiſts are pleaſed to diſpenſe with, 
where the diſpute is about a crown. In that he + 
* * * * * * 


+ Here the ſentence breaks off ſhort, and is left un- 
Kniſhed. 
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Conſider him as a private man, he was pet 
haps the moſt accompliſhed perſon of his age, 
having a facetious wit, cultivated by learning, 
and advanced with a great ſhare of natural elo- 
quence, which was his peculiar talent: and it 
was no doubt the ſenſe he had of this laſt perfec- 
tion in himſelf, that put him ſo often upon calling 
together the great councils of the nation, where 
natural oratory is of moſt figure a as well as uſe. 
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23 H E veneration which people are ſuppoſed 
naturally to pay to a right line, and a lawful title 
in their kings, muſt be upheld by a long uninter- 
rupted ſucceſſion, otherwiſe it quickly loſes opi- 
nion, upon which the ſtrength of it, although 
not the juſtice, is entirely founded: and where 
breaches have been already made in the lineal de- 
ſcent, there is little ſecurity in a good title (though 
confirmed by promiſes and oaths) where the law- 
ful heir is abſent, and a popular aſpiring preten- 
der near at hand. This, I think, may paſs for a 
maxim, if any conſequences drawn from hiſtory 
can pretend to be called fo, having been verified 
- ſucceſſively three times in this kingdom, I mean by 
the two preceding kings, and by the prince 
whoſe reign we are now writing, Neither can 
this obſervation be juſtly controuled by any in- 
ſtances brought of future princes, who being ab- 
ſent at their predeceſſor's death, have peaceably 
ſucceeded, the circumſtances being very different in 
every caſe, either by the weakneſs or juſtice of 
pretenders, or elſe by the long eſtabliſhment of 
lineal ſucceſſion, 

1135. Stephen earl of Boulogne, whoſe deſcent 
hath been already ſhewn in the foregoing reign, 
was the ſecond of three brothers, whereof the eldeſt 
was Theobald earl of Blois, a ſovereign prince, and 
Henry the youngeſt was biſhop of J/inchefler, and 
| Pope's legate in England. At the time of king 
Henry's death, his daughter the empreſs was =o 
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her huſband the carl of Anjou, a grave and cau- 
tious prince, altogether unqualiſcd for ſudden 
enterprizes: but earl Stethen, who had attended 
the king in his Jaſt expedition, made ſo great diſ- 
patch for England“, that the council had not 
time to meet and make any declaration about a 
ſucceſſor. When the lords were aflembled, the 
legate had already, by his credit and influence 
among them, brought over a great party to his 
brother's intereſts ; "and the ear] himſelf, knowing 
with what ſucceſs the like methods were uſed by 
his two laſt predeceffors, was very liberal of his 
promiſes to amend the laws, ſupport the church, 
and redreſs grievances: for all which the biſhop 
undertook to be guarantee. And thus was *tephen 
elected by thoſe very perſons who had ſo lately, 


and in fo ſolemn a manner, more than once {worn 


fealty to another. 

The motives whereby the nobility was ſwayed 
to proceed after this manner, were obvious enough. 
There had been a perpetual ſtruggle between them 
and their former kings in the defence of their li- 
berties; for the ſecurity whereof, they thought a 


king clected without other title, would be readier | 


to enter into ar y obligations, and being held in 
conſtant dependance, would be leis tempted te 
break them : therefore, as at his coronation they 
obtained full ſecurity by his taking new and addi- 
tional oaths in favour of their liberties, their oath 
of fealty to him was but conditional, to be of 
force no longer than he ſhould be true to thoſe 
ſtipulations, 


* Stephen was at Boulogne when he received the news 
of Henry's death. The lords preſent with the king at 
the time of his deceaſe, were the earls of G/ocefter, Sur- 
ry, and Leiceſter ; the counts of Moriagne and Meulant, 
and fome governors of caſtles. 
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But other reaſons were contrived and given 
out to ſatisfy the people : they were told it was an 
indignity for ſo noble a nation to be governed b 
a woman ; that the late king had promiſed to 
marry his daughter within the realm, and by con- 
ſent of parliament, neither of which was obſerved: 
and laſtly, Hug) Bigod, ſteward to king Henry, 
took a voluntary oath, before the archbiſhop of 
Canterb»ry, that his maſter, in his laſt ſickneſs, 
had, upon ſome diſpleaſure, diſinherited his daugh- 
ter, 

He received the crown with one great advan- 
tage that could beſt enable him to preſerve it: 
this was the polſleſſion of his uncle's treaſures, a- 
mounting to one hundred thouſand pounds, and 
reckoned as a prodigious ſum in thoſe days; by 
the help of which, without ever railing one tax 
upon the people, he defended an unjuſt title againſt 
the lawful heir during a perpetual conteſt of al- 
moſt twenty years. 

In order to defend himſelf againſt any ſudden 
invaſion, which he had cauſe enough to expect, 
he gave all men licence to build caſtles upon their 
lands, which proved a very miſtaken piece of po- 
liticks, although grounded upon ſome appearance 
of reaſon. The king ſuppoſed that no invader 
would venture to advance into the heart of his 
country without reducing every caſtle in his way, 
which muſt be a work of mich time and diſh- 
culty, nor would be able to afford men to block 
them up, and ſecure his retreat : which way of 
arguing may be good enough to a prince of an 
undiſputed title, and entirely | in the hearts of his 


ſubjects : but numerous caſtles are ill defenders 


of an uſurpation, being the common retreat of 
malecontents, where they can fly with ſecurity, 
and diſcover their affections as they pleaſe : by 
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which means the enemy, although beaten in the 
field, may ſtill preſerve his footing in the bowels 
of a country; may wait ſupplies from abroad, 
and prolong a war for many years : nor, while he 
is maſter of any caſtles, can he ever be at mercy 
by any ſudden misfortune ; but may be always in 
a condition of demanding terms for himſelf. "Theſe, 
and many other effects of ſo pernicious a counſel, 
the king found through the whole courſe of his 
reign; which was entirely ſpent in ſieges, revolts, 
ſurprizes, and ſurrenders, with very few battles, 
but no deciſive action: a period of much miſery 
and confuſion, which affords little that is memor- 
able for events, or uſeful for the inſtruction of 
poſterity. 

1136. The firſt conſiderable enemy that ap- 
peared againſt him was David king of Scots, who 
having taken the oath of fealty to Maude and her 
iſſue, being further engaged by the ties of blood, 
and ſtirred up through the perſuaſions of ſeveral 


Engliſh nobles, began to take up arms in her 


cauſe; and invading the northern parts, took 
Carliſle and Newca/?le; but upon the king's ſpeedy 
approach with his forces, a peace was preſently 
made, and the towns reſtered. However, the 
Scottiſh prince would, by no means, renounce his 
ſidel ity to the empreſs, by paying homage to Ste- 
phen ;, ſo that an expedient was found to have it 
performed by his eldeſt ſon: in conſideration ot 
which the king gave, or rather reſtored, to him 
the earldom of Huntington. 

Upon his return to London from this expedition, 
he happened to fall ſick of a lethargy, and it was 
confidently given out that he was dead. This 
report was, with great induſtry and artifice, diſ- 
perſed by his enemies, which quickly diſcovered 
the ill inclination of ſcveral lords, who, although 

they 
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they never believed the thing, yet made uſe of it 
for an occaſion or pretext to fortify their caſtles, 
which they refuſed to ſurrender to the king him- 
ſelf ; but Stephen was reſolved, as he ſaid, to con- 
vince them that he was alive and well; for com- 
ing againſt them before he was expected, he re- 
covered Exeter, Norwich *, and other fortified 
places, although not without much difficulty. 

It is obvious cnough to wonder how a prince 
of ſo much valour, and other excellent endow- 
ments, elected by the church and ſtate, after a 
compliance with all conditions they could impoſe 
on him, and in an age when ſo little regard was 
had to the lineal deſcent, laitly confirmed by the 
pope himſelf, ſhouid be ſoon deſerted and op- 
poſed by thoſe very perſons who had been the 
moſt inſtrumental to promote him. But, beſide 
his defeCtive title, and the undiſtinguiſhed liberty 
of building caſtles, there were three circumſtances 
which very much contributed to thoſe perpetual 
revolts of the nobles againſt him: firſt, that upon 
his coming to the crown he was very liberal in diſ- 
tributing lands and honours to ſeveral young gen- 
tlemen”of noble birth, who came to make their 
court, whereby he hoped to get the reputation of 
a generous prince, and to ſtrengthen his party a- 
gainſt the empreſs : but by this encouragement, the 
number of pretenders quickly grew too faſt upon 
him ; and when he had granted all he was able, 
he was forced to diſmiis the reſt with promiſes 
and excuſes, who, either out of envy or diſcon- 
tent, or elſe to mend their fortunes, never failed 
to become his enemies upon the firſt occaſion that 
offered. Secondly, when he had reduced ſeveral 
caſtles and towns which had given the firſt exam- 


* Hugh Bignd had ſeized Norwich caſtle. 
| ple 
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which means the enemy, although beaten in the 
field, may ſtill preſerve his footing in the bowels 
of a country; may wait ſupplies from abroad, 
and prolong a war for many years : nor, while he 
is maſter of any caſtles, can he ever be at mercy 
by any ſudden misfortune ;3 but may be always in 
a condition of demanding terms for himſelf. Theſe, 
and many other effects of ſo pernicious a counſel, 

the king found through the whole courſe of his 
reign 3 which was entirely ſpent in ſieges, revolts, 
ſurprizes, and ſurrenders, with very few battles, 
but no deciſive action: a period of much miſery 
and confuſion, which affords little that is memor- 
able for events, or uſeful for the inſtruction of 
poſterity. 

1136. The firſt conſiderable enemy that ap- 
peared againſt him was David king of Scots, who 
having taken the oath of fealty to Maude and her 
iſſue, being further engaged by the ties of blood, 
and ſtirred up through the perſuaſions of ſeveral 
Engliſh nobles, began to take up arms in her 
cauſe; and invading the northern parts, took 


Carlifle and Newcaſtle; but upon the king's ſpeedy 


approach with his forces, a peace was preſently 
made, and the towns reſtered. However, the 
Scottiſh prince would, by no means, renounce his 
ſidel ity to the empreſs, by paying homage to Ste- 
phen ; ſo that an expedient was found to have it 
performed by his eldeſt ſon: in conſideration ot 
which the king gave, or rather reſtored, to him 
the earldom of Huntington. 

Upon his return to London from this expedition, 
he happened to fall ſick of a lethargy, and it was 
confidently given out that he was dead. This 
report was, with great induſtry and artifice, diſ- 
perſed by his enemies, which quickly diſcovered 
the ill inclination of ſcveral lords, who, although 

they 
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they never belicved the thing, yet made uſe of it 
for an occaſion or pretext to fortify their caſtles, 
which they refuſed to ſurrender to the king him- 
ſelf ; but Stephen was reſolved, as he faid, to con- 
vince them that he was alive and well; for com- 
ing againſt them before he was expected, he re- 
covered Exeter, Norwich *, and other fortified 
places, although not without much difficulty, 

It is obvious cnough to wonder how a prince 
of ſo much valour, and other excellent endow- 
ments, elected by the church and tate, after a 
compliance with all conditions they could impole 
on him, and in an age when fo little regard was 
had to the lineal deſcent, laitly confirmed by the 
pope himſelf, ſhouid be ſoon deſerted and op- 
poſed by thoſe very perſons who had heen the 


moſt inſtrumental to promote him. But, beſide 


his defeCtive title, and the undiſtinguiſhed liberty 
of building caſtles, there were three circumſtances 
which very much contributed to thoſe perpetual 
revolts of the nobles againſt him: firſt, that upon 
his coming to the crown he was very liberal in dif- 


tributing lands and honours to ſeveral young gen- 


tlemen”of noble birth, who came to make their 
court, whereby he hoped to get the reputation of 
a generous prince, and to ſtrengthen his party a- 


gainſt the empreſs: but by this encouragement, the 


number of pretenders quickly grew too faſt upon 
him ; and when he had granted all he was able, 
he was forced to diſmiis the reſt with promiſes 
and excuſes, who, either out of envy or diſcon- 
tent, or elſe to mend their fortunes, never failed 
to become his enemies upon the firſt occaſion that 
offered. Secondly, when he had reduced ſeveral 
caſtles and towns which had given the firſt exam- 


* Hugh Bigod had ſeized Norwich caſtle. 
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ple of defection from him, he hardly inflicted the 


leaſt puniſhment on the authors; which unſea- 
ſonable mercy, that in another prince and another 
age would have been called greatneſs of ſpirit, 
paſſed in him for puſillanimity and fear, and 
is reckoned, by the writers of thoſe times, to 
have been the cauſe of many ſucceeding revolts. 
The thi:d circumſtance was of a different kind: 
for, obſerving how little good effect he had found 
by his liberality and indulgence, he would needs 
try the other extream, which was not his talent, 
He began to infringe the articles of his charter ; 
to recal or diſown the promiſes he had made ; and 
to repulſe petitioners with rough treatment, which 
was the more unacceptable by being new and un- 

expected. | 
1137. Mean time the earl of Anjou, who was 
not in a condition to aſſert his wife's title to Eng- 
land, hearing Stephen was employed at home, en- 
tered Normandy with ſmall force, and found it no 
difficult matter to ſeize ſeveral towns. The Nor- 
mans, in the preſent diſtraction of affairs, not 
well knowing what prince to obey, at laſt ſent 
an invitation to Theobald earl of Blois, king Ste- 
phen's eldeſt brother, to accept their dukedom 
upon the condition of protecting them from the 
preſent inſults of the ear] of Arjou. But before 
this matter could come to an iſſue, Stephen, who, 
upon reduction of the towns already mentioned, 
had found a ſhort interval of quiet from his Eng- 
iſh fubjeAs, arrived with unexpected ſpeed into 
Normandy ; where Geoffry of Anjou ſoon fled be- 
fore him, and the whole duchy came over to his 
obedience; for the further ſettlement whereof he 
made peace with the king of France; conſtituted 
his ſon Eu/lace duke of Normandy ; and made him 
{wear fealty to that prince, and do him homage. 
His brether Theobald, who began to expoſtulate 
upon 
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upon this diſappointment, he pacified with a pen- 
ſion of two thouſand marks *: and even the earl 
of Anjou himſelf, who in right of his wife, made 
demands of Seen for the kingdom of England, 
finding he was no equal mate h at preſent, Was 
perſuaded to become his penſioner for five thou- 
ſand more ÞF. 

Stephen, upon his return to Eugland, met with 
an account of new troubles from the north ; for 
the king of Scots, under pretence of obſerving his 
oath of fealty to the empreſs, infeſted the bor- 
ders, and frequen ly making crucl inroads, plun- 
dered and laid waſte all before him. 

1138. In order to revenge this baſe and perfidi- 
ous treatment, the king, in his march northward, 
ſat doven before Bedford, and took it after a ſiege 
of twenty days. This town was part of the earl. 
dom of Huntington, given by Stephen in the late 


peace to the eldeſt ſon of the Scottiſb king, for 


for which the young prince did has to him; 
and it was upon that account defended by a gar- 
riſon of Scots. Upon intelligence of this ſurren- 


der, king David, overcome with fury, entered 


Northumberland, where, letting looſe the rage of 
his ſoldiers, he permitted and encouraged them to 
commit all manner of inhumanitics ; which they 
performed in fo execrable a manner as would 
ſcarce be credible, if it were not atteſted by al- 
moſt the univerſal content of writers: they ript 


up women with child, drew out the infants, and 


* 'The mark of Nermandy is to be underſtood here. 
Such a penſion in that age was equivalent to one of 
31, 00 l. ſterling in the preſent. 

+ Five thouſand marks of ſilver coin was, in this 
reign, of the ſame value as the ſum of 7, 50 J. mo- 
dern currency is now. Here again the Normanic Mark 
ſeems to be uſed. 
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toſſed them upon the points of their lances : they 
murdered prieſts before the altars; then cutting 
the heads from off the crucifixes, in their ſtead 
put on the heads of thoſe they had murdered : 
with many other inſtances of monſtrous barbarity 
too foul to relate: but cruelty being uſually at- 
tended witn cowardice, this perfidious prince, 
upon the approach of king Stephen, fled into places 
of ſecurity. The king of England, finding no 
enemy on whom to employ his revenge, marched 
forward into the country, deſtroying with fire 
and ſword all the ſouthern parts; and would, in 
all probability, have made terrible impreſſions into 
the heart of Scotland, if he had not been ſuddenly 
recalled by a more dangerous fire at home, which 
had been kindled in his abſence, and was now 
broken out into a flame. 

Robert carl of Glocęſter, natural fon of the late 
king, came into England ſome time after the ad- 
vancement of Stephen to the crown; and, yield- 
ing to the neceſſity of the time, took the oath of 
fealty upon the ſame condition uſed by the other 
nobles, to be of force ſo long as the king ſhould 
keep his faith with him, and preſerve his dignity 
inviolate : but, being in his heart wholiy devoted 
to the intereſts ot the empreſs his ſiſter, and moved 
by the perſuaſions of ſeveral religious men, he 
had, with great ſecrecy and application, ſo far 
practiſed upon the levity or diſcontents of ſeveral 
lords, as to gain them to his party: for the kin 
had, of Jate, very much alienated the nobles 
againſt him; firſt, by ſeizing ſeveral of their per- 
ſons, and diſpoſleing them of their lands; and, 
ſecondly, by taking into his favour William D'*Ypres, 
2 Flemiſh commander of noble birt, but ba- 
niſhed by his prince. This man, with many of 
his followers, the king employed chiefly both in 

his 


his councils and his armies, and made him carl 
of Kent, to the great envy and diſpleaſure of his 
Engliſh ſubjects. The earl of Glocejler, therefore, 
and his accompliccs, having prepared all things 
neceſſary for an inſurrection, it was agreed among 
them, that while the king was engaged againſt 
the Scots, each of them ſhould ſecure what towns 
and caſtles they could, and openty declare for the 
empreſs, Accordingly earl Rzbert ſuddenly fortificd 
himſelf in Briſtol; the reſt followed his example; 
Hereford, Shrewſbury, Ludlau, Dover *, and many 
other places, were ſeized by ſeveral lords, and 
the defection grew fo formidable, that the king, 
to his great grief, was forced to leave his Scettifh 
expedition unfiniſhed, and return with all pot- 
ſible ſpeed to ſuppreſs the rebellion begun by his 
ſubjects : having firſt left the care of the north to 
Thurſflan archbithop of York ; wich orders carefully 
to obſerve the motions of the Scots. 

Whiltt the king was employed in the ſouth in 


reducing his diſcontented lords, and their caſtles, 


to his obedience, David, preſuming upon the dif- 
tance between them, re-entered England with 
more numerous forces, and greater deitgns, than 
before: for, without loſing more time than what 
was neceſſary to pillage and deſtroy the country 
as he marched, he reſolved to beſiege York, which, 
if he could Res to furrender, would ſerve as a 
convenient frontier againſt the Engizh. To this 


* Robert ear! of Glceter had been intruſted by Sze- 
þhen with the cuſtody of Dower ( 'aftle : but Nobert ly- 
ing now under 1cayy ſuſpicion, the King reſolved to 
ſecure that important fortreſs by force, ſent Matilda 
his queen to I: LY ſiege to it; to whom, after ſome 


defence, IZ ulcleliu, the deputy-covernor, ſurreudered 
It. 
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end, advancing near the city, and having pitched 
his tents, he ſat down before it with his whole 
army. In the mcan time archbiſhop Thurſton, 
having already ſummoned the nobles and gentry 
of the ſhire and parts adjacent, had, by powerful 
perſuaſions, incited them to defend their countr 

againſt a treacherous, bloody, and reſtleſs enemy: 
ſo that before the king of Scotland could make any 
progreſs in the ſiege, the whole power of the 
north was united againſt him, under the earl of 
Albemarl:, and ſeveral other nobles. Archbiſhop 
Thurſton happening to fall fick, could not go in 
perſon to the array, but ſent the biſhop of Dur- 
ham in his ſtead; by whoſe encouragements the 
Engpliſh, although in number far inferior, advanced 
boldy towards the e 5 and offered them bat- 
tle, which was as readily accepted by the Scots, 
who, ſending out a party of horſe to fecure the 
riſing ground, were immediately attacked by the 
Engliſh, and, after a ſharp diſpute, entirely de- 
feated. In the heat of the battle the king of 
Scots, and his fon Henry earl of Huntington, gave 
many proofs of great perſonal valour. I he young 
prince fell with ſuch fierceneſs upon a body of 
the Englilß, that he utterly broke and diſperſed 
them ; and was purſuing his victory, when a cer- 
tain man, bearing aloft the head ef an enemy he 
had cut off, eried out, It was the head of the 
Sco'ti/h king, which being heard and believed on 
both ſides, the ug ib, who had lately fled, ral- 
lied again, allaulting their enemies with new vi- 
gour; the Sc:ts, on the other ſide, diſcouraged by 
the ſuppoſed death of their prince, began to turn 
their backs: the king and his ſon uſed all endea- 
vours to ſtop their flight, and made ſeveral brave 
ſtands againſt the enemy; but the greateſt part of 


their army being ned, and themlclves almoſt en- 
compaſſed 
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compaſſed, they were forced to give way to for- 
tune, and with much dificulty made their eſcape, 

The loſs on the Exgliſb tide was inconſiderable; 
but of Scots, by general conſent of writers, ten 
thouſand were flain. And thus ended the war of 
the Standard, as it was uſually called by the au- 
thors of that age, becauſe the Engliſb, upon a 
certain engine, raiſed the maſt of a ſhip, on the 
top whereof, in a ſilver box, they put the conſe- 
crated wafer, and faſtened the ſtandards of St. 
Peter and other ſaints : this gave them courage, 
by remembring they were to fight in the preſence 
of God; and ſerved likewiſe for a mark where to 
re-aſſemble when they ſhould happen to be dif- 
perſed by any accident or misfortune. 

1139. Mean time the king was equally ſucceſs - 
ful againſt his rebellious lords at home, having 
taken moſt of their caſtles and ſtrong holds, and 
the earl of Gloceſler himſelf, no longer able to 
make any reſiſtance, withdrew into Normandy, to 
concert new meaſures with the empreſs his ſiſter. 
Thus the king had leiſure and opportunity for 
another expedition into Scotland, to puriue and 
1mprove his victory, where he met with no oppo- 
ſition: however, he was at length perſuaded with 
much difficulty to accept his own conditions of a 
peace; and David delivered up to him his eldeſt 
ſon Henry, as hoſtage for performance of articles 
between them. 

The king, in his return homeward, laid ſiege 
to Ludlow caſtle, which had not been reduced 
with the reſt : here prince Henry of Scotland, boil- 
ing with youth and valour, and expoſing his per- 
ſon upon all occaſions, was lifted from h's horſe 
by an iron grapple let down from the wall, and 
would have been hoiſted up into the caſtle, if 
the king had not immediately flown to his aſſi- 
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ſtance, and brought him off with his own hands 
by main force from the enemy, whom he ſoon 
compelled to ſurrender the caſte. 

1140. Stephen having thus ſubdued his invete- 
rate enemies the Scots, and reduced his rebellious 
nobles, began to entertain hopes of enjoying a 
little eaſe, But he was deſtined to the poſſeſſion 
of a crown with perpetual diſturbance ; for he 
was hardly returned from his northern expedition, 
when he reccived intelligence that the empreſs, 
accompanied by her brother the carl of Gizcefter, 
was preparing to come for England, in order to 
diſpute her title to the kingdom. The king, who 
knew by experience what a powerful party ſhe 
already had to efpouſe her intereſts, very rea- 
ſonably concluded, the defection from him would 
be much grea'er, when ſhe appeared in perſon to 
countenance and reward it; he therefore began 
again to repent of the licence he had granted for 
building caſtles, which were now like to prove 
ſo many places of ſecurity for his enemies, and 
fortifications againſt himſelf; for he knew not 
whom to truſt, vehemently ſuſpecting his nobles. 
ever ſince their laſt revolt. He therefore caſt 
about for ſome artifice to get into his hands as 


| many of their caſtles as he could : in the ſtrength 


and magnificence of which kind of ſtructures, 
the biſhops had fag outdone the reſt, and were 
upon that, as well as other accounts, very much 
maligned and envied by the temporal lords, who 
were extream jealous of the church's enereaſing 
power, and glad upon all occaſions to ſee the 
prelates h. umbled. The king, therefore, having 
formed his project, reſolved to make trial where 
he could foreſee leaſt danger in the conſequences. 
At a parliament or aſſembly of nobles at Oxford, 
ic was Contiived to raiſe a quarrel between the 

ſervants 
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ſervants of ſome biſhops and thoſe of Alun count of 
Dinan in Bretagne, upon a contention of rooms in 
their inns. Stephen took hold of this avdantage, 
ſent for the biſhops, taxed them with breaking 
his peace, and demanded the keys of their caſtles, 
adding threats of impriſonment if they dared to 
difobey. Thoſe whom the king chiefly ſuſpected, 
or rather who had built the moſt and ſtrongeſt 
caſtles, were Reger biſhop of 8a';/oury, with his 
nephew and natural ſon the biſnops of EH and 
Lincoln, whom the king, by many circumſtances 
of rizor, compelled to ſurrender, going himſelf 
in perſon to ſeize the Devizes *, then eſteemed 
the nobleſt ſtructure of Europe, and built by the 
tore-mentioned biſhop Reger, whoſe treaſure, to 
the value of forty thouſand marks t> there like- 
wiſe depoſited, fell, at the ſame time, into the 
king's hand, which in a few days broke the bi— 
{hop's heart, already worn with age and infirmity. 

It may, perhaps, not be thought a digreſſion to 
ſay ſomething of the fortunes of this prelate, who, 
from the loweſt beginnings, came to be, without 
diſpute, the greateſt churchman of any ſubject in 
his age. It happened that the late king Henry, 
in the reign of his brother, being at a village in 
N:ermandy, wanted a prieſt to ſay maſs before him 
and his train, when this man, who was a poor 
curate thereabouts, offered his ſervice, and per- 
formed it with ſo much dexterity and ſpeed, that 


* According to Ordericus Vitalis this caſtle was de- 
fended by Maude of Ramſhury, the biſhop's concubine. 
Epiſcopi pellex principalem munitionem ſer uabæt. 

+ This prelate's treaſure is doubtleſs computed by 
the ſmaller or Sax: mark; the uſe of which fill pre- 
vailed in Euglaud and even thus computed, it amounts 
to a vaſt ſam, equal to about 116,350 J. of modern 
money, 
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the ſoldiers who attended the prince recommended 
him to their maſter, upon that account, as a 
very proper Chaplain for military men; but it 
ſeems he had other talents ; for having gotten into 
the prince's ſervice, he ſoon diſcovered great ap- 
plication and addreſs, much order and ceconomy 
in the manzgement of his maſter's fortunes, which 
were wholly left to his care. After Henry's ad- 
vancement to the crovn, this chaplain grew chief 
in bis favour and confidence: was made biſhop 
Saliſbury, chancellor of England, employed in all 
his moſt weighty affairs, 2nd uſually left vicege- 
rent of the realm while the king was abſent in 
Normandy. He was among the firſt that ſwore 
fealty to Maude and her iſſue; and among the 
firſt that revolted from her to Stephen, oſtering 
ſuch reaſons in council for ſetting her aſide, as, 
by the credit and opinion of his wiſdom, were 
very prevalent. But the king, in a few years, 
forgot all obligations, and the biſhop fell a ſacri- 
\ fice in his old age to thoſe treaſures he had been 
ſo long heaping up for its ſupport. A juſt re- 
ward for his ingratitude towards the prince that 
raiſed him, to be ruined by the ingratitude of 
another, waom he had been ſo very inſtrumental 
to raiſc. 

But Henry biſhop of T/inchefler, the pope's le- 
gate, not able to endure this violation of the 
church, called a council of all the prelates to meet 
at V incheſter, where the king being ſummoned, 
appeared by his advocate, who pleaded his cauſe 
with much learning; and the archbiſhop of Nauen 
coming to the council, declared his opinion, That 
although the canons did not allow the biſhops to 
poſſeſs caſtles, yet in dangerous times they ought 
to deliver them up to the king. This opinion 
Stephen followed very ſteadily, not yielding a tittle, 

although 
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although the legate his brother uſed all means, 
both rough and gentle, to work upon him. 

The council of biſhops broke up without other 
eftect than that of leaving in their minds an im- 
placable hatred to the king, in a very opportune 
juncture for the intereſts of M. nde, who, about 
this time, landed at Port/mouth with her brother 
Robert earl of Glxeſter., The whole force ſhe 
brought over for this expedition conſiſted but of 
one hundred and forty knights *; for ſhe truſted 
altogether in her cauſe and her friends. With 
this ſlender attendance ſhe went to Arundel, and 
was theie received into the caſtle by the widow 
of the late king; while ear] Robert, accompanied 
only by twenty men, marched boldly to his own 
city of Glocgſter, in order to raiſe forces for the 
empreſs, where the townſmen turned out the 
King's gariſons as ſoon as they heard of his ap- 
proach. 

King Stephen was not ſurprized at the news of 
the empreſs's arrival, being a thing he had al- 
ways counted upon, and was long preparing him- 
ſelf againſt. He was glad to hear how ill ſhe 
was provided, and reſolved to uſe the opportunity 
of her brother's abſence; for, haſting down to 
Arundel with a ſufficient ſtrength, he laid ſiege to 
the caſtle, in hopes, by ſecuring her perſon, to 
put a ſpeedy end to the war. 

But there wanted not ſome very near about the 
king, who, favouring the party of Maude, had 
credit enough to prevail with him not to venture 


* In theſe times none ſerved on horſeback but gen- 
tlemen or knights, in right of their ſieſs, or their re- 
preſentatives, called Men at Arms; and each of theſe 
was attended by at leaſt two ſervants or retainers 
mounted and armed, 
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time and reputation againſt an impregnable for- 
treſs, but rather, by withdrawing his torces, per- 
mit her to retire to ſome leſs fortified place, where 
ſhe might more eaſily fall into his hands. This 
advice the king took againſt his own opinion ; the 
empreſs fled out of Arundel by night; and, after 
frequent ſhifting her ſtages through ſeveral towns, 
which had already declared in her favour, fixt 
herſelf at laſt at Lincoln; where, having all things 
provided neceſſary for her defence, ſhe reſolved to 
continue, and expected a general revolt of the 
Exgliſb to her ſide, or the deciſion of war between 
the king and her brother. 

1141. But St-phen, who had purſued the em- 
preſs from place to place, hearing ſnhe had ſhut 
herſelf up in Lincoln, reſolved to give her no reſt ; 
and to help on his deſign, it fell out that the 
citizens in hatred to the earl of Che/fter, who com 
manded there for the empreſs, ſent a private invi- 
tation to the king, with promiſe to deliver the 
town and their governor into his hands. The 
king came accordingly and poſſeſſed himſelf of the 
town; but Maude and the earl made their eſcape 
a few days before. However, many great perſons 
of Maude's party remained priſoners to the king, 
and among the reſt the earl of Cheſter's wife, who 
was daughter to the earl of Glouce/ter. Theſe two 
earls reſolving to attempt the relief of their friends, 
marched with all their forces near Linceln, where 
they found the enemy drawn up and ready to 
receive them. The next morning, after battle 
oftered by the lords, and accepted by the king, 
both fides made ready to engage. The king 
having diſpoſed his cavalry on each wing, placed 
himſelf at the head of his foot, in whom he repoſed 
much confidence. The army of the lords was 
divided in three bodies; thoſe whom king 1 

ha 
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had baniſhed were placed in the middle, the earl 
of Cheſter led the van, and the ear] of Gloceſter 
commanded the rear. The battle was fought 
at firſt with equal advantage, and great obſtinacy 
on both ſides: at length the right wing of the 
king's horſe, preſſed by the carl of Cheſter, galloped 
away, not without ſuſpicion of treachery; the 
left followed the example. The king beheld their 
flight, and encouraging thoſe about him, fell with 
undaunted valour upon the enemy; and being 
for ſome time bravely ſeconded by his foot, did 
great execution. At length overpowered by num- 


S 
bers, his men began to diſperſe, and Stephen was 


left almoſt alone with his ſword in his hand, 
wherewith he oppoſed his perſon againſt a whole 
victorious army, nor durſt any be ſo hardy to ap- 
proach him; the ſword breaking, a citizen of 
Lincoln put into his hands a Dan! battle-ax *, 
with which . he {truck to the ground the earl of 
Chc/ter +, who preſumed to come within his reach. 
But this weapon likewiſe flying in pieces with the 
force of thoſe furious blows he dealt on ail ſides, 
a bold knight of the empreſs's party, named Wil- 
liam de Keynes, laid hold on his helmet, and im- 
mediately cried out to his fellows, I have got the 
king : Then the reſt ran in, and he was ; taken 
priſoner T. 

The king being thus ſecured, was preſented 
to the empreſs, then at Gloceſter, and by her orders 
conveyed to Briſtal, where he continued in ſtrict 
cuſtody nine months, although with honourable 
treatment for ſome time, until either upon endea- 


* Sim. Dunelmenſis. 
+ The earl of Che/er lived nevertheleſs to fight other 
battles, and died twelve years afterwards by poiſon. 
1 Gert dad. 
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vouring to make his eſcape, or in malice to the 
Londiners, who had a great affection for their 
king, he was, by expreſs command from the em- 
preſs, laid in irons, and uſed with other circum- 
ſtances of ſeverity. 

This victory was followed by a general defection 
of almoit the whole kingdom; and the earl of 
Anjon, huſband to the empreſs, upon the fame of 
the king's defeat and impriſonment, reduced with- 
out any Ciihculty the whole duchy of Normandy 
to his obedience, 

The legate himſelf, although brother to king 
Steplen, received her at /?7:chiter with great 
ſolemnity, accepted her oath for governing with 
Juitice, redreſſing grievances, and ſupporting the 

rights of the Church, and took the 01d conditional 
one of fealty to der; then in an aflembly of 
biſhops and clergy convoked for the purpoſe, he 
diſplayed the miſcarriages of his brother, and de- 
clared his approbation of the empreſs to be queen; 
to which they unanimouſly agreed. To compleat 
all, he prevailed by his credit with the Londoners, 
who ſtood out the laſt of any, to acknowledge 
and receive her into the city, where ſhe ariived at 
length in great pomp, and with general fatis- 
faction. 

But it was the misfortune of this princeſs to 
poſſeſs many weakneſſes that are charged to the 
ſex, and very few of its commendable qualities : 
ſhe was now in peaceable poſſeſſion of the whole 
kingdom, except the county of Kent, where 
WYilliam D Ypres pretended to keep up a ſmall 
party for the king; when by her pride, wiltulneſs, 
indiſcretion, and a diſobli-ins behaviour, ſhe ſoon 
turned the hearts of all men inst her, and in a 
ſhort time loſt the fruits of that victory and iuc- 
ceſs which had bcen fo hardly gained by the pru- 
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dence- and valour of her excellent brother. The 
firſt occaſion ſhe took to diſcover the perverſeneſs 
of her nature, was in the treatment of Maude, 
the wife of king Stephen, a lady of great virtue, 
and courage above her ſex, who, coming to the 
empreſs an humble ſuitor in behalf of her huſ- 
band, offered, as a price of his liberty, that he 
ſhould reſign all pretenſions to the crown, and 
paſs the reſt of his life in exile, or in a convent : 
but this requeſt was rejected with ſcorn and re- 
proaches; and the queen finding all intreaties ta 
no purpoſe, writ to her ſon Zz/ace to let him 
underitand the ill ſucceſs of her Negoci: ation, that 
no relief was to be otherwiſe hoped for than by 
arms; and therefore adviſed him to raiſe immedi-— 
ately what forces he could for the relief of his 
father. 

Her next miſcarriage was towards the Len- 
doners, who preſented her a pet ition for redreſſing 
certain rigorous laws of her father, and reſtoring 
thoſe of Etuward the Confefjor. i he empreſs put 
them off for a time with excuſes, but at lait dif- 
covered ſome Cilpleature at their importunity. 
The citizens, who had with much difliculty been 

perſuaded to receive her againſt their inclinations, 
_ Which ſtood wholly for the King, were moved with 
indignation at her unreaſonable refuſal of their 
juſt demands, and entered into a conſpiracy to 
ſeize her perſon. But the had timely notice of 
their deſign, and leaving the city by night in dil- 
guiſe, fled to Oxford. 

A third falſe ſtep the empreſs made *, was in 
refuſing her new powerful friend the legate a 
favour he defired in the behalf of Err ce, the 
king's ſon, to grant him the Iands and honours 


* Willian of Malm:ſbury. 55 
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held by his father before he came to the crown; 
She had made large promiſes to this prelate, that 
ſhe would be directed in all things by his advice, 
and to be reſuſed upon his firſt application a- {mall 
favour for his own nephew, ſtung him to the 
quick; however, he governed his reſentments a 
while, but began at the ſame time to reſume his 
affection for his brother. Theſe thoughts were 
cultivated with great addreſs by queen Maude, 
who prevailed at jaſt fo far upon the legate, that 
private meaſures were agreed between chem for 
reſtoring Seen to his liberty and crown. The 
biſhop took leave of the empreſs, upon ſome 
plauſible pretence, and retired to Vincheſler, where 
he gave directions for ſupplying with me; and 
proviſions ſeveral ſtrong caſtles he had built in his 
dioceſe, while the queen with her fon Eu/tace 
prevailed with the Londoners and men of Kent to 
riſe in great numbers for the king ; and a power- 
ful army was quickly on foot, under the com- 
mand of William D' pres earl of Kent. 

In the mean time the empreſs began to be ſenſi- 
ble of the errors ſhe had committed; and in hope 
either to retrieve the friendſhip of the legate, or 
take him priſoner, marched with her army to 
Mincheſter, where being received and lodged in 
the caſtle, ſhe ſent immediately for the Te gate, 
ſpoke much in excuſe of what was paſt, and "uſed 


all endeavours to regain him to her intereſts. 


Biſhop Hen:y, on the other ſide, amuſed her with 
dubious anſwers, and kent her in ſuſpence for 
ſome days; but ſent prix -tely at the ſame time to 
the king's army, deſiring them to advance with 
all poſſible ſpecd ; which was executed with fo 
much diligence, that the empreſs and her brother 
had only time with their troops to march a back 
way out of the town, They were purſued by the 
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enemy ſo cloſe in the rear, that the empreſs had 
hardly time, by counterfeiting herſelf dead, to 
make her eſcape ; ; In which poſture ſhe was carried 
as a corpſe to Glicefter ; but the carl her brother, 
while he made what oppoſitien he could, with 
deſign to ſtop her purſuers, was himſelf taken 
priſoner, with great ſlaughter of his men. After 
the battle, the carl was in his turn prejented to 
queen AZande, and by her comm m_ {cat to Re- 
cheſter to be treated in the fame manner with the 
king. 

Thus the heads of both parties were cach in 
the power of his enemy, and Fortune ſeemed to 
have dealt with great equality between them. 
Two factions divided the whole kingdom, and, 
as it uſually happens, private animoſitics were in- 
flamed by the quarrel of the public; which intro- 
duced a miſerable face of things throughout the 
land, whereof the writers of our Euliſb ſtory give 
melancholy deſcriptions, not to be repeated in 
this hiſtory ; ſince the uſual effects of civil war 
are obvious to concetve, and tireſome as well as 
uſeleſs to relate. However, as the quarrel between 
the king and empreſs was grounded upon a cauſe 
that in its own nature little concerned the intereſts 
of the people, this was thought a convenient 
juncture for tranſacting a peace, to which there 
appeared an univerial diſpoſition. Scveral expe- 
dicnts were propoſed ; but carl Rebert would con- 
ſent upon no other terms than the depoling of 
Stephen, and immediate delivery of the crown to 
his ſiſter. Theſe debates laſted for ſome months, 
until the two priſoners, weary of their long con- 
ſtraint, by mutual conſent were exchanged for 
cach other, and all thought of agreement laid 


aſide. 
The 
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The king, upon recovery of his freedom, 
haſtened to London, to get ſupplies of men and 
money for renewing the war. He there found 
that his brother of //inche/ter had, in a council 
of biſtops and abbots, renounced all bediene to 
the em reſs, and perſuaded the »fembly to ollow 
his exa wple. The legate, in exculc for this pro- 
ceeding, loaded her with infamy, produced ſcveral 
inſtances wherein ſhe had broke n the oath ſhe 
took when he received her as qiiern, and upon 
which his obedience was 5 ſaid, he had 
received inſormation that ſhe had a deſign upon 
his life * 

it muſt be confeſſed that onths of fealty in this 
prince's reign were feeble ties for binding the ſub- 
ject to any reaſonable degree of obedience; and 


the warmeſt advocate for liberty cannot but allow, 


from thoſe examples here produccd, that it is very 
poilible for people to run upon great extremes in 
this matter, that a monarch may be too much 
limited, and a ſubject too little; whereof the con- 
ſequences have bcen fully as pernicious for the 
time as the worſt that can be apprehended from 
arbitrary power in all its heights, although not 
perhaps ſo laſting or ſo hard to be remedi ed; ſince 
all the TIES of this Kingdom, during the 
period we are treating of, were manifeitly owing 
to that continual violation of ſuch oaths of allegi- 
ance, as appear to have been contrived on pur- 
poſe by ambitious men to be broken at pleaſure, 
without the leaſt apprehenſion of perjury, and in 
the mean time keep the prince in a continual 


laviſh dependance. 


The carl of Ghoceſter, foon after his releaſe, 


went over into Nr mandy, where he found the carl 


* William of- Maim/ Sur. 
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of Anjou employed in compleating the conqueſt of 
that duchy; there he delivered him the ſons of 

ſeveral Engliſh noblemen, to be kept as hoſtages 

for their fathers fidelity to the empreſs, and uſed 

many arguments for perſuading him to come over 

in perſon with an army to her aſliſtance : but 

Geoffry excuſed himſelf by the importance of other 

affairs, and the danger of expoling the dominions 

he had newly acquired to rebellions in his abſence. 

However, he lent the earl of Glocefter a ſupply of 
four hundred men, and ſent along with him his 

eldeſt ſon Henry, to comfort his mother, and be 
ſhewn to the people. 

During the ſhort abſence of the earl of Ghceſter, 
the empreſs was cloſely beſieged in Oxford by the | 
king; and proviſions beginning to fail, ſhe was 
in cruel apprehenſions of falling into his hands. 

This gave her occaſion to put in practice the 

only talent wherein ſhe ſeemed to excel, which 

was that of contriving ſome little ſhift or ex- 
pedient to ſecure her perſon upon any ſudden 2414 
emergency. A long ſeaſon of froſt had made the 
Thames pallable upon the ice, and much ſnow la 
on the ground; Maude with ſome few attendants 
clad all in white, to avoid being diſcovered from 
the king's camp, croſſed the river at midnight on 
foot, and travelling all night, got ſafe to Walliug- 
ford caſtle, where her brother and young ſon 
Henry, newly returned from France, arrived ſoon 
after, to her great ſatisfaction : but Oxford imme- 
diately upon "the news of her flight, ſurrendered 
to the king. 

However, this diſgrace was fully compenſated 
ſoon after by another of the ſame kind, which 
happened to king Stephen; for whilſt he and his 
brother of /Zinche/ler were fortifying a nunnery at 
I/ilten, to bridle his enemies at Saliſbury, who 

Vor. VI, U very 
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very much haraſſed thoſe parts by their frequent 


excurſions, the earl of Geer, who watched all 
opportunities, came unaware with a ſtrong body 
of men, and ſet fire on the nunnery while the 
king himſelf was in it. Stephen, upon the ſudden 
ſurprize of the thing, wholly loſt or forgot his 
uſual courage, and fled ſhamefully away, leaving 
his ſoldiers to be cut in pieces by the earl. 

During the reſt of the war, although it laſted 
nine years longer, there is little memorable record- 
ed by any writer; whether the parties being pretty 
equal, and both ſufficiently tired with ſo long a 
contention, wanted vigor and ſpirit to make a tho- 
rough conqueſt, and only endeavoured to kee 
what they had, or whether the mwltitude of ſtrong 
caſtles, whoſe number daily increaſed, made it 
very difficult to end a war between two contend- 
ing powers almoſt in balance; let the cauſe be 
what it will, the whole time paſſed in mutual 
ſieges, ſurprizes, revolts, ſurrenders of fortified 
places, without any deciſive action, or other event 
of importance to be related. By which at length 
the very genius of the people became wholly bent 
upon a lite of ſpoil, robbery, and plunder ; many 
of the nobles, although pretending to hold their 
caſtles for the king or the empreſs, lived like 
petty independent princes in a perpetual ſtate of 
war againſt their neighbours ; the fields lay uncul- 
tivated, all the arts of civil life were baniſhed, no 
veneration left for ſacred perſons or things; in 


ſhort, no law, truth, or religion among men, 


but a ſcene of univerſal miſery, attended with all 
the conſequences of an embroiled and diſtracted 
ſtate, , , 

About the eleventh year of the king's reign, 
young Henry, now growing towards a man, was 
ſent for to France by a meſſage from his father, 
| who 
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who was defirous to ſee him; but left a conſide- 
rable party in England, to adhere to his intereſts ; 
and in a ſhort time after (as ſome write *) the 
empreſs herſelf grown weary of contending any 
longer in a cauſe where ſhe had met with nothing 
but misfortunes of her own procuring, left the 
kingdom likewiſe, and retired to her huſband, 
Nor was this the only good fortune that befel 
Stephen; for before the year ended, the main prop 
and pillar of his enemies was taken away by death ; 
this was Robert earl of Gloceſler, than whom there 
have been few private perſons known in the world 
that deſerve a fairer place and character in the 
reziſters of time, for his inviolable faith, diſinter- 
eſted friendſhip, indefatigable zcal, and firm con- 
ſtancy to the cauſe he eſpouſed, and unparalleled 
generoſity in the conduct thereof: he adhered to 
his ſiſter in all her fortunes, to the ruin of his own; 
he placed a crown upon her head ; and when ſhe 
loſt it by her folly and perverſeneſs, refuſed the 
greateſt offers from a victorious enemy, who had 
him in his power, and choſe to continue a priſoner 
rather than recover his liberty by any hazard to 
her pretenſions: he bore up her ſinking title in 
ſpight of her own frequent miſcarriages, and at 
laſt died in her cauſe by a fever contracted with 
perpetual toils for her ſervice. An example fit 
to be ſhewn the world, although few perhaps are 
like to follow it; but however, a ſmal! tribute of 
praiſe, juſtly due to extraordinary virtue, may 
prove no ill expedient to encourage imitation. 
But the death of this lord, together with the 
abſence of the empreſs and her fon in France, added 
very little to the quiet or ſecurity of the king. 
For the earl of Gloceſter, ſuſpeRing the fidelity of 


* GCirvas. 


U 2 the 


* 


( 292) 


the lords, had, with great ſagacity, delivered their 
ſons to the earl of Anjou, to be kept as pledges for 
their fathers' fidelity, as we have before related: 
by which means a powerful party was ſtill kept 
up againſt Stephen, too ſtrong to be ſuddenly 
broken. Beſides, he had, by an unuſual ſtrain of 
his conduct, lately loſt much good will, as well 
as reputation, in committing an act of violence 
and fraud on the perſon of the earl of Che/ter, a 
principal adherent of the empreſs. This noble- 
man, of great power and poſſeſſions, had newly 
reconciled himſelf to Stephen, and came to his 
court at Northampton, where, againſt all laws of 
hoſpitality, as well as common faith and juſtice, 
he was committed to priſon, and forced to bu 
his liberty with the ſurrender of Lincoln, and all 
his other places, into the king's hands. 
Affairs continued in this turbulent poſture 
about two years, the nobles neither truſting the 
king nor each other. The number of caſtles ſtil} 


cncreaſed, which every man who had any poſſeſſi- 


ons was forced to build, or elſe become a 

1149 prey to his powerful neighbours. This 
was thought a convenient juncture, by 

the empreſs and her friends, for ſending young 
prince Henry to try his fortune in England, where 
he landed at the head of a conſiderable number 
of horſe and foot, although he was then but ſix- 
tecn years old, Immediately after his arrival he 
went to Carliſſe, where he met his couſin David 
| king of Scots, by whom he was made knight, after 
the uſual cuſtom of young princes and noblemen 
in that age. The king of England, who had 
ſoon intelligence of Heury's landing and motion, 
marched down to ſecure Yori, againſt which he 
expected the firſt attempt of his enemy was de- 
boned, But, whateyer the cauſe might be {wherein 
e Ms 
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the writers of thoſe ages are either ſilent or unſa- 
tisfactory) both armics remained at that ſecure 
diſtance "bs three months, after which 

Henry returned back to Normandy, leaving 1150 
the kingdom in the ſtate of confuſion he 

found it at his coming. 

The fortunes of this young prince Henry Hitz 
empreſs now began to advance by great and ſudden 
ſteps, whereof it will be no diercfion to inform the 
reader, as well upon the connexion they have 
with the affairs at home about this time, as be- 
cauſe they concern the immediate ſucceſſor to the 
crown. 

- 1151. Prince Henry's voyage to France was 
ſoon followed by the death of his father Ger 
earl of Anjou, whereby the ſon became 
poſſeſſed of that earidom, together with 1152 
The duchy of Normandy; but in a ſhort 
time after he very much enlarged his dominions 
by a marriage, in which he conſulted his reputa- 
tion leſs than his advantage. For Louis the Young, 
king of France, was lately divorced from his wiie 
Eleanor, who, as the French writers relate, bore 
a great contempt and hatred to her huſband, and 
had long deſired ſuch a ſeparation. Other au- 
thors give her not ſo fair a character: but what- 
ever might be tne real cauſe, the pretext was con- 
ſanguinity in the fourth degree ®. Henry was 


V 3 content 


Whether the pretext were affinity or conſanguinity, 
is not quite agreed among hiſtorians: but it ſeeins clear, 
that the real cauſe of the ſeparation was the jealouſy of 
the king, and his impatience under the ſcandal of her 
amours. The proceedings of a council ſummoned at 
Beaugenci, in the year 1, for the purpoſe of chis di- 
varce, are related by M. Baule, V/(10 '5 never more prolix 
than when he meets with ladies like Eleanor, — 

Or 


( 204 ) 


content to accept this lady with all her faults, and 
in her right + became duke of Aquitain, and carl 
of Bolte, very contulerable provinces, added to 
his other dominions. 

But the two kings of France and England began 
to apprehend much dan: ger from the ſudden great- 
neſs of a young ambitious prince; and their in- 
tereſts were jointly concerned to check his growth, 
Duke Hur) was now ready to fail for England, in 
a condition to aſtert his title upon more equal 
terms; when the king of France, in conjunction 
with Eu/?ace, king Stephen's ſon, and Ge, the 
duke's own brother, ſudde nly entered into his 
dominions with a mighty army; took the caſtle 
of Neumarch? by ſtorm, and laid ſiege to that of 
Angers, The duke, by this incident, was forced 


for beauty, learning, and gallantry. He gives us the 
harangue of the biſhop of Lergres in that aſſembly ; 
who took the liberty of inveighing bitterly againſt the 
lewdneſs of the queen. The archbiſhop of Bourdeaux, 
a more decent man, was for huſhing that charge, and 
propoſed anether more honourable motive for ſepara» 
tion, by fhewing that the king and queen were related 
in a degree wherein marriage is unlaw ful. The hint 
was taken; the proceedings changed; and on this 
ground a marriage, which for fourteen years had been 
unqueſtioned, was now pronounced void. IJ he queen 
being told what turn things had. taken, ſwooned, fell 
From her chair, continued above two hours ſpeechleſs : : 
at length, coming to herſelf, and turning her bright 
and blue eyes on the company preſent, ſhe ſaid, Oc. 

Vid: Bayle's Dict. article Louis VII. 

+ This Eleanor was daughter and heireſs of Millian 
the laſt duke of 4quizarn and earl Poitou. She made 
afterwards a great higure in England ; raiſed rebellion 
againſt the king her "huſband ; ſuffered long impriſon— 
ment; but ſurvived her troubles, her huſband, and her 
eldeſt ſon ' Ricvard |.) dying in the year 1203. 
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to lay aſide his thoughts of England, and march- 
ing boldly towards the enemy, reſolved to relieve 
the beſieged ; but finding they had already taken 
the caſtle, he thought it beſt to make a diverſion, 
by carrying the war into the enemy's country, 

where he left all to the mercy of his ſoldiers, ſur- 
prized and burnt ſeveral caſtles, and made great 
devaſtations wherever he came, This proceeding 
anſwered the end for which it was deſigned ; the 
king of France thought he had already done enough 
for his honour, and began to grow weary of a 
ruinous war, which was likely to be protracted. 
The conditions of a peace, by the intervention of 
ſome religious men, were ſoon ag-ced. The duke, 

after ſome time ſpent in ſettling his affairs, and 
preparing all things neceflary for his intended ex- 
pedition, ſet fail for England, where he landed f 
the ſame year in the depth of winter, with a 
hundred and forty knights, and three thouſand 
foot. 

Some time before Henry landed, the king had 
conceived a project to diſappoint his deſigns, by 
confirming the crown upon himſelf and his own 
poſterity ||. He ſent for the arch!.iſhop of Canter- 
bury, with ſeveral other prelates, and propofed 
that his ſon Euſlace ſhould be crowned king with 
all the uſual ſolemnity: but the biſhops abſolutely 
refuſed to perform the office, by expreſs orders 
from the pope, who was an enemy to Stephen, 
partly upon account of his unjuit or declining 
cauſe, but chiefly for his ſtrict alliance with the 
king of France, who was then engaged in a quar- 


The place where he landed is not 5 by 
our hiſtorians. It was probably in the weſt of EAHα]ud, 
as the firſt garriſon town he attacked was Malmſos 1. 

I Gervas, Hen. Huntingdon, 
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rel againſt that ſee, upon a very tender point re- 
lating to the revenues of vacant churches. The 
king and his ſon were both enraged at the biſhops 
refuſal, and kept them priſoners in the chamber 
where they aſſembled, with many threats to force 
them to a compliance, and ſome other circum- 
ſtances of rigour; but all to no purpoſe, ſo that 
he was at length forced to deſiſt, But the arch- 
biſhop, to avoid further vexation, fled the realm. 

This contrivance of crowning the ſon during 
the liſe and reign of the father, which appears fo 
abſurd in ſpeculation, was actually performed in 
the ſucceeding reign, and ſeems to have been taken 
up by thoſe two princes of French birth and ex- 
traction, in imitation of the like practice in their 
native country *, where it was uſual for kings 
grown old and infirm, or ſwayed by paternal in- 
dulgence, to reccive their eldeſt ſon into a ſhare 
of the adminiſtration, with the title of king; a 
cuſtom borrowed, no doubt, from the later empe- 
rors of Rome, who adopted their Czſars after the 
like manner. 

1153. The king was employed in his uſual 
exerciſe of beſieging caſtles when the news was 
brought of Henry's arrival. He left the work 
he was about, and marched directly againſt the 
duke, who was then ſat down before Malmeſbury. 
But Stephen forced him to raiſe the fiege, and im- 
mediately offered him battle. The duke, although 
his army was much encreaſed by continual revolts, 
thought it beſt to gain time, being ſtill in number 
far inferior to the king, and therefore kept himſelf 
ſtrongly entrenched,” There is ſome difference 
among writers about the particulars of this war : 
however, it is generally agreed, that in a ſhort 
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time after, the two armies met, and were prepared 
for battle, when the nobles on both fides, either 
dreading the conſequences, or weary of a tedious 
war, prevailed with the king and duke to agree 
to a truce for ſome days in order to a peace 
which was violently ' oppoſed by Euſtace, the King's 
fon, a youth of great ipirit and coura; ze, 6 becauſe 
he knew very well it could not be buil: bv: upon 
the ruin of his intereſts; and therefore indie he 
could not prevail, he left the army in + rage, 
and, attended by ſome followers, endeavoured to 
ſatiate his fury, by deſtroying he count in his 
march: But in a few davs, as ne izt -t dinner in 
a caſtle of his own, he fell ſuddenly dend, either 
through grief, madneſs, or poiſon, 

The truce was now 8 ind the duke 
began to renew the v. ith freſh vigour; but 
the king was wholly Adiſpirites upon this latal 
accident, nd now firit began to en train real 
thoughts of a peace. He had lotta ſor em he 
dearly loved, and with him he ieee 16510 the 
alliance of the French king, to Wheie fiber the 
young prince was married. ife had indeed aticther 
ſon left, but little eſteemed by the 1ob'es and 
people; nor as it appears, much regarded by his 
father. He was now in the decline © {1+ age, 
decayed in his health, foriaken by his 1ritends, 
who, ſince the death of Euſiace, fell daily from 
him ; and having no further care at heart tor his 
polterity, he thought it high time to ſeek repoſe 
for his perſon. The nobles ſoon obſerved this 
diſpoſition in their king, which was fo agreeable 
to their own ; therefore, by general conſent, 
Theobald archbiſhop of Canterbury was appointed 
mediator between both princes. Al! matters were 
ſoon agreed; an aſſembly of lords was convened 
at IF;uchc/er, where the king received the duke 

with 
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with great marks of courteſy and kindneſs, There 
the peace was confirmed by the king's charter, 
wherein are expreſſed the terms of agreement, 
But I ſhall relate only the principal. 

The king, by this charter, acknowledged Zenry 
for lawful ſucceſſor to the crown; in which capa- 
City all the nobles paid him homage : and Henry 
himſelf, with his party, paid h»mage to Szephen. 
There is likewiſe a reſervation for William, the 
king's ſon, of all the honours poſſeſſed by his fa- 
ther before he came to the crown. The king 
likewiſe acknowledges the obedience of his ſub- 
Jes to be no longer due to him than he ſhall ob- 
ſerve the conditions of this charter. And for the 
performance of theſe articles, the archbiſhops and 
bilhops were appointed guarantees. There were 
ſome other articles agreed on, which are not men- 
tioned in the charter; as, a general pardon ; a 
reſtitution, to the right owners, of thoſe lands 
and poſſeſſions, which had been uſurped in the 
time of the troubles; that all caſtles built during 
the war ſhould be razed to the ground, which 
are ſaid to have been above cleven hundred ; that 
the rights of the church jhould be preſerved; 
with other matters of leſs moment. 

Thus, by the prudence of archbiſhop Theobald, 
the moderation of the two princes engaged, and 
the univerſal inclination of the people, a happy 
period was put to this tedious and troubleſome 
war : men began to have the proſpect of a long 
peace; nor was it caſy to foreſee what could 
poſſibly ariſe to diſturb it; when diſcovery was 
made, by accident, of a moſt horrible piece of 
treachery, which, if it had met with ſucceſs, 
would have once more ſet the whole nation in a 
flame. The duke, after the peace, attended the 
king to London, to be ſhewn to the people as the 

undoubted 


I 


undoubted ſucceſſor to the crown; and having 
made a progreſs together through ſome other parts 
of the kingdom, they came to Canterleny; ; Where 
Henry received private n-tice of a deſign upon his 
life. It hath been already obſerved. that the 
king employed in his wars a body of Flenings, ta 
the great diſcontent of bis own ſubjects, with 
whom they were very ungracious. Theſe foreign- 
ers were much diſcontented at the peace, whereby 
they were likely to become uſeleſs and burthen- 
ſome to the preſent king, and hateful to the ſuc- 
ceſſor. To prevent which, the commanders among 
them began to practiſe upon the levity and ambi- 
tion of Milliam the king's fon, They urged the 
indignity he had received in being deprived of his 
birti-right ; oftered to ſupport his title by their 
valour, as they had done that of his father; and, 
as an earneſt of their intentions, to remove the 
chief impediment by diſpatching his rival out of 
the world. The voung prince was cafily wrought 
upon to be at the head of this confpiracy ; ; time 
and place were fixt; when, upon the day appointed, 

Willam broke his leg by a fall from his horſe ; 


and the conſpirators wanting their leader immedi- 


ately diſperſed. This diſappointment and delay, 
as It uſually happens among . conſpirators, were 
ſoon followed by a diſcovery of the whole plot, 
whereof the duke, with great diſcretion, made 
no other uſe than to confult his own ſafety ; 
therefore, without any ſhew of ſuſpicion or diſ- 
pleaſure, he took leave of the king, and returned 
to Normandy. 

1154. Stephen lived not above a year to ſhare 
the happineſs of this peace with his people, in. 
which time he made a progreſs through molt parts 


of the kingdom, where he gained univerſal love 
and 
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and veneration, by a moſt affable and courteous 
behaviour to all men. A few months after his 
return he went to Dover, to have an interview 
with the carl of Haudlers * ; where, after a ſhort 
ſickneſs, he died of the [has paſſion, together 
with his old diſtemper the hemorrhoids, upon the 
twenty-fitth day of Oz7cber, in the forty-ninth 
year of his age, and the nineteenth of his reign. 
He was a prince of wonderful endowments, 

both in body and mind: in bis perſon tall and 
graceſul, of great ſtrength as well as vigour : he 
had a large Portion of moſt virtues that can be 
uſeful in a king towrards the happineſs of his ſub- 
zects or himſelf; ; curicly and valour, liberality and 
clemency, in 2n eminent degree ; eſpecially the 
laſt, which he carried to an extreme, though very 
pardon: ble, yet hardly conſiſting with prudence, 
or his own ſafety. If we except his uſurpation 
of the crown, he mu be allowed a prince of 
great juſtice, Which moſt writers affirm to nave 
been always unblemiſhed, except in that ſingle 
inſtance : for, as to his treatment of the biſhops 
and tac ear} of Che/fer, it ſeems very excuſable by 
the neceſſity of the time; and it was the general 
opinion, if he had not uſed that proceeding with 
the latter, it would have coſt him his crown. 
Perhaps his injuſtice to the empreſs might likewiſe 
admit a little extenuotion. Four kings ſucceſſively 
had fat on the throne without any regard to lineal 
deſcent; a period beyond the memory of moſt 
men then alive; whereby the people had loſt 
much of that devotion they were uſed to bear 


*The earl of Flanders was a potent ſovereign on 
* 
the Continent, ard had landed at Ds ver, in order to 
mect and confer with the king. 


towards 
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towards an eſtabliſhed ſucceſſion : beſides, the 
government of a woman was then a thing un- 
known, and for that reaſon diſlikcd by all who 
profeſſed to hate innovations. 

But the wiſdom of this prince was by no means 
equal to the reſt of his virtues. He came to the 
crown upon as fair a title as his predeceſſor, being 
elected by the general conſent of the nobles, 
through the credit of his brother, and his own 
perſonal merit. He had no diſturbance for ſome 
time, which he might eaſily have employed in 


ſettling the kingdom, and acquiring the love of 


© . 
his people. He had treaſure enough to raiſe and 


S 

pay armies, without burthening the ſubject. His 
competitor was a woman, whole ſexx was the 
leaſt of her infirmities, and with whom he had 
already compounded for his quiet by a conſiderable 
pention : yet with all theſe advantages he ſeldom 
was maſter of above half the kingdom at once, 
and that by the force of perpetual ſtruggling, and 
with frequent danger of loſing the whole, Tue 
principal diffculties he had to encounter, appear 
to have been manifeſt contequences of ſeveral moit 
imprudent fieps in his conduct, whereot many 
inſtances have been produced in the hutory of his 
reign; ſuch as, the unlimited permiſſion of build- 
ing F caſtles; his raiſing the ſiege of a weak place 
where the empreſs was ſhut up, and mult, in a 
e days, have tallen into his hands; his em- 
ploying the Flemings in his wars, and tavouring 
them above his own ſubjects; and 1: bly, thac 
abortive project of crowning his fon, Which Pro- 
cured him at once the hatred and contempt of the 
clergy, by diſcovering an inclization to violence 
and injuſtice that he durit not purſue : : Whereas, it 
was nothing elſe but an sflect of that haity and 

je ſudden 
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ſudden diſpoſition uſually afcribed to thoſe of his 


country, and in a peculiar manner charged to this 
prince: for authors give it as a part of his cha- 
racter, to be hot and violent in the beginning of 
an enterprizc, but to flacken and grow cold in the 
proſecution. 

He had a juſt ſenſe of religion, and was fre- 
quent in attending the ſervice of the church, yet 
reported to be no great friend of the clergy ; 
which, however, is a general imputation upon all 
the kings of this realm in that and ſome ſucceed- 
ing reigns, and by no means perſonal to this prince, 
who deſerved it as little as any. 

I do not find any alterations during this reign in 
the meetings of general aſſemblies, further than that 
the commons do not ſeem to have been repreſented 
in any of them; for which I can aflign no other 
reaſon than the will of the king, or the diſturb- 
ance of the time *. I obſerve the word Parlia- 
ment is uſed promiſcuouſly among authors, for a 
general aſſembly of nobles, and for a council of 
biſhops, or ſynod of the clergy ; which renders 
this matter too perplexed to alcertain any thing 
about it. | 

As for affairs of the church, that deſerve 
particular mention, I have not met with any ; 
unleſs it ſhould be worth relating, that Henry 
biſhop of Vincheſter, the pope's legate, who held 
frequent ſynods during this reign, was the firſt 
introducer of appeals to Rome, in this kingdom, 
for which he is blamed by all the monkiſh hiſto- 
rians who give us the account. 


* The riſe and hiſtory of Parliaments had not been 
cleared up when the Doctor writ in the beginning of 
this current century, It is certain, that the Commons 

had as yet never been repreſented. 
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The REIGN of 


HENRY the SECOND, 
A FRAGMEN T. 


HE fpirit of war and contention, 
which had for a long time poſſeſſed the na- 1154 
tion, became ſo effectually laid during the 
laſt year of king Ste hen's reign, that no altera- 
tion or diſturbance enſued upon his death, although 
the new king “, after he had recc ived intelli- 
gence of it, was detained ſix weeks + by contrary 
winds : beſides, the opinion of this prince's 
power and virtues, had already begotten ſo great 
an awe and reverence for him among the people, 
that upon his arrival he found the whole kingdom 
in a profound peace. He landed at Hoftreham t 
about the beginning of December, was received at 


Wincheſter by a great number of the nobility, 


who came there to attend and ſwear fealty to 
him, and three weeks after was crowned at V- 
__ about the twenty-third year of his age, 
or the further ſettling of the kingdom, after 
the long diſtractions in the preceding reign, he 
ſeized on all the caſtles which remained unde- 


* Henry was at that time beſieging a caſtle on the 
frontiers of Normandy. 
+ Five weeks at the moſt ; a month, faith Brompton. 
I At Haſtrebam, faith Gervaſe, This place is not 
eaſy to be found; however, it muſt be on the S or 
Hampſhire coaſt, 'becauſe the king went directly from 
the place of his landing to Wincheſter. Carte ſays he 
landed Dec. 8. near Hur/? le! in the New Foreſt. 
ſtroyed 


— „„ „„ 


— — — hßt. — — — 
_ - 


— — — U•——ꝙ¾ ͤ . _— 


— _— ——. 
— — 


— — — — . — — — — 


_— 


— 
1 


2 


( 394 ) , 


ſtroyed ſince the Jaſt peace between him and king 
Stephen; whereof ſome he demoliſhed, and truſted 
others to the government of perſons in whom he 
could contide, 

But that which moſt contributed to the quiet 
of the realm, and the general ſatisfaction of his 
ſubjects, was a proclamation publiſhed, command- 
ing all foreigners to leave England, inforced with 
a moſt effectual clauſe, whereby a day was fixt, 
after which it ſhould be capital for any of them 
to appear 3 among theſe was William D'Ipres 
carl of Acut, whole poſieſſions the king ſeized into 
his oven hands. 

Theſe foreigners, generally called Flemings by 
the writers of the Engl flory, were a ſort of 
vazabond ſoldiers of fortune, who in thoſe ages, 
under ſeveral denominations, infeſted other parts 
of Europe as well as England: they were a mixt 
people, natives of Arrayon, Navarre, Biſcay, Bra- 
bant, and other parts of Spain and Fianders. They 
were ready to be hired to whatever prince thought 
tit to employ them, but always upon condition to 
have full liberty of pluncer and ſpoil, Nor was 
it an eaſy matter to get rid of them, when there 
was no further need of their ſervice. In England 
they were always hated by the people, and by 
this prince in particular, whoſe continual enemics 
they had been. 

After the expulſion of theſe foreigners, and the 
forcing a few refractory lords to a ſurrender of 
their caſtles, king Henry, like a wiſe prince, be- 
0 un to conſider that a time of ſettled peace was 

1e fitteſt juncture to recover the rights of the 
down. which had been loſt by the war. He 
tnerefore reſumed, by his royal authority, all 
crown lands that had been alienated by his prede- 


cellor ; alledging that they were unalienable in 
- themſelves, 
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themſelves, and beſides, that the grants were void, 
as coming fiom an uſurper. Whether ſuch pro- 
cecdings are agreeable with juſtice, I ſhall not 
examine ; but certainly a prince cannot better 
conſult his own ſafety than by diſabling thoſe whom 
he renders diſcontent, which is effectually done 
no other way but by depriving them of their poſ- 
ſeſſions. 

1156. While the king was thus employed at 
home, intelligence came "that his brother Geoffry 
was endeavouring by force to poſſeſs himfelt of 
the earldom of Fs. to which he had fair preten- 
ſions; for their father conſidering what vaſt domi- 
nions would fall to his eldeſt: fon, bequeathed 
that earldom to the ſecond in his laſt ſickneſs, 
and commanded his nobles then about him, to 
take an oath that they would not ſuffer his body 
to be buried until Henry (who was then ab'em) 
mould ſwear to obſerve his will. The duke of 
Normandy, when he came to aſſiſt at his father's 
obſequies, and found that without his compliance 
he muſt draw upon himſelf the ſcandal of keep— 
ing a father unburied, took the oath that was ex- 
acted for obſervance of his will, though very 
much againit his own. But after he was in pol- 
iefhion of England, whether it were that his am- 
bition enlarged with his dominions, or that from 
the beginning he had never intended to obſerve 


what he had ſworn, he prevailed with pope Adrian 


(of Exgliſb birth) to diſpenſe with his oath, and 
in the ſecond year of his reign went over into 
Normandy, drove his brother intirely out of Anjon, 
and forced him to accent a penſion for his main- 
tenance. But the young prince, through the re- 


ſentment of this unnatural dealing, in a ſhort 
time died of grief. 
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Nor was his treatment more favourable to the 
king of Scots, whom, upon a ſlight pretence, he 
took occaſion to diſpoſſeſs of Carlifle, Newca/lle, 
and other places granted by the emprefs to that 
prince's father, fer his ſervices and aſſiſtance in 
her quarrel againſt Stephen. 

Having thus recovered whatever he had any 
title to demand, he began to look out for new ac- 
quiſitions. Jreland was in that age a country 
little known in the world, The legates ſent 
ſometimes thither from the court of Rome, for 
urging the payment of annats, or directing other 
Church affairs, repeſented the inhabitants as 2 
ſavage people, overrun with barbariſm and ſuper- 
ſtition: for indeed no nation of Europe, where 
the Chriſtian religion received ſo early and uni- 
verſal admittance, was ever fo late or {low in feel- 
ing its effects upon their manners and civility “. 
Inſtead of refining their manners by their faith, 
they had ſuffered their faith to be corrupted by 
their manners ; true religion being almoſt defaced, 
both in doctrine and diſcipline, after a long courſe 
of time, among a people wholly ſunk in 1gno- 
rance and barbarity. There ſeem to have been 
two reaſons why the inhabitants of that ifland 
continued ſo long uncultivated ; firſt, their ſub- 
jection or vaſſalage to ſo many petty kings, where- 
of a great number is mentioned by authors, be- 
fides thoſe four or five uſually aſſigned to the ſe- 
veral provinces, Theſe princes were engaged in 
perpetual quarrels, in doing or revenging injuries 
of violence, or luſt, or treachery, or injuſtice, 
which kept them all in a continual ſtate of war. 


® The Iriſb had been very learned in former ages, 
but had declined for ſeveral centuries before the reign 

of E:ary Il. Vide Bede, | | 
And 
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And indeed there is hardly any country, how re- 
nowned ſoever in ancient or modern ftory, which 
may not be traced from the like original, Nei- 
ther can a nation come out from this ſtate of con- 
fuſion, until it is either reduced under one head 
at home, or by force or conqueſt becomes ſubject 
to a foreign adminiſtration. 

The other reaſon why civility made ſuch late 
entrances into that iſland, may be imputed to its 
natural ſituation, lying more out of the road of 
commerce or conqueſt than any other part of the 
known world. All the intercourſe the inhabi- 
tants had, was only with the weſtern coaſts of J/ales 
and Scotland, from whence, at leaſt in thoſe ages, 
they were not like to learn very much politeneſs. 

1155. The king, about the ſecond year of his 
reign, ſent ambaſladors to pope Adrian, with in- 
junctions to defire his licence for reducing the ſa- 
vage people of Ireland from their brutiſh way of 
living, and ſubjecting them to the crown of Eng- 
land. The king proceeded thus, in order to ſet 
up a title to the iſland, wherein the pope himſelf 
pretended to be the lord of the fee; for in his 
letter, which is an anſwer and grant to the king's 
requeſts, he inſiſts upon it, that all iſlands, upon 
their admitting the Chriſtian faith, become ſub- 
ject to the ſee of Rome; and the [i/þ themſclves 
avowed the ſame thing to ſome of the firſt con- 
querors. In that fore-mentioned letter, the po 


highly praiſes the king's generous deſign *, and 


recommends to him the civilizing the natives, the 
protection of the Church, and the payment of 
Peter- pence. The ill ſucceſs of all paſt endea- 

vours to procure from a people ſo miſerable and 


* Rad. de Diceto. 
| X 2 irreligious 
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irreligious this revenue to the holy ſee, was a 
main inducement with the pope to be eaſy and 
liberal in his grant ; for the king profeſſed a de- 
fign of ſecuring its regular payment. However, 
this expedition was not undertaken until ſome 
years after, when there happened an incident to 
ſet it forward, as we ſhall relate in its place, , 
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HENRY the SECOND's Character. 
Extracted from the MONKS. 


Hard to gather bis Character from ſuch bad 
| AUTHOR $, | 


A WIS E prince, to whom other princes re- 
ferred their differences; and had ambaſſadors from 
both empires, Eaſt and Weſt, as well as others, 
at once in his court. 

Strong and brawny body, patient of cold and 
heat, big head, broad breaſt, broken voice, tem- 
perate in meat, uſing much exerciſe, juſt ſtature, 
forma elegantiſſima, colore ſubrufo, oculis glaucis, 

arp wit, very great memory, conſtancy in ad- 
verſity and] in felicity, except at laſt he yielded, 
becauſe almoſt forſaken of all; liberal, impoſed 
few tributes, excellent ſoldier and fortunate, wiſe 
and not unlearned. His vices : mild and promiſ- 
ing in adverſity, fierce and hard, and a violator 
of faith in proſperity ; covetous to his domeſticks 
and children, although liberal to ſoldiers and 
ſtrangers, which turned the former from him; 
loved profit more than juſtice ; very luſtful, which 
likewiſe turned his ſons and others from him. R9- 
ſamond and the labyrinth at /Yod/tzck. Not very 
religious *; mortugs milites lugens plus quam vivos 
amans ; largus in publico, parcus in privato. Con- 
ſtant in love and hatred, falſe to his word, mo- 
roſe, a lover of eaſe. Oppreſſor of nobles, ſul- 
len, and a delayer of juſtice ; verbo varius & ver- 
ſutus—- Uſed churchmen well after Becket's death; 
3 * Brompton, 


charitable 
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charitable to the poor, levied few taxes, hated 
laughter and cruelty f. A great memory, and 
always knew thoſe he once ſaw. 

Very indefatigable in his travels backwards and 
forwards to Normandy, &c. of moſt endleſs deſires 


to increaſe his dominions. x- x x x X & 
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Catera deſiderantur, 


+ Girald, 
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